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on  application. 

All   communications   should   be   addressed   to   the    Principal   and   Secretary  : 
J.   N.  LANGDON,  B,Sc,  Ph.D. 


THE  ROYAL  NORMAL  COLLEGE  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


Since  the  foundation  of  the  College  in  1872,  students  have 
been  received  from  all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  the 
Commonwealth.  The  College  is  quite  undenominational  in 
character.  Its  object  is  to  train  the  blind  to  earn  their  own 
living  and  to  render  them  independent  and  self-reliant  citizens. 
This  is  an  object  which  the  College  has  succeeded  and  continually 
succeeds  in  accomplishing,  and  there  are  now  many  hundreds  of 
former  pupils  living  full  and  useful  lives  independent  of  public 
or  charitable  aid.  Most  of  these  are  filling  their  places  in  the 
world  as  organists  and  teachers  of  music,  pianoforte  tuners, 
clergymen,  solicitors,  school  teachers  and  shorthand  typists. 
The  College  thus  makes  a  definite  contribution  to  national 
economy  in  effecting  the  complete  rehabilitation  of  many  disabled 
persons. 

The  present  organisation  of  the  College  comprises  a  School 
Department  in  which  boys  and  girls  between  the  ages  of  twelve 
and  sixteen  years  receive  a  sound  general  education,  and  depart- 
ments for  the  training  of  older  students  as  musicians,  piano 
tuners  and  shorthand-typists.  The  School  Department  is 
officially  designated  as  a  Selective  School  for  children  chosen 
between  the  ages  of  twelve  and  thirteen  years  by  reason  of 
ability  and  promise  of  eventual  suitability  for  admission  to  one 
of  the  College  Training  Departments. 

Voluntary  effort  was  responsible  for  the  foundation  of  the 
College  and  has  continued  to  play  an  important  part  in  its  life. 
The  Governors  wish  to  emphasise  the  fact  that  the  College  does 
not  participate  in  the  benefits  of  any  national  or  local  fund 
supported  by  voluntary  contributions  for  the  Blind.  The 
College  has  used  its  own  funds  freely  for  the  welfare  of  blind 
persons,  and  the  replenishment  of  these  funds  is  necessary  to 
enable  it  to  continue  to  help  its  students  in  ways  additional  to 
those  provided  by  Public  Authorities. 
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PRINCIPAL  AND  SECRETARY. 

J.  N.  Langdon,  B.Sc,  Ph.D. 


REPORT   OF   THE    BOARD   OF   GOVERNORS 
For  the  Year  ended  March  31st,   1949. 


THE  Governors  are  happy  to  report  the  successful  attain- 
ment of  some  immediate  aims  during  the  past  year.  The 
new  Assembly  Hall,  described  in  the  last  annual  report,  has 
realised  all  that  was  hoped  of  it.  In  particular,  physical  training, 
which  had  perforce  previously  been  a  fine-weather  activity,  can 
now  be  conducted  to  a  regular  time-table.  If  only  for  this  reason 
the  considerable  expenditure  involved  would  have  been  well 
worth  while.  There  have,  however,  been  other  equally  valuable 
consequences.  The  increased  accommodation  has  resulted  in  the 
invigoration  of  existing  organisations  and  the  establishment  of 
many  new  activities,  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  the  new 
hall  has  enlarged  the  whole  life  of  the  College. 

The  super-structure  of  the  new  building  for  the  Typewriting 
Department  has  been  completed,  although  its  interior  fitting  and 
decoration  are  still  unfinished.  It  is  confidently  anticipated  that 
when  this  building  is  brought  -into  use,  as  it  is  hoped  it  will  be  at 
an  early  date,  the  College  as  a  whole  will  benefit  still  further  from 
greatly  increased  accommodation,  as  the  rooms  at  present  used 
by  the  Typewriting  Department  will  become  available  for  domestic 
and  social  purposes  at  present  handicapped  by  inadequate  space. 
The  Governors  would  point  out  that  the  cost  of  these  two  buildings, 
which  is  estimated  to  be  approximately  £13,000,  has  to  the  present 
been  met  entirely  from  the  capital  resources  of  the  College,  and 
that  this  continued  depletion  of  funds,  necessary  as  it  has  been  in 
the  interest  of  the  pupils,  must,  unless  off-set  by  fresh  benefactions 
on  the  scale  which  the  College  has  enjoyed  in  the  past,  inevitably 
result  in  serious  curtailment  of  the  speed  and  flexibility  of  action 
which  are  the  chief  advantages  of  a  voluntary  service.  They 
therefore  beg  any  who  are  interested  in  this  particular  social 
service  and  who  are  considering  suitable  objects  for  charitable 
bequests  to  apply  to  the  Secretary  for  full  particulars,  and  they 
would  record  their  gratification  that  several  such  enquiries  have 
been  received  during  the  past  year. 

The  examination  successes  recorded  on  another  page  show 
that  the  technical  education  of  the  College  has  been  maintained 
with  no  loss  of  efficiency.     The  Governors  regard  the  provision  of 


a  training  which  results  in  economic  independence  as  their  first 
duty  to  the  blind  people  in  their  care,  and  this  for  its  psychological 
value  to  the  individual  as  much  as  for  its  social  consequences,  but 
they  attach  nearly  as  much  importance  to  non-vocational  educa- 
tion. This  aspect  of  the  College  work  is  much  more  difficult  to 
assess,  since  it  is  not  measured  by  the  objective  tests  of  public 
examinations,  but  its  influence  can  be  seen  in  the  voluntary  out- 
of-school  activities  of  the  pupils  and  in  the  interests  of  former 
students.  The  Governors  believe  that  a  proper  balance  is  being 
maintained  and  that  the  College  is  not  overlooking  preparation 
for  life  in  its  anxiety  to  train  its  pupils  to  earn  their  livelihood. 
Mention  may  appropriately  be  made  at  this  point  of  the  continued 
success  of  the  Typewriting  Department  to  whose  students  the 
Royal  Society  of  Arts  have  awarded  three  silver  and  two  bronze 
medals  since  the  publication  of  the  last  annual  report.  During 
the  same  period  two  of  the  music  students  have  obtained  the 
diploma  of  Licentiate  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Music. 

Twenty-three  students  completed  their  training  during  the 
past  year.  The  employment  of  former  pupils  continues  to  be 
generally  satisfactory,  but  the  Governors  take  this  opportunity  to 
point  out  that  the  College  is  a  training  centre  and  that,  while  it  is 
keenly  interested  in  the  subsequent  careers  of  its  pupils  and  is 
constantly  engaged  in  problems  of  after-care,  its  primary  concern 
is  with  education  and  training  and  not  with  employment,  which 
is  the  responsibility  of  the  various  Public  Authorities.  Needless 
to  say,  however,  it  does  play  an  active  part  in  the  endeavour  to 
find  suitable  employment,  and  acknowledgment  is  again  due  to 
the  Placement  Service  of  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind 
whose  good  offices  have  been  fully  and  successfully  used.  Men- 
tion should  also  be  made  of  the  increasing  and  encouraging 
evidence  of  valuable  work  by  the  Officers  of  the  Ministry  of 
Labour  and  National  Service  under  the  provisions  of  the  Disabled 
Persons  (Employment)  Act,  1944. 

The  Governors  were  grieved  to  hear  of  the  death  of  Sir 
Frederick  Ogilvie,  who  had  been  a  most  active  Member  of  the 
Board  from  the  time  of  his  appointment.  They  offer  their  deep 
sympathy  to  Lady  Ogilvie  and  her  sons.  The  resignation  of 
Captain  A.  H.  Heath,  D.L.,  C.C.,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the 
Board  for  seventeen  years,  was  received  with  much  regret.  Seats 
on  the  Board  have  been  accepted  by  Mr.  W.  Guy  Fossick,  M.A., 
and  Mr.  C.  W.  Mitford,  M.A.,  the  latter  being  resident  in 
Shrewsbury  and  thus  available  at  short  notice. 
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The  grateful  thanks  of  the  Board  are  offered  to  all  who  have 
helped  the  College  by  voluntary  service  or  gifts  during  the  year. 
Among  these  special  thanks  are  due  to  Dr.  F.  A.  Anderson,  Dr. 
W.  E.  Gemmell,  Mr.  P.  W.  Powell,  European  Office  Equipments, 
Ltd.,  and  on  the  financial  side  particularly  to  Gardner's  Trust  for 
the  Blind,  both  for  its  provision  for  special  Concerts  and  for  the 
grant  of  £900  towards  the  cost  of  refurnishing  the  Typewriting 
Department  of  the  College.  This  munificent  gift  was  announced 
after  the  closing  of  the  books  for  the  year  under  review  and  thus 
does  not  appear  in  the  accompanying  accounts. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Governors. 

H.  H.  HARDY, 

Chairman. 
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PRINCIPAL'S  REPORT. 


THE  past  year  has  been  marked  by  welcome  relief  from  the 
more  irksome  restrictions  of  inadequate  accommodation  and 
by  a  corresponding  expansion  in  some  of  the  out-of-school 
activities  of  the  students.  These  are  the  happy  consequences 
of  having  once  again  a  sizeable  hall  for  assemblies  and  social 
gatherings. 

The  first  important  function  for  which  the  new  hall  was  used 
was  Speech  Day,  held  on  June  the  25th,  1948,  when  the  newly 
appointed  President  of  the  College,  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Howard 
de  Walden  and  Seaford,  was  the  principal  speaker  and  presented 
the  prizes.  His  Lordship  said  he  was  proud  to  succeed  to  the 
position  which  his  father  had  held  for  so  many  years,  and  he 
referred  to  the  curious  coincidence  that  the  words  "Musica  Lux  in 
Tenebris,"  which  headed  the  programme  that  he  held  in  his  hand, 
happened  to  be  the  motto  of  his  own  family.  Friends  of  the 
College  may  be  interested  to  learn  that  these  words  were  engraved 
on  a  medal  which  the  late  Sir  Francis  Campbell  won  as  a  small 
boy  for  success  in  a  music  competition,  and  were  chosen  by  him 
as  the  motto  of  the  College  of  which  he  later  became  co-founder 
and  first  Principal. 

At  this  point  it  may  be  appropriate  to  state  that,  although  the 
course  of  training  in  shorthand  and  typewriting  now  caters  for 
more  students  than  any  other  department  of  the  College,  the 
musical  education  of  suitable  students  is  regarded  as  no  less 
important  than  in  the  past.  During  the  past  year  Dorothy  Rooke 
and  Brian  Rogers  obtained  the  diploma  of  L.R.A.M.,  and  twelve 
Distinctions  and  nineteen  Merits  were  obtained  in  Associated 
Board  examinations.  During  the  same  period  eight  candidates 
were  successful  in  the  examination  for  the  National  Diploma  of  the 
College  of  Teachers  of  the  Blind  in  piano  tuning.  The  Type- 
writing Department  has  continued  its  record  of  success  in  exam- 
inations of  the  Royal  Society  of  Arts  and  the  London  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  gaining  59  certificates.  The  Royal  Society  of  Arts 
awarded  a  silver  medal  to  Roy  Coyston,  two  silver  medals  to 
Albert  Veitch  and  bronze  medals  to  Eunice  Ayrton  and  Dennis 
Segrott. 
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The  informal  education  of  the  music  students,  and  indeed  of 
the  College  as  a  whole,  has  again  owed  much  to  the  Recitals  given 
at  the  College  through  the  generosity  of  Gardner's  Trust  for  the 
Blind,  and  also  to  public  concerts  held  in  Shrewsbury.  "Gardner 
Recitals"  were  as  follows  :  Piano  recitals  by  W.  J.  Fellows,  Mitzi 
Lawton  and  Reginald  Paul ;  a  piano  and  song  recital  by 
David  Buchan  and  Emily  Sutterby,  and  song  recitals  by  Winefride 
Ingham  and  William  Gibson. 

The  social  activities  of  the  pupils  have  been  maintained  with 
accustomed  enthusiasm  and,  as  already  mentioned,  some  have 
benefited  greatly  by  the  use  of  the  new  hall.  The  Dramatic 
Societies  in  particular,  have  been  very  busy.  "Eldorado,"  "The 
Bathroom  Door,"  "It's  the  Poor  that  'elps  the  Poor,"  "Down  on 
the  Farm,"  and  "Sally  Lunn"  were  presented  by  the  Seniors,  and 
an  abridged  version  of  Dickens'  "Christmas  Carol"  and  "Waiting 
for  the  Bus"  by  the  Juniors.  The  Senior  and  Junior  Debating 
Societies  have  held  regular  and  interesting  meetings,  and  the 
former  have  again  exchanged  visits  with  a  local  Young  Farmers' 
Club.  The  Choral  Society  has  met  regularly  and  has  given  polished 
performances  of  "Hiawatha's  Wedding  Feast"  and  extracts  from 
"The  Messiah."  Out-door  games  have  attracted  as  many 
devotees  as  usual.  The  Annual  Sports,  again  favoured  by  fine 
weather,  were  a  great  success,  and  were  all  the  more  interesting 
in  that  "Armitage"  and  "Gardner"  Houses  tied  for  first  place, 
the  issue  being  in  doubt  until  the  last  event.  Representative 
teams  have  met  Worcester  College  for  the  Blind  and  the  Birming- 
ham Royal  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

Miss  S.  W.  Saint,  who  retired  at  the  end  of  the  Easter  Term, 
was  presented  with  parting  gifts  by  her  colleagues  and  pupils. 
Miss  Saint  had  been  at  the  College  for  many  years  and  played  a 
leading,  part  in  the  activities  outside  the  class-room  which  con- 
stitute such  an  important  part  of  school  life.  She  will  be  greatly 
missed. 

There  have  been  between  130  and  135  pupils  in  residence 
throughout  the  year  and  the  demand  for  places  has  continued  to 
exceed  the  number  of  vacancies.  It  is  regrettable  that  applicants 
often  have  to  be  told  that  no  certain  vacancy  can  be  promised  for 
as  long  as  a  year,  or  even  longer,  but  it  usually  happens  in  practice 
that  the  delay  is  considerably  reduced,  as  advanced  pupils 
frequently  complete  their  training  and  leave  to  enter  employment 
earlier  than  officially  anticipated.  This  should  be  noted  by  those 
considering  admission  to  the  College,  as  should  the  fact  that 
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admission  to  the  training  departments  immediately  after  the 
applicant's  sixteenth  birthday  can  only  be  assured  to  pupils 
passing  from  the  School  Department  of  the  College,  to  which  it  is 
usually  possible  to  admit  three  or  four  children  each  term. 

The  following  examination  successes  have  been  notified  since 
the  publication  of  the  last  report  : — 

SUCCESSES 

Associated  Board  of  the  Royal  Schools  of  Music. 

Preliminary  Piano  Barry  Rogers. 


rade  I 

Geoffrey  Carlin 

.      Merit. 

Jeanette  Goddard 

Distinction 

„       II 

P-ric  Scriven    .  . 

.      Merit. 

„       HI 

Dorothy  Garratt 

Merit. 

Margaret  Holland 

.      Merit. 

Shirley  James 

Merit. 

Margaret  Muddimer  . 

Distinction 

Bobbie  Rathbone 

Merit. 

Jean  Skittlethorpe     . 

Merit. 

„     iv 

Mary  Booth    .  . 

Merit. 

Norman  Brodie 

Merit. 

Kenneth  Dingle 

Merit. 

Patricia  Ryan 

Distinction 

„      V 

Dennis  Chefetz 

Merit. 

Pauline  Davis 

Merit. 

Ray  Sprintz    .  . 

Merit. 

„       VI 

Nona  Kiddell 

Anthony  Robins 

Distinction 

„      VII 

Gordon  Almond 
Ann  Blades. 
Leslie  Greenway. 

Merit. 

Arthur  Horsfield 

Distinction. 

John  James     .  . 

Distinction. 

X 

Ruth  James    ... 
Frank  Mytton. 

Distinction. 

Gordon  Stephens 

Merit. 

John  Wells 

Distinction. 

„      VIII 

Albert  Pemberton 

Merit. 

„      IV            Organ 

Gordon  Stephens 

Merit. 

IV             Singing 

Pauline  Davis 

Distinction. 

Enid  Johnson 

Distinction. 

Audrey  Townshend    .  . 

Distinction. 

Elizabeth  Viney. 
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Grade  V 


VII 


V 


Singing 


Violin 


Theory 


Royal  Academy  of  Music. 

Licentiate  Diploma 


Pauline  Davis  .  .     Merit. 

Audrey  Townshend   .  .     Merit. 

Andreas  Constantinou      Distinction. 

Michael  Campbell. 
Herbert  Lawrence. 
Gordon  Stephens. 
Neville  Tostevin. 


Piano  (Teacher) 

Brian  Rogers. 


Dorothy  Rooke. 
Royal  Society  of  Arts. 

Roy  Coyston — Silver  Medal — Shorthand  Typist's  Certificate. 
Albert  Veitch — Silver  Medal — Shorthand-Typist's  Certificate. 
Albert  Veitch — Silver  Medal — Typewriting  Stage  III  (advanced). 
Dennis  Segrott — Bronze  Medal — Junior  Shorthand-Typist's  Certificate. 
Eunice  Ayrton — Bronze  Medal — English — Stage  II  (intermediate). 


Typewriting — Stage  I 


Typewriting — Stage  II 
Typewriting — Stage  III 


Nancy  Beardmore 
Arthur  Birch 
Norman  Brodie 
Ryan  Carpenter 
Irene  Charnock  .  . 
Eileen  Ellison 
Peter  Gibson 
Kathleen  Gunner 
Annie  Haley 
Connie  Handford 
Nona  Kiddell  .   .  . 
Raymond  Lamb 
Kenneth  McClelland 
George  Miller 
George  Mosson 
Beryl  Nagle 
Sylvia  Neal 
Patricia  Ryan 
Dorothy  Segrott 
Peter  Stockton 
John  C.  Turner 
Norman  Verrill 
Elizabeth  Viney 
John  Williams 

Mary  Dopson 
Doris  Goymer 
James  Smallwood 

Eunice  Ayrton    .  . 
Ronald  Goulden 
Roy  Holt 
Albert  Veitch      .  . 


Credit. 

Credit. 

Credit. 

Credit. 

Credit. 

Credit. 

Credit. 

Credit. 

Credit. 

Credit. 

Credit. 

Credit. 

Pass. 

Credit. 

Pass 

Credit. 

Credit. 

Credit. 

Credit. 

Credit. 

Credit. 

Credit. 

Credit. 

Credit. 

Second  Class. 
First  Class. 
First  Class. 

First  Class. 
First  Class. 
Second  Class. 
First  Class. 
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Shorthand — 80  words  per  minute. 


Alan  Cockayne. 
William  Douglas. 
Peter  Gibson. 
Kathleen  Gunner. 
Annie  Haley. 
Frederick  How. 
Raymond  Lamb. 
Kenneth  McClelland. 
John  Mills. 
George  Mosson. 
Kenneth  Parr. 
Elizabeth  Viney. 


Shorthand — 100  words  per  minute. 


Eunice  Ayrton. 
Ronald  Goulden. 
Doris  Goymer. 
Roy  Holt. 
Albert  Veitch. 


Junior  Shorthand-Typists' s  Certificate. 

Mary  Dopson. 
Doris  Goymer. 
James  Smallwood. 
Sheila  Wickens. 


Shorthand-Typist's  Certificate. 


Eunice  Ayrton. 
Ronald  Goulden. 
Roy  Holt. 
Albert  Veitch. 


English — Stage  II  Eunice  Ayrton    .  .  .  .    First  Class. 


London  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Shorthand — 110  words  per  minute. 

Eunice  Ayrton    .  .  .  .    Distinction. 

Roy  Holt  .  .  .  .    Distinction. 
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College  of  Teachers  of  the  Blind — National  Diploma  in  Piano  Tuning. 

John  Barnett. 
Emile  Camille. 
Ivor  R.  Foster. 
Isaac  Goldstein. 
John  Hunter. 
Alan  Jackson. 
Frank  Mytton. 
Edward  Whatford. 

Royal  Normal  College  for  the  Blind — Tuning  Certificate. 

John  Barnett. 
John  Hunter. 
Alan  Jackson. 
Frank  Mytton. 
Edward  Whatford. 

The  following  Swimming  Certificates  were  awarded  : 

Elementary     .  .     Arthur  Birch. 
Ronald  Davies. 
Malcolm  Draine. 
Ivor  R.  Foster. 
Anthony  Robins. 
Barry  Rogers. 
John  Sands. 


COLLEGE  PRIZES  WERE  AWARDED  AS  FOLLOWS  — 

"George  Thomas  Rose"  Annual  Memorial  Prize,  awarded  for  Progress  in 
Music  : — Michael  James,  Brian  Rogers,  Dorothy  Rooke,  Edward 
Whatford. 

"Dixson"  Annual  Prize  Essay  : — Eunice  Ayrton. 

"Lady  Francis  Campbell"  Annual  Recitation  Prize  : — Pauline  Davis,  Doris 
Goymer. 

The  "Philip  Layton"  Prize,  awarded  for  the  most  industrious  work  through- 
out the  year  : — Eunice  Ayrton. 

The  "Philip  Layton"  Tuning  Prize  for  excellence  in  Tuning,  Repairing  and 
Construction  : — Brian  Rogers,  Kenneth  Spencer. 
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Mr.  Kelley's  Tuning  Prize  : — Clifford  Tighe. 

The  Pianoforte  Repertoire  Prizes  : —  Class  A  (Seniors)  Michael  James. 

Class  B  (Seniors)  Ruth  James. 
Class  A  (Juniors)  Anthony  Robins. 
Class  B  (Juniors)  Ronald  Davies. 

The  Organ  Repertoire  Prize  : — Michael  James,  Dennis  Watts. 

The  "Guy  Campbell"  Prize  for  Physical  Training  :— James  Smallwood. 

Alan  Cockayne. 

Typewriting  Prize  awarded  for  best  all-round  work  during  the  yedr  : — 
Albert  Veitch. 

Knitting  Prize  : — Jean  Skittlethorpe. 

Form  I  : — Betty  Bricknell. 

Form  II  : — Jeanette  Goddard. 

Form  III  : — Ray  Sprintz. 

J.  N.  LANGDON, 

Principal. 
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THE    ROYAL    NORMAL   COLLEGE   AND 


DR. 

1948 
17,616  To  Fees 
143    „  Grants 


132  „  General  Subscriptions 

119  „  General  Donations 

2,238  „  Interest  on  Investments 

126  „  Repayments  for  Board,  etc. 

12  „  Sundry  Receipts    -. 

1 ,400  „  Gardner's  Trust  for  the  Blind — Grant  for  General  Purposes 

2,428  „  Balance,  being  Excess  of  Expenditure  over  Income  for 
the  year 


Income  and  Expenditure  Account  for  the 

INCOME 

i  s.  d. 

20,711  16  8 

143  12  4 

126  5  5 

70  7  5 

2,319  13  5 

120  0  0 

1  6  10 


1,112  12  10 


^24,214 


^24,605  14  11 
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VCADEMY   OF    MUSIC    FOR   THE    BLIND 


ear  ended  31st  March,  1949. 


EXPENDITURE 


1948 
8,663  By  Education 

8,038  „  Maintenance 

409  „  Nursing  and  Medicine 

1,442  „  Office  Expenses     .. 

658  „  Garden  Outlay 

3,730  „  General  Expenses  . . 

1,274  „  Provision  for  Depreciation 


CR. 

£  s.  d. 

9,426  1  8 

8,399  8  3 

375  12  3 

1,312  19  11 

811  8  1 

2,889  8  9 

1,390  16  0 


£24,214 


£24,605  14  11 
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BALANCE  SHEET 


LIABILITIES 
1948  £     s.     d. 

Sundry  Creditors  : 

1,670         Tradesmen's  Accounts,  etc.  .  .  .  .     1,892   14     5 

Board  of  Education  for  Teachers'  Super- 
574  annuation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .        605     4     0 


Gardner's  Trust  for  the  Blind  : 

Recitals  : 

Balance,  1st  April,  1948  ..  ..  89   11     5 

Further  Amounts  Advanced    .  .  .  .        100     0     0 


189  11     5 


89  Less   Cost   of    Recitals   during   year 

to   date  83   10.    0 


Endowment  Funds  : 

College  Endowment  Fund  : 

Balance,  1st  April,  1948  .  .  ..  21,868     4     0 

A dd  Legacies      ..  ..  ..  ..        445  17     2 


21,868  22,314     1     2 

5,078  Alfred  E.  Beddow  Memorial  Fund      .  .    5,078     5     6 


Contingency  Reserve  Fund  : 

Balance,  1st  April  ,1948 3,193   19     9 

Less  Expenditure  on  New  Assembly  Hall 
during  year  to  date        .  .     1,426     8     7 
Transfer  to  General  Fund  1,767  11     2 
3,194  3,193  19     9 


Funds  held  for  Special  Purposes  : 

17,810         Carnegie  Endowment  Fund  .  .  .  .  17,810  0  0 

1,000         Hornsh aw  Bequest  1,000  0  0 

200         C.  A.  Ward  Endowment  Fund    .  .  .  .     "  200  0  0 

5,199         Other  Funds 5,199  1  5 


Unexpended  Income  Balances  of  Special  Funds  : 

Balance,  1st  April,  1948    ..  ..  ..        587   12     5 

Add  Interest  received  during  year  .  .        177   19     0 


765  11     5 


2,497   18 


106     1 


27,392     6     8 


24,209     1     5 


Less  Prizes  and  Grants 

awarded  .  .  .  .  .  .  44     3     0 

Grant  to  General  Fund 
from  Elizabeth  Wills 
Allen  Fund      .  .  .  .  83     6     6 

127     9     6 

588  638     1   11 

57,270  Forward        . .      54,843     9  10 
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as  at  31st  March,  1949. 


1948 


ASSETS 


Cash  at  Bank  and  in  hand  : 

2,857  College  Endowment  Fund 

561  Special  Funds 

667  Pianoforte  Fund 

3,194  Contingency  Reserve  Fund 

Less  General  Fund  Overdraft 


£  s.  d. 

3,790  2  4 

619  18  2 

667  6  8 


5,077     7     2 
5,035  12     2 


£    s.    d. 


41   15     0 


Sundry  Debtors  : 

1,237  Fees  

Income  Tax  Recoverable  : 
426  General  Fund 

13  College  Endowment  Fund 

27  Special  Funds 

1,082  Recoverable  Expenditure 

136  Sundry 


135     0     0 

331     7     0 

3   17     0 

18  15     0 

1,041    19  11 

107  19     0 


1,638  17  11 


Investments  at  Cost  : 

25,568         General  Fund          25,568  5     3 

18,998         College  Endowment  Fund             .  .           ..  18,520  110 

5,078         Alfred  E.  Beddow  Memorial  Fund           .  .     5,078  5     6 


49,166  12     7 


Investments  held  on  behalf  of  Special  Funds  at  Cost  : 

17,810         Carnegie  Endowment  Fund  .  .  .  .  17,810     0  0 

Hornshaw  Bequest  (held  by  the  Official 

1,000  Trustee  of  Charitable  Funds)   .  .  .  .     1,000     0  0 

200         C.  A.  Ward  Endowment  Fund     .  .  .  .        200     0  0 

5,199         Other  Funds  5,198  10  2 


24,208  10     2 


Freehold  Estate  Buildings,  etc.  : 

Balance,  1st  April,  1948 22,725   17   10 

Additions  during  year  to  date  at  cost    .  .    8,008     5     8 


22,726 


Less  Depreciation 


30,734     3     6 
1,180     4     5 


29.553   19     1 


106,779 


Forward 


104,609  14     9 
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LIABILITIES — Continued. 

1948  £     s.     d.  -£     s.     d. 

57,270  Forward  ..      54,843     9  10. 

General  Fund  : 

Balance,  1st  April,  1948 51,708  11     2 

Add  Transfer  from  Contingency  Reserve 

Fund ..  ..     1,767  11     2 


53,476     2     4 


Less  Excess  of  Expenditure  over  Income 

for  the  year         1,112  12   10 

51,709  52,363     9     6 


£108,979  £107,206  19     4 
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ASSETS — Continued. 

1948  £    s.     d.  £     s.     d. 

106,779  Forward        ..     104,609  14     9 


Furniture,  Fixtures,  Appliances  and  Musical 

Instruments  : 

Balance,  1st  April,  1948 2,200  10     3 

Additions 717     4   11 


2,917  15     2 


Less  Sale  of  Pianos,  etc.    .  .        109  19     0 
Depreciation       ..  ..        210  11     7 


320  10     7 


2,200  2,597     4     7 


£108,979  £107,206  19     4 


We  have  examined  the  above  Balance  Sheet  and  Income  and  Expenditure 
Account  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1949,  with  the  Books  and  Vouchers  and 
in  our  opinion  it  is  properly  drawn  up  so  as  to  exhibit  a  true  and  correct  view  of  the 
state  of  the  College  affairs  according  to  the  best  of  our  information  and  the  explana- 
tions given  us  and  as  shown  by  the  books  of  the  College. 

MIALL,  SAVAGE,  AVERY  &  CO., 
Chartered  Accountants, 

9,  Idol  Lane, 
8th  June,  1949.  London,  E.C.3 
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SCHEDULE  OF  INVESTMENTS  HELD  ON  BEHALF  OF  SPECIAL  FUNDS, 

31st  March,  1949. 


Carnegie  Endowment  Fund  : 

£5,653     7     6    'Consolidated  4%  Stock     .  . 
£13,965   19     7     War  3|%  Stock,  1952  or  after 


C.  A.  Ward  Endowment  Fund  : 

£259     8     6     Conversion  3|%  Stock,  1961 

Hornshaw  Bequest  : 

£1,000     0     0     War  31%  Stock,  1952  or  after     .. 
(Held  by  the  Official  Trustee  of  Charitable  Funds) 

Francis  Joseph  Campbell  Memorial  Fund  : 

(Founded  Jubilee  Year,  1922) 

£590     4     2     Conversion  3i%  Stock,  1961 


Cost. 
£     s.     d 

4,550     0     6 
13,260     0     0 


17,810 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

1,000 

0 

0 

501    12     3 


Elizabeth  Wills  Allen  Fund  : 

£3,030     0     0     London  County  Consolidated  2|%  Stock,  1960/70       3,000     0     0 

Elizabeth  Williams  Musical  Scholarship  Fund  : 

£1,015     2     6     Commonwealth    of    Australia    3-J-%    Registered 

Stock,  1950/52    ..  .. 1,000     0     0 

George  Thomas  Rose  Memorial  Prize  Fund  : 

£382   15     2     British  Transport  3%  Guaranteed  Stock,  1978/88  500     0     0 

Dixson  Prize  Fund  : 

£19  12   10     War  3|%  Stock,  1952  or  after 20     0     0 

Lady  Francis  Campbell  Prize  Fund  : 

£33  17   10     Conversion  3£%  Stock,  1961        26   17  11 

Philip  Layton  Prize  Fund  : 

$500     Montreal  Railways  30-year  General  Refunding 

Mortgage  .  .  100     0     0 

Guy  Campbell  Prize  Fund  : 

£50     0     0     21%  Defence  Bonds  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  50     0     0 


£5,198  10     2 
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SCHEDULE  OF  INVESTMENTS,  31st  MARCH,  1949. 

General  Fund  Investments  : 

£5,000     0     0     1|%  Exchequer  Bonds 

£20,000     0     0     2\%  National  War  Bonds,  1951/53 


Cost, 
i  '  s.     d. 
5,028     4     9 
20,540     0     6 

£25,568     5     3 


College  Endowment  Fund 


£500 
£1,950 
£2,000 
£1,650 


£3,963  15 
£2,000  0 
£589  11 
£232  2 
£3,870  17 
£2,250     0 


£1,500 
£1,576 
£1,000 


21%  Defence  Bonds 

3%  Defence  Bonds 

Conversion  3£%  Stock,  1961 

War  3%  Stock 

War  3|%  Stock,  1952  or  after     .  . 

Birmingham  Corporation  3£%  Stock,  1946  or  after 

Croydon  Corporation  5%  Stock,  1950/60 

British  Transport  3%  Guaranteed  Stock,  1978/88 

British  Transport  3%  Guaranteed  Stock,  1978/88 

Central  Argentine  Railway  Consolidated  Ordinary 
Stock 

3%  Funding  Stock,  1959/69 

British  Transport  3%  Guaranteed  Stock,  1978/88 

3%  Savings  Bonds,  1960/70         


500 

0 

0 

1,950 

0 

0 

2,106 

9 

0 

1,674 

19 

0 

3,305 

1 

3 

1,975 

4 

0 

600 

0 

0 

2,498     6     1 


Alfred  E.  Beddow  Memorial  Fund  : 

£5,134     2     1     War  3J%  Stock,  1952  or  after 


815 

12 

6 

1,595 

16 

6 

1,498 

13 

6 

£18,520 

1 

10 

5,078 

5 

6 
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LIST  OF  DONATIONS  AND  SUBSCRIPTIONS 

FOR    THE 

GENERAL  PURPOSES  OF  THE  COLLEGE. 

Received  from  the  1st  April,  1948,  to  31st  March,  1949. 


Her  Gracious  Majesty  Queen  Mary 
Anonymous 


Armitage,  Miss  A.  S. 
Aston  Charities  Trust,  Ltd. 
Backhouse,  Mrs. 

Ball,  Miss  F.  H 

Batchelor,  Miss  H.  M. 

Beddow,  Miss  E.  A. 

Beer,  Miss  E.  M. 

Bumsted,  Dr.  H.  J. 

Burton,  Messrs.  Montague,  Ltd. 

Campbell,  Miss  E.  L. 

Cardeston  Church  (Collection) 

Clucas,  Miss  LB... 

Cockshutt  Women's  Institute 

Cooper,  Miss  B.  B.  . ,. 

Cooper,  The  Misses  Pencliffe 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  Ltd. 

Cox,  E.  Esq. 

Cox  &  Sons,  Messrs.  G.  T.,  Ltd. 

Cropper,  Mrs. 

de  Ouincey,  Mrs.  R. 

Desch,  Dr.  C.  H 

Doudney,  S.  P.  Esq. 
Dowdell,  Dr.  E.  G. 
Evans,  E.  Esq. 

Ezra,  Mrs.  M.  H 

Freshfield,  Miss  J.   .  . 

Fulton,  Mrs.  J.  O 

Graves,  H.  R.  S.  Esq. 

Groves,  H.  L.  Esq.,  J. P. 

Henderson,  F.  Esq. 

Higby,  W.  V.  Esq.,  M.A.    .  . 

Holland,  Miss  H.  E. 

Holt,  G.  Esq. 

Home  &  Colonial  Stores,  Ltd. 

James,  S.  Esq. 

Kedwell,  C.  W.  Esq. 

Kelley,  H.  J.  Esq 

Lewis,  Mrs.  S.  Waller 

Marks,  Mrs.  A 

Marzetti,  C.  Esq. 

Carried  forward 


Donations 

Subscriptions 

£    s.    d. 

£ 

s.     d. 

10     0     0 

5 

5     0 

5 

5     0 

5 

0     0 

10 

0     0 

4     4     0 

2 

0     0 

3     3     0 

1 

1     0 

3 

16     5 

1 

1     0 

10     0 

2     2     0 

1 

1     0 

11   16     6 

1 

1     0 

1   10     0 

10     0 

2     0     0 
5     5     0 

2     2     0 


10  0 

5     5  0 

10  0 

5     0  0 


13  11 
1     1     0 


3  16     5 


£55     2     5 


2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

1 

18 

2 

1 

0 

0 

3 

12 

9 

9 

10 

11 

1 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

1 

10 

0 

2 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

10 

6 

2 

0 

0 

£74     17     2 
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Brought  forward 

Maxwell,  Miss  C 

Mitchell,  Miss  K 

Moon,  E.  R.  P.  Esq. 

Muspratt,  Miss  R.  S. 

Palmer,  C.  N.  Esq. 

Palmer,  Sir  G.  F.  N.  Bart 

Piaggio,  H.  T.  H.  Esq. 

Price,  W.  H.  Esq. 

Proctor,  H.  Esq. 

Rich,  T.  Esq. 

Saltoun,  The  Right  Hon.  Lord,  M.C. 

Samuelson,  Lady,  O.B.E 

Scarth,  Miss  S.  G. 

Shott,  R.  E.  Esq.     .  . 

Smith,  Miss  G. 

South,  Miss  M.  F. 

Southern,  Lady  B. 

Spittle,  S.  Esq. 

Stanford-le-Hope  Women's  Meeting 

Strathcona  and  Mount  Royal,  The  Right 

Hon.  Lord 
Strick,  Miss  E.  R. 
Thornton,  Miss  I. 
Todd,  R.  Esq. 
Tregoning,  J.  S.  Esq.,  J. P. 
Twist,  Miss   .  . 
Walker,  Messrs.  W.  B. 
Warner,  Miss  L.  M. 
Waterhouse,  Miss  F.  E. 
Wood,  Sir  William  and  Lady 

Woods,  Miss  S 

Youngman,  E.  H.  Esq. 
Zileri,  Miss  A.  S. 


ona 

tior 

is 

Subscriptions 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s.     d. 

55 

2 

5 

74 

17     2 

3 

0 

0 

2 
5 
1 

2 
1 

9 

0     0 
0     0 

0  0 
10     0 

2     0 

1  0 
5     0 
5     0 
5     0 
1    10 

2 

2 

0 

4 

4     0 

2 

*0 

0 

2 

i 
l 

5     0 
2     0 
1     0 
1     0 

3 

0 

0 

3 

1 

12     9 
18     2 

2 

0 

0 

2 
1 

2     0 

1     0 

10     6 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

10 

1 

10     0 
5     0 
1     0 
5     0 

£70     7     5 


£126     5     5 
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LEGACIES  RECEIVED. 

From  1st  April,  1948,  to  31st  March,  1949. 


Bridges,  Mrs.  A.  E.,  Executors  of  the  late 

Colville,  Mrs.  Emily,  Executors  of  the  late 

Davis,  Miss  H.  M.,  Executors  of  the  late 

Mace,  Miss  M.  E.,  Executors  of  the  late 

Ball,  E.  R.,  Esq.,  Executors  of  the  late 

£1,000  3%  Savings  Bonds,  1960/70 
£500  War  U%  Stock. 


£ 

214 

s. 
5 

d. 
11 

81 

11 

3 

100 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

INFORMATION  FOR  INTENDING  CONTRIBUTORS. 

The  Governors  wish  to  direct  the  attention  of  Annual  Subscribers  to 
the  fact  that,  by  agreeing  to  pay  their  subscriptions  for  seven  years  certain, 
they  would  enable  the  college  to  recover  income  tax  on  their  subscriptions, 

the  value  of  which  would  thus  be  augmented  without  extra  cost  to  the 
donors. 


Subscribers  desiring  to  benefit  the  College -in  this  way  are  requested 
to  complete  and  return  the  form  of  agreement  printed  on  the  next  page. 
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FORM  OF  BEQUEST. 


I  bequeath  to  the  ROYAL  NORMAL  COLLEGE  AND 
ACADEMY  OF  MUSIC  FOR  THE  BLIND,  for  the  general 
purpose  of  that  Institution,  the  sum  of 


free  of  legacy  duty,  and  the  receipt  of  the  Treasurer  or  one  of  the 
Treasurers  for  the  time  being  of  that  Institution,  shall  be  a  good 
discharge  for  such  legacy. 

N.B. — Any  property  may  now  be  given  by  Will  for  charitable  purposes. 

The  Will  or  Codicil  must  be  signed  by  the  Testator  in  the  presence  of 
two  witnesses,  who  must  subscribe  their  names  in  his  presence  and  in  the 
presence  of  each  other. 


><rv$^^<r*v«fr^<rvto^(rw^<rv$^^(^^ 


3&opal  iSormal  College 
for  tfje  Pliitb 


ROWTON    CASTLE, 

Near  SHREWSBURY, 

SHROPSHIRE. 


SEVENTY-SEVENTH 

Annual  Ikport 


1949-50. 


&^ZtWfy*^Z,^W^<Z,^W^<l,Wfy<^<l^4^ 


WALKER,    PRINTER,    SHREWSBURY. 


Jfflugita  Hux  tn  {EentbriS. 


i&opal  formal  College 

anil 

&tabemp  of  Mntiit  for  tlje  Plmb. 

FOUNDED   1st  MARCH,   1872 

BY 

DR.  THOMAS  RHODES  ARMTAGE  and  Sffi  FRANCIS  JOSEPH  CAMPBELL. 

REGISTERED  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  THE  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,   194! 
CERTIFIED  BY  THE  MINISTRY  OF  EDUCATION. 


Annual  i&eport, 


1949—50. 


PATRONS  : 

HIS  MOST  GRACIOUS  MAJESTY  THE  KING 

AND 

HER  GRACIOUS  MAJESTY  QUEEN  MARY. 


ROWTON  CASTLE,  near  SHREWSBURY,  SHROPSHIRE. 

Telephone  No.  :     "  HALFWAY  HOUSE  202." 

NOTICE. 

Particulars  of  the  rules  and  terms  for  the  admission  of  pupils,  the 
general  organisation  and  courses  of  instruction,  etc.,  will  be  furnished 
on  application. 

All   communications   should  be   addressed  to   the   Principal   and   Secretary  ' 
J.  N.  LANGDON,   B.Sc,  Ph.D. 
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THE  ROYAL  NORMAL  COLLEGE  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


Since  the  foundation  of  the  College  in  1872,  students  have 
been  received  from  all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  the 
Commonwealth.  The  College  is  undenominational  in  character. 
Its  object  is  to  train  the  blind  to  earn  their  own  living  and  to 
render  them  independent  and  self-reliant  citizens.  This  is  an 
object  which  the  College  has  succeeded  and  continually  succeeds 
in  accomplishing,  and  there  are  now  many  hundreds  of  former 
pupils  living  full  and  useful  lives  independent  of  public  or  charitable 
aid.  Most  of  these  are  filling  their  places  in  the  world  as  organists 
and  teachers  of  music,  pianoforte  tuners,  clergymen,  solicitors, 
school  teachers  and  shorthand-typists.  The  College  thus  makes 
a  definite  contribution  to  national  economy  in  effecting  the 
complete  rehabilitation  of  many  disabled  persons. 

The  present  organisation  of  the  College  comprises  a  School 
Department  in  which  boys  and  girls  between  the  ages  of  twelve 
and  sixteen  years  receive  a  sound  general  education,  and  depart- 
ments for  the  training  of  older  students  as  musicians,  piano 
tuners  and  shorthand-typists.  The  School  Department  is 
officially  designated  as  a  Selective  School  for  children  chosen 
between  the  ages  of  twelve  and  thirteen  years  by  reason  of 
ability  and  promise  of  eventual  suitability  for  admission  to  one 
of  the  College  Training  Departments. 

Voluntary  effort  was  responsible  for  the  foundation  of  the 
College  and  has  continued  to  play  an  important  part  in  its  life. 
The  Governors  wish  to  emphasise  the  fact  that  the  College  does 
not  participate  in  the  benefits  of  any  national  or  local  fund 
supported  by  voluntary  contributions   for  the   Blind.  The 

College  has  used  its  own  funds  freely  for  the  welfare  of  blind 
persons,  and  the  replenishment  of  these  funds  is  necessary  to 
enable  it  to  continue  to  help  its  students  in  ways  additional  to 
those  provided  by  Public  Authorities. 


OFFICERS     OF    THE     COLLEGE. 


PRESIDENT. 

The  Right  Hon.  LORD  HOWARD  de  WALDEN  AND  SEAFORD. 


VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

His  Grace  The  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

His  Grace  The  Lord  Archbishop  of  York. 

His  Grace  The  Duke  of  Westminster,  G.C.V.O.,  D.S.O. 

The  Right  Hon.  The  Lord  Mayor  of  London.     (Ex-officio). 

The  Master  of  the  Worshipful  Company  of  Clothworkers. 

(Ex-officio). 

The  Master  of  the  Worshipful  Company  of  Musicians  (Ex-officio). 

Colonel  The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Strathcona  and  Mount  Royal. 

Sir  John  M.  Stirling  Maxwell,  Bart. 

TRUSTEES. 

Colonel  The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Strathcona  and  Mount  Royal. 

H.  H.  Hardy,  Esq.,  C.B.E.,  M.B.E.,  M.A. 

Hubert  A.  Robertson,  Esq. 

BOARD  OF  GOVERNORS. 

*H.  H.  HARDY,  Esq.,  C.B.E.,  M.B.E.,  M.A. 

(Chairman). 

*HUBERT  A.  ROBERTSON,  Esq. 

*Major  The  Right  Hon.  LORD  SALTOUN,  M.C. 

(Vice-Chairmen). 

The  Right  Hon.  LORD  AMULREE,  M.D. 

*N.  P.  BIRLEY,  Esq.,  D.S.O.,  M.C,  M.A. 

Sir  ADRIAN  BOULT,  M.A.,  D.Mus. 

Captain  E.  H.  T.  BROADWOOD,  M.C. 

Sir  JOHN  J.  CONYBEARE,   K.B.E.,  M.C,  D.M.,  F.R.CP. 

*E.  G.  DOWDELL,  Esq.,  M.A.,  D.Phil. 

*W.  GUY  FOSSICK,  Esq.,  M.A. 

*W.  V.  HIGBY,  Esq.,  M.A. 

Major  N.  C.  M.  MACMAHON,  O.B.E. 

*ERNEST  MARSHALL,  Esq. 

*C.  W.  MITFORD,  Esq.,  M.A. 

The  Most  Hon.  THE  MARQUESS  OF  NORMANBY,  M.B.E. 

G.  THALBEN-BALL,  Esq.,  D.Mus.,  F.R.C.O.,  A.R.C.M. 

The  Rev.  Canon  G.  F.  WHITTLETON,  M.A. 

HON.  TREASURER. 

*Major  The  Right  Hon.  LORD  SALTOUN,  M.C. 

*  Members  of  the  Finance  and  House  Committee. 


GENERAL  COUNCIL. 

The  President. 
The  Vice-Presidents. 
The  Hon.  Treasurer. 
The  Members  of  the  Board  of  Governors. 
Mrs.  M.  Ezra.  C.  I.  B.  Lee,  Esq. 

H.  R.  S.  Graves,  Esq.  E.  R.  P.  Moon,  Esq. 

Miss  M.  Hamar  Greenwood.  T.  C.  Nicholson,  Esq. 

Frank  Henderson,  Esq.  E.  Harding  Payne,  Esq. 

C.  W.  Kedwell,  Esq.  The  Rev.  H.  S.  Sard,  M.A. 

A.  A.  Keeves,  Esq. 


OFFICERS  AND  STAFF. 

Hon.  Ophthalmic  Surgeon. 

Frederick  A.  Anderson,  Esq.,  M.D. 

Hon.  Aurists. 

W.  M.  Mollison,  Esq.,  C.B.E.,  F.R.C.S. 
S.  W.  G.  Hargrove,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S. 

Hon.  Medical  Officer. 

W.  E.  Gemmell,  Esq.,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Dental  Surgeon. 

R.  E.  Lloyd-Jones,  Esq.,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S.,  Eng. 

Solicitors. 

Messrs.  Shaen,  Roscoe  &  Co. 

Auditors. 

Messrs.  Miall,  Harper  &  Co. 

Architect. 

A.  E.  Williams,  Esq.,  L.R.I. B.A. 

Bankers. 

Barclay's  Bank,  Ltd.,  Westow  Hill,  Upper  Norwood,  S.E.19. 


MUSIC  DEPARTMENT. 

*J.  Eric  Hunt,  F.R.C.O.  (Ch.M.),  A.C.D.C.M.,  Director  of  Music. 
♦William  G.  Arkinstall,  F.R.C.O.,  L.R.A.M. 

Rev.  E.  Daniels,  Mus.  Bac,  F.R.C.O.,  A.R.C.M. 

Miss  D.  Everall,  L.R.A.M. 

Miss  E.  K.  Frank,  L.R.A.M. 

Miss  A.  M.  Laverack. 
*A.  G.  Whitton,  L.R.A.M. 


SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT. 

W.  J.  Merridan,  A.C.P.,  F.S.D.S. 

W.    CUNLIFFE. 

Miss  P.  L.  Morton,  B.A. 
Miss  N.  M.  Thomas,  B.Sc. 


PIANOFORTE  TUNING  DEPARTMENT. 

ADVISORY  TUNING  AND  EXAMINATION  BOARD. 

Representatives  of  : — 

Sir  Herbert  Marshall  and  Sons,  Ltd. 
Messrs.  John  Broadwood  and  Sons,  Ltd. 
Messrs.  C.  H.  Challen  and  Sons,  Ltd. 
Messrs.  The  Chappell  Piano  Co.,  Ltd. 
Messrs.  J.  B.  Cramer  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
Messrs.  George  Rogers  and  Sons. 

Examiners  :   Ernest  Marshall,  Esq. 

Captain  E.  H.  T.  Broadwood,  M.C. 

Teachers  :     *A.  G.  Whitton,  L.R.A.M. 
W.  A.  Adams. 


TYPEWRITING  DEPARTMENT. 

Miss  Margaret  Penny.  *Miss  Mary  Lewis.  I.  M.  Doull. 

Miss  L.  I.  Newham.  Miss  D.  H.  Johnson. 

*  Blind  and  partially  sighted  Members  of  the  Staff. 


OFFICE  STAFF. 

A.  Lidster,  M.A. — Bursar.  Miss  D.  M.  Harvey. 

Miss  R.  A.  Loder. 


DOMESTIC  SUPERVISORY  STAFF. 

Mrs.  J.  N.  Langdon — Lady  Superintendent. 
Nurse  R.  Chadwick. 
Miss  M.  Hoskin. 
Miss  W.  Webb-Jones. 


PRINCIPAL  AND  SECRETARY. 

J.  N.  Langdon,  B.Sc,  Ph.D. 


REPORT    OF    THE    BOARD    OF    GOVERNORS 

For  the  Year  ended    March   31st,   1950. 


IT  was  with  the  deepest  regret  that  the  Governors  received  news 
of  the  death  of  three  people  who  had  been  intimately  associated 
with  the  College  for  many  years.  In  the  following  brief 
notices  they  wish  to  record  their  appreciation  of  characters  and 
services  which  were  all  outstanding  in  their  different  ways. 

Miss  Alice  S.  Armitage  was  a  daughter  of  Dr.  T.  R.  Armitage, 
who  was  one  of  the  Founders  of  the  College  to  which  he  gave  extra- 
ordinarily generous  financial  aid  as  well  as  much  guidance  based 
on  the  experience  of  a  life  devoted  to  the  welfare  of  the  Blind. 
Miss  Armitage  followed  in  her  father's  steps  and,  like  him,  was 
widely  loved  and  admired.  Her  chief  concern  in  her  later  years 
was  for  the  National  Council  for  the  Blind  of  Ireland,  which  she 
founded  and  of  which  she  was  President,  but  she  always  maintained 
a  keen  and  fresh  interest  in  the  College.  She  was  a  member  of  the 
General  Council  and  a  most  generous  subscriber  to  the  College 
funds. 

Miss  Elizabeth  M.  Johnstone  had  been  Principal's  Secretary 
at  the  College  for  twenty  years.  She  took  a  personal  interest  in 
the  pupils  and  identified  herself  completely  with  the  College  in 
which  she  became  one  of  the  best  known  characters.  She  was  a 
woman  of  wide  interests,  generous  sympathies,  and  unshakable 
loyalties.  Devotion  to  duty  was  another  of  Miss  Johnstone's  out- 
standing qualities,  and  she  played  an  invaluable  part  in  the  two 
war-time  evacuations  of  the  College.  Her  death  affected  all  who 
knew  her  with  a  sense  of  personal  loss. 

Mr.  H.  J.  Kelley  entered  the  College  as  a  young  man  in  1895 
to  study  Music  and  Piano  Tuning.  On  completing  his  studies  he 
was  appointed  to  the  Music  Staff,  and  in  the  following  year  he  took 
up  the  duties  in  the  Piano  Tuning  Department  with  which  he  was 
associated  for  the  rest  of  his  life.  Mr.  Kelley  had  a  great  and 
well-deserved  reputation  as  a  practical  tuner  and  as  a  teacher  of 
his  craft.  He  set  a  very  high  standard,  but  he  was  patient  and 
extremely  painstaking  in  his  study  of  individual  difficulties. 
Grateful  testimony  to  the  success  of  his  unsparing  efforts  was 
borne  by  the  numerous  letters  received  from  former  pupils  when 


he  retired  in  1942.  During  the  early  days  of  the  war,  both  at 
Great  Maytham  and  at  Rowton  Castle,  Mr.  Kelley's  cheerful 
resourcefulness  was  of  the  greatest  value,  not  only  in  the  Tuning 
Department,  but  also  in  the  Music  Department  in  which,  to  his 
great  delight,  he  once  more  had  an  opportunity  of  doing  useful 
work.  Mr.  Kelley  was  a  man  of  fine  character,  and  his  pupils 
gained  much  from  his  wisdom  as  well  as  from  his  technical  skill. 

Deep  regret  was  also  felt  at  the  news  of  the  death  of  Dr. 
Edward  Allen,  Director  Emeritus  of  Perkins  Institution  for  the 
Blind  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  and  an  authority  of  international 
reputation.  Previous  to  his  long  period  of  office  as  Director  of 
Perkins,  Dr.  Allen  had  been  Principal  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Institution  for  the  Blind.  In  his  early  years  Dr.  Allen  was  an 
Assistant  Master  at  the  College  under  Sir  Francis  Campbell, 
whom  he  much  admired.  In  a  recent  article  in  "The  Outlook  for 
the  Blind,"  he  wrote  appreciatively  and  happily  of  that  experience. 

The  Governors  have  much  pleasure  in  announcing  that  the 
Right  Honourable  Lord  Amulree,  M.D.,  has  accepted  a  seat  on  the 
Board. 

The  prefabricated  aluminium  .building,  briefly  described  in 
the  last  Annual  Report,  has  been  brought  into  use  during  the  past 
year.  In  addition  to  housing  the  Typewriting  Department  in 
excellent  conditions,  it  contains  a  good  workshop  for  Piano 
Tuners  and  three  good  music  rooms.  Its  wide  passages  are  fitted 
with  steel  shelving  to  accommodate  approximately  2000  Braille 
books.  The  construction  provides  good  thermal  insulation,  and 
the  electric  heating  installation  maintains  a  comfortable  temper- 
ature. The  indirect  benefits  of  removing  the  Typewriting 
Department  from  the  main  building  have  been  considerable,  and 
the  domestic  and  social  amenities  of  the  College  have  been  much 
improved  in  consequence. 

Twenty-four  young  men  and  women  have  completed  their 
training  since  the  publication  of  the  last  Report.  Although  there 
are  indications  that  placement  is  becoming  more  difficult,  many  of 
these  obtained  suitable  employment  with  little  or  no  delay,  and 
acknowledgment  is  again  due  to  the  ready  and  effective  help  of 
the  Placement  Service  of  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind. 
It  should  also  be  recorded  that  many  former  pupils  have  spoken 
warmly  of  the  help  they  have  received  from  Disablement  Resettle- 
ment Officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service. 
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There  have  been  between  130  and  135  pupils  at  the  College 
during  the  year.  At  the  moment  there  are  three  vacancies  for 
boys,  but  there  is  still  a  waiting  list  for  girls.  The  Governors 
cannot  emphasise  too  strongly  that  early  application  for  admission 
is  desirable  and  that  the  only  certain  way  to  admission  to  one  of 
the  training  courses  at  sixteen  years  of  age  lies  through  the 
School  Department  of  the  College,  to  which  children  are  normally 
admitted  between  their  twelfth  and  thirteenth  birthdays. 

The  formal  education  and  vocational  training  of  the  pupils 
have  followed  their  customary  lines  in  general,  but  an  interesting 
innovation  has  been  introduced  in  giving  the  senior  girls  a  course 
of  instruction  and  experience  in  using  domestic  electrical  equip- 
ment. For  this  the  Governors  have  to  thank  the  Midlands 
Electricity  Board  and  their  Demonstrator,  Miss  Thomasson,  whose 
enthusiasm  has  made  the  experiment  a  success. 

As  in  the  past,  musical  entertainment  has  contributed  largely 
to  the  cultural  life  of  the  students,  and  many  first-class  artists 
have  been  heard  in  concerts  in  Shrewsbury  and  in  the  College. 
For  this  latter  privilege  the  Governors  again  express  their  warmest 
thanks  to  Gardner's  Trust  for  the  Blind,  to  whom  they  are  also 
indebted  for  the  extremely  handsome  gift  of  the  latest  model  of 
the  Compton  Electronic  Organ  which  has  just  been  installed  in 
the  Assembly  Hall,  where  it  replaces  an  earlier  model  which  was 
also  presented  by  the  Trust. 

The  Governors  desire  to  record  their  grateful  appreciation  of 
all  the  help  which  the  College  has  received  during  the  past  year. 
They  offer  their  particular  thanks  to  : — Gardner's  Trust  for  the 
Blind,  for  the  outstanding  gift  just  reported  ;  Dr.  F.  A.  Anderson, 
Honorary  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  ;  Dr.  W.  E.  Gemmell,  Honorary 
Medical  Officer  ;  Mr.  R.  E.  Lloyd-Jones,  Dental  Surgeon  ;  Mr. 
P.  W.  Powell,  for  the  use  of  the  football  pitch,  and  European 
Office  Equipments,  Ltd.,  for  the  maintenance  of  typewriters. 
They  also  gratefully  acknowledge  the  subscriptions,  donations 
and  legacies  received  during  the  year,  and  especially  thank  Mrs. 
M.  A.  Pennington,  formerly  of  Upper  Norwood,  for  relinquishing 
her  life  interest  in  a  legacy  of  £500  in  favour  of  the  College.  They 
wish  Mrs.  Pennington  many  happy  years  in  her  new  home  in 
Canada.  This  legacy  was  left  to  the  College  by  Miss  Cocking  of 
Falmouth  in  memory  of  her  nephew,  Lieutenant  F.  Cocking, 
killed  in  the  first  World  War. 
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As  this  Report  goes  to  press,  news  has  been  received  of  the 
death  of  Captain  A.  H.  Heath,  C.C.,  D.L.,  a  much  esteemed 
member  of  the  Board  of  Governors  from  1931  to  1948,  to  whose 
family  the  Board  extend  their  deepest  sympathy. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Governors. 

H.  H.  HARDY, 

Chairman. 
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PRINCIPAL'S    REPORT. 


IT  is  fitting  that  this  Report  should  open  with  a  personal  tribute 
to  a  colleague  who,  as  Principal's  Secretary,  had  initiated  the 
writer  into  many  of  his  duties  in  1937  and  shared  with  him 
most  of  the  difficulties  of  the  following  years.  These  included 
three  evacuations  and  two  complete  resettlements  of  the  College 
in  entirely  new  surroundings.  Miss  Johnstone's  unselfish 
devotion  played  a  great  part  in  bringing  the  College  through  those 
upheavals  which  will  always  be  coloured  in  the  memories  of  her 
colleagues  by  recollections  of  her  courage,  humour  and  essential 
generosity  of  spirit. 

In  general  the  past  twelve  months  have  been  tranquil  and 
happy.  Increased  accommodation  made  life  indoors  more 
comfortable,  while  a  fine  summer  made  it  possible  to  enjoy  the 
beautiful  grounds  to  the  full  and  focused  attention  on  the 
advantages  of  living  in  the  country.  These  advantages,  to  both 
health  and  education,  have  never  been  more  apparent  than  during 
the  past  year.  Many  of  the  younger  children  have  shown 
increased  interest  in  their  study  of  seasonal  changes  in  the  neigh- 
bouring fields  and  woods  and  in  the  agricultural  cycle,  while  a 
Nature  Society  has  been  instituted  among  the  older  students, 
several  of  whom  have  become  keen  observers  of  bird-song 
which  is  an  aspect  of  wild  life  particularly-interesting  and  reward- 
ing to  the  Blind.  The  disadvantages  of  a  rural  location  have  been 
somewhat  mitigated  by  an  improved  bus-service. 

At  Speech  Day,  on  July  8th,  1949,  the  Chief  Guest  and  Speaker 
was  the  Marquess  of  Normanby,  whose  services  to  blinded  fellow 
prisoners  of  war  were  well-known  to  his  audience  who  gave  him  a 
particularly  warm  welcome. 

At  the  Royal  Show,  held  in  Shrewsbury  in  July,  1949,  the 
exhibition  organised  by  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind 
included  demonstrations  of  special  educational  methods  by  two 
boys  from  our  School  Department,  and  of  Braille  shorthand  and 
typewriting  by  one  of  our  advanced  typists. 

"Gardner  Recitals",  provided  through  the  generosity  of  Gard- 
ner's Trust  for  the  Blind,  were  given  in  the  College  as  follows  : — 
A  lecture-recital  on  Bach's  Choral  Preludes  by  Sir  Ivor  Atkins  ; 
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a  piano  and  song  recital  by  Michael  Head  ;  song  recitals  by 
Arthur  Cranmer  and  Sophie  Wyss,  and  piano  recitals  by  Thomas 
Marshall  and  William  Fellows.  Parties  of  pupils  attended  con- 
certs in  Shrewsbury  at  which  they  heard  the  Shrewsbury 
Orchestral  Society  and  piano  recitals  by  Kendall  Taylor,  Iris 
Loveridge  and  Nina  Milkina. 

The  social  life  of  the  College  has  given  evidence  of  satisfactory 
development  in  the  growth  of  societies  organised  by  the  pupils 
themselves.  There  are  now  seventeen  such  societies,  of  which 
many  are  of  real  educational  value  and  enjoy  the  active  interest 
of  members  of  the  staff.  The  Senior  Debating  Society  again 
visited  the  Kinnerley  Young  Farmers'  Club  ;  the  Chess  Club 
entertained  teams  from  the  Shrewsbury  Chess  Club  and  Priory 
School ;  the  Senior  Dramatic  Society  gave  a  good  performance 
of  "Ten  Little  Niggers,"  and  the  Junior  Dramatic  Society  were 
equally  successful  in  "The  Truth  About  King  Wenceslas"  and 
"The  Monkey's  Paw."  These  two  societies  deserve  special 
commendation,  for  their  activities  benefit  the  whole  College,  as 
does  the  Choral  Society  which  sang  admirably  in  excerpts  from 
"The  Messiah,"  a  programme  consisting  of  Stanford's  "Songs  of 
the  Fleet"  and  Elgar's  "Songs  of  the  Bavarian  Highlands,"  and 
in  Arthur  Somervell's  "The  Passion  of  Christ."  The  Society  also 
sang  the  latter  work  in  St.  Mary's  Church.  The  College  Choir 
again  sang  at  the  Annual  Festival  of  the  Friends  of  St.  Mary's. 

The  School  Department  has  recently  joined  the  Ship  Adoption 
Society  and  the  junior  boys  and  girls  have  already  enjoyed  much 
interesting  correspondence  with  some  of  the  officers  of  their 
adopted  ship,  the  M.V.  "St.  Thomas."  There  is  an  unusually 
close  sentimental  link  between  the  College  and  the  ship  of  her 
adoption,  for  the  "St.  Thomas"  is  the  flag-ship  of  the  Saint  Line, 
of  which  Lord  Howard  de  Walden  is  Chairman,  and  is  named 
after  his  Lordship's  father  who  was  his  predecessor  for  many 
years  in  the  office  of  President  of  the  College. 

Scouts,  Guides  and  Rangers  have  met  regularly  and  have 
enthusiastically  followed  their  customary  activities.  The  Rangers 
raised  a  very  useful  sum  for  their  requirements  by  holding  a  sale 
of  work  for  which  they  industriously  prepared  for  several  months. 
Four  of  them  attended  a  week-end  camp  at  Ludlow  and  two 
attended  a  camp  in  Guernsey  during  holidays.  Parties  of  Scouts 
have  spent  week-ends  in  camp  in  the  Castle  Park. 
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In  the  finest  summer  for  several  years,  rain  caused  the  post- 
ponement of  the  Annual  Sports  for  the  first  time  since  the  College 
has  been  at  Rowton  Castle.  When  eventually  held,  they  went 
off  with  the  customary  success,  thanks  very  largely  to  the  careful 
preparatory  work  of  Mr.  Cunliffe  and  his  committee  of  boys  and 
girls.  The  cup  was  won  by  Campbell  House  who  well  deserved 
their  victory.  A  team  of  boys  again  visited  Worcester  College  for 
the  Blind  for  the  athletic  contest  which  appears  to  have  established 
itself  as  a  most  enjoyable  annual  event  for  which  the  hospitality 
received  at  Worcester  is  much  appreciated.  Similar  visits  were 
exchanged  with  the  Birmingham  Royal  Institution  for  the  Blind 
whose  hospitality  was  also  much  enjoyed. 

During  the  year  the  College  had  the  pleasure  of  entertaining 
three  leading  workers  for  the  Blind  from  overseas  : — Miss  Gaster, 
Principal  of  the  School  for  the  Blind  in  Ispahan  ;  Senor  Carazo, 
Director  of  the  Institute  Roman  Rosell,  Argentina,  and  Mr. 
J.  Papesch,  Director  of  Music  in  the  New  Zealand  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind. 

Frederick  How  was  awarded  First  Prize  in  the  London  Chamber 
of  Commerce  Examination  in  shorthand  at  110  words  per  minute. 
Other  examination,  successes  notified  since  the  publication  of 
the  last  report  are  as  follows  : 


SUCCESSES 


Associated  Board  of  the  Royal  Schools  of  Music. 

Grade  I  Piano 


II 


III 


IV 


Thelma  Berry     .  . 

Distinction 

Betty  Bricknell 

.      Merit. 

Malcolm  Draine 

Pass. 

Beryl  Jones 

.      Merit. 

Walter  Kinder    .  . 

.     Merit. 

Barry  Rogers 

Pass. 

Jeanette  Goddard 

Pass. 

Catherine  Greest 

Pass. 

Walter  Kinder    .  . 

.     Merit. 

Wendy  Watkin  . . 

.     Merit. 

Jeanette  Goddard 

.     Merit. 

Peter  Salt 

Distinction 

Peter  Wild 

Pass. 

Dorothy  Garratt 

Pass. 

Stanley  Murkin 

Pass. 

Bobbie  Rathbone 

Pass. 

Eric  Scriven 

Pass. 

15 


„     v 

»» 

Mary  Booth 
Keith  Bradley    .  . 

.     Merit. 

Distinction. 

„       VIII 

»> 

Michael  Campbell 
Herbert  Lawrence 

Distinction 
Pass. 

„     v 

Organ 

John  James 

Distinction 

„     v 

Singing 

Patricia  Newman 

.     Merit. 

George  Wright    .  . 

Pass. 

„       VI 

>j 

Herbert  Lawrence 

.     Merit. 

„       VI 

Violin 

Neville  Tostevin 

Distinction 

„     v 

Theory 

Ann  Blades. 
Geoffrey  Carlin. 
Peter  Jackson. 
John  James. 
Gladys  Mannerings. 
Stanley  Murkin. 
John  Richardson. 
Anthony  Robins. 
Peter  Salt. 
Ray  Sprintz. 
Malcolm  Turner. 
George  Wright. 

Guidhall  School  of  Music  and  Drama. 

Licentiateship  Diploma.         Organ  (Teacher). 


Arthur  Horsfield. 


Royal  College  of  Music. 

Associateship  Diploma. 


Organ  playing.         Michael  James. 


Royal  Society  of  Arts. 

Typewriting — Stage  I 

Ann  Blades 
John  Clark 

Pauline  Davis     .  . 

Credit 

Raymond  Edmonds 

Credit 

Benjamin  Hume 

Credit 

Robert  Keylock.  . 

Credit 

John  Sands 

Barbara  Scott     .  . 

Credit 

Norma  Shaw 

Sarah  Taylor 

Audrey  Townsend 

Alec  Thomas 

Credit 

Jean  Wathen 

Robert  Winter    .  . 

Credit 
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Typewriting — Stage  II 


Arthur  Birch 
Norman  Brodie 
Ryan  Carpenter 
Irene  Charnock  .  . 
William  Douglas 
Kathleen  Gunner 
Annie  Haley 
Connie  Handford 
Frederick  How   .  . 
Raymond  Lamb 
John  Mills 
Sylvia  Neal 
Kenneth  Parr 
Patricia  Ryan     .  . 
Norman  Verrill  .  . 
John  Williams    .  . 


Second  Class. 
First  Class. 
First  Class. 
First  Class. 
First  Class. 
First  Class. 
First  Class. 
First  Class. 
First  Class. 
Second  Class. 
Second  Class. 
First  Class. 
First  Class. 
First  Class. 
First  Class. 
First  Class. 


Typewriting — Stage  III 


William  Douglas 

Second  Class 

Annie  Haley 

Second  Class 

Frederick  How   .  . 

Second  Class 

Raymond  Lamb 

Second  Class 

John  Mills 

Second  Class 

Kenneth  Parr 

Second  Class 

James  Small  wood 

Second  Class 

Shorthand — -80  words  per  minute. 


Arthur  Birch. 
Ann  Blades. 
Norman  Brodie. 
Ryan  Carpenter. 
Irene  Charnock. 
Enid  Collinson. 
Pauline  Davis. 
Eileen  Ellison. 
Connie  Handford. 
Benjamin  Hume. 
Nona  Kiddell. 
George  Miller. 
Beryl  Nagle. 
Sylvia  Neal. 
Patricia  Ryan. 
Barbara  Scott. 
Dorothy  Segrott. 
Peter  Stockton. 
Sarah  Taylor. 
Audrey  Townshend. 
John  Turner. 
Norman  Verrill. 
John  Williams. 
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Shorthand — 100  words  per  minute. 

Norman  Brodie. 
Irene  Charnock. 
William  Douglas. 
Donald  Gray. 
Annie  Haley. 
Connie  Handford. 
Frederick  How. 
Raymond  Lamb. 
John  Mills. 
Kenneth  Parr. 
Patricia  Ryan. 
James  Smallwood. 
Dorothy  Segrott. 
John  Turner. 
Norman  Verrill. 


Shorthand — 120  words  per  minute. 

William  Douglas. 
Annie  Haley. 
Kenneth  Parr. 


Junior  Shorthand -Typist's  Certificate. 

Norman  Brodie. 
Irene  Charnock. 
William  Douglas. 
Kathleen  Gunner. 
Annie  Haley. 
Connie  Handford. 
Frederick  How. 
Raymond  Lamb. 
John  Mills. 
Sylvia  Neal. 
Kenneth  Parr. 
Patricia  Ryan. 
Dorothy  Segrott. 
John  Turner. 
Norman  Verrill. 
John  Williams. 


Shorthand-Typist's  Certificate. 

William  Douglas. 
Annie  Haley. 
Frederick  How. 
John  Mills. 
Kenneth  Parr. 
James  Smallwood. 
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London  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Shorthand — 110  words  per  minute. 

William  Douglas  . .  Distinctioi 

Annie  Haley        .  .  . .  Distinctioi 

Frederick  How   .  .  .  .  Distinctioi 

Kenneth  Parr     .  .  .  .  Distinction* 


College  of  Teachers  of  the  Blind — National  Diploma  in  Piano  Tuning. 

Gordon  Almond. 
Andreas  Constantinou. 
Leslie  Greenway. 
Frederick  Hornby. 
James  Hughes. 
John  Wells. 
George  Wright. 


Royal  Normal  College  for  the  Blind — Tuning  Certificate. 

Andreas  Constantinou. 
James  Hughes. 
John  Wells. 

The  following  Swimming  Certificates  were  awarded  : 

Intermediate       .  .      Richard  Aylott. 

Elementary  . .  Richard  Aylott. 
Colin  Holloway. 
Colin  McTavish. 
Ronald  Williams. 


COLLEGE  PRIZES  WERE  AWARDED  AS  FOLLOWS  : 

"George  Thomas  Rose"  Annual  Memorial  Prize,  awarded  for  Progress  in 
Music  : — Gordon  Almond,  Arthur  Horsfield,  Herbert  Lawrence, 
Brian  Rogers. 

"Dixson"  Annual  Prize  Essay  : — John  C.  Turner. 

"Lady  Francis  Campbell"  Annual  Recitation  Prize  : — Pauline  Davis, 
Kathleen  Gunner. 

The  "Philip  Lay  ton"  Prize,  awarded  for  the  most  industrious  work 
throughout  the  year  : — Jean  Wathen. 

The  "Philip  Layton"  Tuning  Prize  for  excellence  in  Tuning,  Repairing 
and  Construction  : — Andreas  Constantinou. 

Mr.  Kelley's  Tuning  Prize  : — Emile  Camille. 
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The  Pianoforte  Repertoire  Prizes  : — 

Class  A  (Seniors) — Herbert  Lawrence. 

Class  B  (Seniors) — Ann  Blades. 

Class  A  (Juniors) — the  "Mabel  Davis"  prize — Keith 
Bradley. 

Class  B  (Juniors) — Walter  Kinder. 

The  Organ  Repertoire  Prize  : — Michael  James. 

The  "Guy  Campbell"  Prize  for  Physical  Training  : — William  Douglas  and 
Raymond  Lamb. 

Typewriting  Prize  awarded  for  best  all-round  work  during  the  year  : — 
Frederick  How. 

Knitting  Prize  : — Maureen  McDonnell. 

Form  I  : — Rosemary  Lake. 

Form  II  :— Peter  Wild. 

Form  III — the  "Margaret  Mace"  Prize  : — Walter  Kinder. 

J.  N.  LANGDON, 

Principal, 
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THE    ROYAL    NORMAL    COLLEGE    AND 


Income  and  Expenditure  Account  for  the 


DR.  INCOME 

1949 

20,712  To  Fees  

144  „  Grant :  Ministry  of  Education    . . 

126  „  General  Subscriptions 

70  „  General  Donations 

2,320  „  Interest  on  Investments 

120  „  Repayments  for  Board,  etc. 

1  „  Sundry  Receipts 

1,113     „  Balance,  being  Excess  of  Expenditure  over  Income  for 
the  vear  .  . 


i  s.     d. 

23,990  15     0 

151  6     0 

111  3   11 

70  7     0 

2,019  14     2 

120  0     0 

2     0 

1,479  7  10 


£24,606 


£27,942  15  11 
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ACADEMY    OF    MUSIC    FOR    THE    BLIND 


Year  ended  31st  March,  1950. 


EXPENDITURE 
.1949 

9,426  By  Education 
8,400    „  Maintenance 

376    „  Nursing  and  Medicine 
1,313    „  Office  Expenses 

811     „  Garden  Outlay 
2,889    „  General  Expenses  . . 
1,391     „  Provision  for  Depreciation 


CR. 

£    s.  d. 

9,306     2  6 

10,220     8  9 

354   11  7 

1,500     5  3 

638     0  2 

3,919     6  2 

2,004     1  6 


/24.606 


£27,942   15   11 
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1949 

1,893 
605 


106 


17,810 

1,000 

200 

5,199 


LIABILITIES 

Sundry  Creditors  : 

Tradesmen's  Accounts,  etc. 
Board     of     Education     for    Teachers' 
Superannuation 


I     s.     d. 

1,475     2     9 
593  11     8 


BALANCE  SHEET 

£    s.    d. 


Gardner's  Trust  for  the  Blind  : 

Recitals  : 

Balance,  1st  April,  1949 
Further  amounts  advanced 

106 
100 

1 
0 

5 
0 

Less  Cost  of  Recitals  during  year  to 

date 

De- 

)ital 

206 
84 

1 

0 

5 

0 

Grant  for  refurnishing  Typewriting 
ment 

Less  Transfer  to  General  Fund  Caj 
Account 

900 
900 

0 
0 

0 
0 

Endowment  Funds  : 

College  Endowment  Fund  : 
Balance,  1st  April,  1949 


Add  Legacies 


Savings  Bank  Interest  year  to  date 


Less  Loss  on  Stock  Re- 
demption        .  .  .  .  10     8  10 
Transfer     to     General 

Fund  ..  ..    3,118     0     4 


22,314     1  2 

427     0  5 

13  19  4 

22,755     0  11 


Alfred  E.  Beddow  Memorial  Fund 


Funds  held  for  Special  Purposes  : 

Carnegie  Endowment  Fund 
Hornshaw  Bequest 
C.  A.  Ward  Endowment  Fund 
Other  Funds 


3,128     9     2 

19,626   11     9 
5,078     5     6 


17,810  0  0 

1,000  0  0 

200  0  0 

5,199  1  5 


2,068  14     5 


122     1     5 


24,704   17     3 


24,209     1     5 


Forward 


51,104  14     6 
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at  31st  March,  1950. 


ASSETS 


1949 

3,790 
620 

4,410 

4,368 

42 

135 

331 

19 
4 

1,042 
108 


Cash  at  Bank  and  in  Hand  : 

College  Endowment  Fund 
Special  Funds 


General  Fund 

Less  General  Fund  Overdraft 


Sundry  Debtors  and  Deposit  : 

Fees 

Income  Tax  recoverable  : 

General  Fund 

Special  Funds 

College  Endowment  Fund 
Recoverable  Expenditure 
Sundry 


Deposit  on  new  Electrone  Organ 
College  Endowment  Fund 


25,568 


18,520 
5,078 


17,810 

1,000 

200 

5,199 


/     s.     d. 

936  18     9 

425     8     5 


6,758  15     1 


500     0  0 

130  19  2 

19  19  0 

772     2  10 

99     2  3 

1,522     3  3 

180     0  0 


Investments  at  Cost  : 

General  Fund  13,610     7 

(Note  :  In  accordance  with  an  order 
made  by  the  Minister  of  Education 
on  the  4th  November,  1949,  a  sum  of 
/259  6s.  lOd.  has  been  invested  in 
3%  Savings  Bonds  which  are  held  by 
the  Official  Trustees  of  Charitable 
Funds). 
College  Endowment  Fund  .  •  •  •  18>50^   l* 

Alfred  E.  Beddow  Memorial  Fund  .  .    5,078     5 


Investments  held  on  behali  o£  Special  Funds  at  Cost  : 

Carnegie  Endowment  Fund  .  .  •  •  17-8^     JJ 

Hornshaw  Bequest  LOW     JJ 

C.  A.  Ward  Endowment  Fund     .  .           .  .%       200     0 
Other  Funds  5,198   10 


29,554 
104,610 


Freehold  Estate  Buildings,  etc.  ; 

Balance,  1st  April,  1949 
Additions  during  year  to  date 

.  Less  Depreciation 


29,553  19  1 

3,380  0  1 

32,933  19  2 

1,687  1  0 


£    s.    d. 


8,121     2     3 


1,702     3     3 


37,198     5     8 


24,208  10     2 


Forward 


31,246  18     2 
102,476  19     6 
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LIABILITIES— Continued 

1949  £    s.     d.  /     s.     d. 

54,205  Forward  ..      51,104   14     6 

Unexpended  Income  Balances  of  Special  Funds  : 

Balance,  1st  April,  1949 638     1    11 

Add  Interest  received  during  year  .  .        175     5     9 

Less  Prizes  and  Grants 
awarded 
Grant   to   General   Fund 

from    Elizabeth    Wills 

Allen  Fund 

638 

General  Fund  : 

Balance,  1st  April,  1949 52,363  9  6 

Add  Transfer  from  College  Endowment 

Fund        ..          .. 3,118  0  4 

Transfer  from  Gardner's  Trust  Account      900  0  0 

Interest  on  Savings  Bonds  re-invested           3  19  7 


813     7 

8 

285 

[ 

5 

0 

83 

6 

6 

368  11 

6 

56,385     9     5 
Less  Loss  on  Sale  of  Invest- 
ment        .  .  .\  .  .  68  12  10 
Excess    of    Expenditure 

over  Income  for  the  year  1,479     7   10 

■ 1,548     0     8 

52,364  54,837     8     9 


£107,207  £106,386  19     5 
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ASSETS — Continued 

1949  £    s.     d.  £    s.     d 

104,610  Forward         ..  ..     102,476  19     6 

Furniture,  Fixtures,  Appliances  and  Musical 
Instruments  : 

Balance,  1st  April,  1949 2,597     4     7 

Additions  during  year  to  date     ..  ..     1,681     8  10 


4,278   13     5 


Less  Sale  of  Pianos  .  .  5113     0 

Depreciation        .  .  .  .        317     0     6 

_ 368   13     6 

2,597  3,909  19   11 


107,207  £106,386  19     5 


We  have  examined  the  above  Balance  Sheet  and  Income  and  Expenditure 
accounts  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1950,  with  the  Books  and  Vouchers  and 
n.  our  opinion  they  are  properly  drawn  up  so  as  to  exhibit  a  true  and  correct  view 
f  the  state  of  the  College  affairs  according  to  the  best  of  our  information  and  the 
xplanations  given  us  and  as  shown  by  the  books  of  the  College. 

MIALL,  HARPER    &  CO., 
Chartered  Accountants, 

9  Idol  Lane, 
6th  June,  1950.  Eastcheap,  London. 

E.C.3. 
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SCHEDULE  OF  INVESTMENTS  HELD  ON  BEHALF  OF  SPECIAL  FUNDS, 

31st  March,  1950. 

Cost 
Carnegie  Endowment  Fund  :  £    s.     d. 

£5,653     7     6     Consolidated  4%  Stock 4,550     0     0 

£13,965   19     7     War  3|%  Stock,  1952  or  after 13,260     0     0 


(Market  Value,  £18,597   13s.     Sd.)  17,810     0     0 


Hornshaw  Bequest  : 

£1,000     0     0     War  3J%  Stock,  1952  or  after 1,000     0     0 

(Held  by  the  Official  Trustees  of  Charitable  Funds)  ====* 

(Market  Value,  £918  15s.     Od.) 

C.  A.  Ward  Endowment  Fund  : 

£259     8     6     Conversion  3±%  Stock,  1961        .  .  .  .  . .  200     0     0 

(Market  Value,  £238  19s.   lid.)  — r—  •         f  = 

Francis  Joseph  Campbell  Memorial  Fund  : 

(Founded  Jubilee  Year,  1922) 

£590     4     2     Conversion  3J%  Stock,  1961        501    12     3 

Elizabeth  Wills  Allen  Fund  : 

£3,030     0     0     London  County  Consolidated  2|%  Stock,  1960/70     3,000     0     0 

Elizabeth  Williams  Musical  Scholarship  Fund  : 

£1,015     2     6     Commonwealth    of    Australia    3£%    Registered 

Stock,  1950/52 ..         1,000     0     0 

George  Thomas  Rose  Memorial  Prize  Fund  : 

£382   15     2     British  Transport  3%  Guaranteed  Stock,  1978/88  500     0     0 

Dixson  Prize  Fund  : 

£19   12  10     War  3£%  Stock,  1952  or  after 20     0     0 

Lady  Francis  Campbell  Prize  Fund  : 

£33   17   10     Conversion  3£%  Stock,  1961        ..  ..  ..  26  17   11 

Philip  Layton  Prize  Fund  : 

$500     Montreal  Railwavs  30-year  General  Refunding 

Mortgage  * 100     0     0 

Guy  Campbell  Prize  Fund  : 

£50     0     0     2i%  Defence  Bonds  50     0     0 


(Market  Value,  £4,789   12s.     3d.)  £5,198  01     2 
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SCHEDULE  OF  INVESTMENTS,  31st  March,  1950. 

General  Fund  Investments  : 

£13,000     0     0     2£%  National  War  Bonds,  1951/53 

£269     8  10     3%  Savings  Bonds,  1965/75         

(Held  by  the  Official  Trustees  of  Charitable  Funds) 

(Market  Value,  £13,458     2s.      Id.) 


Cost 
£       s.     d. 

13,351     0     4 

259     6   10 

£13,610     7     2 


College  Endowment  Fund  : 

2£%  Defence  Bonds  

3%  Defence  Bonds  (£667  6s.  8d.  of  which  repre- 
sents the  investment  at  par  of  the  proceeds  of 
sale  of  old  Pianofortes) 

Conversion  3|%  Stock,  1961 

War  3%  Stock,  1955/59 

War  31%  Stock,  1952  or  after 

Birmingham  Corporation  3£%  Stock,  1946  or  after 

British  Transport  3%  Guaranteed  Stock,  1978/88 

British  Transport  3%  Guaranteed  Stock,  1978/88 

Central  Argentine  Railway  Consolidated  Ordinary 
Stock 

3%  Funding  Stock,  1959/1969 

British  Transport  3%  Guaranteed  Stock,  1978/88 

3%  Savings  Bonds,  1960/1970 

British  Electricity  3%  Guaranteed  Stock,  1974/77 


£500 

0 

0 

£1,950 

0 

0 

£2,000 

0 

0 

£1,650 

0 

0 

£3,963 

15 

8 

£2,000 

0 

0 

£232 

2 

3 

£3,870 

17 

3 

£2,250 

0 

0 

£1,500 

0 

0 

£1,576 

6 

5 

£1,000 

0 

0 

£624 

1 

5 

500  0  0 

1,950  0  0 

2,106  9  0 

1,674  19  0 

3,305  1  3 

1,975  4  0 

2,498  6  1 

815  12  6 

1,595  16  6 

1,498  13  6 

589  11  2 


(Market  Value,  £19,498     0s.    lid.)       £18,509   13     0 


Alfred  E.  Beddow  Memorial  Fund  : 

£5,134     2     1     War  3£%  Stock,  1952  or  after    .. 

(Market  Value,  £4,716  19s. 


2d.) 


£5,078     5     6 
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LIST  OF  DONATIONS  AND  SUBSCRIPTIONS 

FOR    THE 

GENERAL  PURPOSES  OF  THE  COLLEGE. 

Received  from  the  1st  April,  1949,  to  31st  March,  1950. 


Anonymous 


Armitage,  Miss  A.  S. 
Aston  Charities  Trust,  Ltd 
Backhouse,  Mrs. 
Batchelor,  Miss  H.  M. 
Beddow,  Miss  E.  A. 

Beer,  Miss  E.  M 

Buckle,  Miss  I.  R. 

Burton,  Messrs.  Montague,  Ltd. 

Campbell,  Miss  E.  L. 

Cardeston  Church  (Collection) 

Clucas,  Miss  I.  B. 

Cooper,  Miss  Frances 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Society, 

Cox,  E.,  Esq. 

Cropper,  Mrs. 

de  Quincey,  Mrs.  R. 

Desch,  Dr.  C.  H 

Dowdell,  Dr.  E.  G.  . . 

Evans,  E.,  Esq. 

Ezra,  Mrs.  M.  H 

Fulton,  Mrs.  J.  O. 
Graves,  H.  R.  S.,  Esq.     .  . 
Groves,  H.  L.,  Esq.,  J. P. 
Henderson,  F.,  Esq. 
Higbv,  W.  V.,  Esq.,  M.A. 
Holland,  Miss  H.  E. 
Kedwell,  C.  W.,  Esq. 
Lewis,  Mrs.  S.  Waller 
Moon,  E.  R.  P.,  Esq. 
Moore,  J.  R.,  Esq. 
Moore,  R.  A.,  Esq. 
Muspratt,  Miss  R.  S. 
Palmer,  C.  N.,  Esq. 
Palmer,  Sir  G.  F.  N.,  Bart. 
Paradise  Senior  Sunday  School 
Peters,  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Piaggio,  H.  T.  H.,  Esq, 
Price,  W.  Ii.,  Esq. 
Procter,  H.,  Esq. 
Rich,  T.,  Esq. 
Robins,  F.  E.,  Esq.  (for  drums) 


Carried  forward 


Ltd. 


Donations 

£    s.    d. 


4     4     0 


2     2  0 

7  11  0 

1    10  0 

5     5  0 


5     5     0 
10     0 


5     0     0 


10     0 


26     2     0 
4     0     0 

£61   19     0 


Subscriptions 

£    s. 

d. 

5     5 

0 

5     5 

0 

5     0 

0 

10     0 

0 

2     0 

0 

1      1 

0 

3  16 

5 

1     1 

0 

10 

0 

1      1 

0 

10 

6 

3  16 

5 

2     0 

0 

1     0 

0 

2     2 

0 

1   18 

2 

1     0 

0 

9  10 

11 

1     0 

0 

2     2 

0 

1     0 

0 

2     0 

0 

1     0 

0 

5     0 

0 

2     0 

0 

1     1 

0 

1     0 

0 

1     0 

0 

2     2 

0 

10 

0 

1     1 

0 

5 

0 

5 

0 

5 

0 

£78     8     5 
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Brought  forward 
Sage,  Miss  H.,  and  Easter,  Miss  F. 
Saltoun,  The  Rt.  Hon.  Lord,  M.C. 

»>         »»      >>       »>         >>         >>  •  • 

Scarth,  Miss  S.  G.  

Smith,  Miss  G. 

South,  Miss  M.  F.  

Southern,  Lady  B. 

Spittle,  S.,  Esq. 

Stanford-le-Hope  Women's  Meeting 

Strick,  Miss  E.  R.  .  . 

Thornton,  Miss  I. 

Thundersley  Congregational  Sunday  School 

Todd,  R.,  Esq "       .  . 

,,  ,,  ,,    (per  Greater  London  Fund) 

Twist,  Miss 

Walker,  Messrs.  W.  B. 

Warner,  Miss  L.  M.  

Waterhouse,  Miss  F.  E.   .  . 
Wood,  Sir  William  and  Lady 

Woods,  Miss  S 

Youngman,  E.  H.,  Esq. 

Zileri,  Miss  A.  S 


Donations 

Subscriptions 

£    s.    d. 

£     s.     d. 

61   19     0 

78     8     5 

1     1     0 

9     1   10 

1     0     0 

2     2     0 

5     0 

2     2     0 

1      1     0 

1      1     0 

1     0     0 

1    18     2 

2     0     0 

4     0 

2     2     0 

1      1     0 

10     6 

1     1     0 

1      1     0 

1      1     0 

10     0     0 

5     0 

1      1     0 

5     0 

£70     7     0 


£111     3  11 
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LEGACIES  RECEIVED 

From  1st  April,  1949,  to  31st  March,  1950. 

£     B.     d. 

Ball,  E.  R.,  Esq.,  Executors  of  the  late  .  .  . .  .  .        328   10   11 

Colville,  Mrs.  Emily,  Executors  of  the  late      .  .  .  .  .  .  66   14     8 

Mocatta,  Miss  Ada,  Executors  of  the  late         ..         ...  ..  311410 


INFORMATION  FOR  INTENDING  CONTRIBUTORS. 

The  Governors  wish  to  direct  the  attention  of  Annual  Subscribers  to 
the  fact  that,  by  agreeing  to  pay  their  subscriptions  for  seven  years  certain, 
they  would  enable  the  College  to  recover  income  tax  on  their  subscriptions, 

the  value  of  which  would  thus  be  augmented  without  extra  cost  to  the 
donors. 

Subscribers  desiring  to  benefit  the  College  in  this  way  are  requested 
to  complete  and  return  the  form  of  agreement  printed  on  the  next  page. 
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FORM  OF  BEQUEST 


I  bequeath  to  the  ROYAL  NORMAL  COLLEGE  AND 
ACADEMY  OF  MUSIC  FOR  THE  BLIND,  for  the  general 
purpose  of  that  Institution,  the  sum  of 


free  of  legacy  duty,  and  the  receipt  of  the  Treasurer  or  one  of  the 
Treasurers  for  the  time  being  of  that  Institution,  shall  be  a  good 
discharge  for  such  legacy. 

N.B. — Any  property  may  now  be  given  by  Will  for  charitable  purposes. 

The  Will  or  Codicil  must  be  signed  by  the  Testator  in  the  presence  of 
two  witnesses,  who  must  subscribe  their  names  in  his  presence  and  in  the 
presence  of  each  other. 


^^(T^^^<r^i^^<rt^^^(r%^^^(r^^ 


3fcoj>al  J^ormal  College 
for  tije  Winh 


ROWTON    CASTLE, 

Near  SHREWSBURY, 

SHROPSHIRE. 


SEVENTY-EIGHTH 

Annual  import 


I950-5I. 


j^<Z^fy^<ltP4fy^<l^4fy^<lSW^(Z'Wk*^ 


WALKER,    PRINTER,    SHREWSBURY. 


jfltustca  Hux  in  fEenebrisi. 


&oj>al  formal  College 

anb 

&tabtm|>  of  fflu&it  for  tFie  Plmo. 

FOUNDED   1st  MARCH,   1872 

BY 
DR.  THOMAS  RHODES  ARMITAGE  and  SHI  FRANCIS  JOSEPH  CAMPBELL. 

REGISTERED  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  THE  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,   1948. 
CERTIFIED  BY  THE  MINISTRY  OF  EDUCATION. 


Annual  Heport, 


1950—51, 


PATRONS  : 

HIS  MOST  GRACIOUS  MAJESTY  THE  KING 

AND 

HER  GRACIOUS  MAJESTY  QUEEN  MARY. 


ROWTON  CASTLE,  near  SHREWSBURY,  SHROPSHIRE. 

Telephone  No.  :     "  HALFWAY  HOUSE  202." 

NOTICE. 

Particulars  of  the  rules  and  terms  for  the  admission  of  pupils,  the 
general  organisation  and  courses  of  instruction,  etc.,  will  be  furnished 
on  application. 

All  communications   should  be   addressed  to   the    Principal   and   Secretary  : 
J.  N.  LANGDON,  B.Sc,  Ph.D. 
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THE   ROYAL  NORMAL  COLLEGE  FOR  THE  BLIND 


Since  the  foundation  of  the  College  in  1872,  students  have 
been  received  from  all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  the 
Commonwealth.  The  College  is  undenominational  in  character. 
Its  object  is  to  train  the  blind  to  earn  their  own  living  and  to 
render  them  independent  and  self-reliant  citizens.  This  is  an 
object  which  the  College  has  succeeded  and  continually  succeeds 
in  accomplishing,  and  there  are  now  many  hundreds  of  former 
pupils  living  full  and  useful  lives  independent  of  public  or  charit- 
able aid.  Most  of  these  are  filling  their  places  in  the  world  as 
organists  and  teachers  of  music,  pianoforte  tuners,  clergymen, 
solicitors,  school  teachers  and  shorthand-typists.  The  College 
thus  makes  a  definite  contribution  to  national  economy  in  effect- 
ing the  complete  rehabilitation  of  many  disabled  persons. 

The  present  organisation  of  the  College  comprises  a  School 
Department  in  which  boys  and  girls  between  the  ages  of  twelve 
and  sixteen  years  receive  a  sound  general  education,  and  depart- 
ments for  the  training  of  older  students  as  musicians,  piano 
tuners  and  shorthand-typists.  The  School  Department  is 
officially  designated  as  a  Selective  School  for  children  chosen 
between  the  ages  of  twelve  and  thirteen  years  by  reason  of 
ability  and  promise  of  eventual  suitability  for  admission  to  one 
of  the  College  Training  Departments. 

Voluntary  effort  was  responsible  for  the  foundation  of  the 
College  and  has  continued  to  play  an  important  part  in  its  life. 
The  Governors  wish  to  emphasise  the  fact  that  the  College  does 
not  participate  in  the  benefits  of  any  national  or  local  fund 
supported  by  voluntary  contributions  for  the  Blind.  The 
College  has  used  its  own  funds  freely  for  the  welfare  of  blind 
persons,  and  the  replenishment  of  these  funds  is  necessary  to 
enable  it  to  continue  to  help  its  students  in  ways  additional  to 
those  provided  by  Public  Authorities. 


OFFICERS    OF   THE   COLLEGE 


PRESIDENT. 

The  Right  Hon.   LORD   HOWARD  de  WALDEN  AND  SEAFORD. 


VICE-PRESIDENTS. 

His  Grace  The  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

His  Grace  The  Lord  Archbishop  of  York. 

His  Grace  The  Duke  of  Westminster,  G.C.V.O.,  D.S.O. 

The  Right  Hon.  The  Lord  Mayor  of  London.     (Ex-officio). 

The  Master  of  the  Worshipful  Company  of  Clothworkers. 

(Ex-officio). 
The  Master  of  the  Worshipful  Company  of  Musicians.  (Ex-officio). 
Colonel  The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Strathcona  and  Mount  Royal. 
Sir  John  M.  Stirling  Maxwell,  Bart. 


TRUSTEES. 

Colonel  The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Strathcona  and  Mount  Royal. 

H.  H.  Hardy,  Esq.,  C.B.E.,  M.B.E.,  M.A. 

Hubert  A.  Robertson,  Esq. 


BOARD  OF  GOVERNORS. 

*H.  H.  HARDY,  Esq.,  C.B.E.,  M.B.E.,  M.A. 

(Chairman). 

*HUBERT  A.  ROBERTSON,  Esq. 

*Major  The  Right  Hon.  LORD  SALTOUN,  M.C. 

( Vice-Chairmen) . 

The  Right  Hon.  LORD  AMULREE,  M.D. 

*N.  P.  BIRLEY,  Esq.,  D.S.O.,  M.C,  M.A. 

Sir  ADRIAN  BOULT,  M.A.,  D.Mus. 

Captain  E.  H.  T.  BROADWOOD,  M.C. 

Sir  JOHN  J.  CONYBEARE,  K.B.E.,  M.C,  D.M.,  F.R.C.P. 

E.  H.  DOWDELL,  Esq.,  M.A. 

*W.  GUY  FOSSICK,  Esq.,  M.A. 

*W.  V.  HIGBY,  Esq.,  M.A. 

*R.  W.  HOLLAND,  Esq.,  O.B.E.,  M.A.,  M.Sc,  LL.D. 

Major  N.  C  M.  MACMAHON,  O.B.E. 

*ERNEST  MARSHALL,  Esq. 

*C.  W.  MITFORD,  Esq.,  M.A. 

The  Most  Hon.  THE  MARQUESS  OF  NORMANBY,  M.B.E. 

G.  THALBEN-BALL,  Esq.,  D.Mus.,  F.R.C.O.,  A.R.C.M. 

The  Rev.  Canon  G.  F.  WHITTLETON,  M.A. 


HON.  TREASURER. 

*Major  The  Right  Hon.  LORD  SALTOUN,  M.C 

*  Members  of  the  Finance  and  House  Committee. 
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GENERAL  COUNCIL. 

The  President. 
The  Vice-Presidents. 
The  Hon.  Treasurer. 
The  Members  of  the  Board  of  Governors. 
Miss  E.  A.  Beddow.  A.  A.  Reeves,  Esq. 

E.  Cox,  Esq.  C.  I.  B.  Lee,  Esq. 

Mrs.  M.  Ezra.  E.  R.  P.  Moon,  Esq. 

H.  R.  S.  Graves,  Esq.  T.  C.  Nicholson,  Esq. 

Miss  M.  Hamar  Greenwood.  E.  Harding  Payne,  Esq. 

Frank  Henderson,  Esq.  The  Rev.  H.  S.  Sard,  M.A. 

C.  W.  Kedwell,  Esq.  Sir  William  and  Lady  Wood. 


OFFICERS  AND  STAFF. 
Hon.  Ophthalmic  Surgeon. 

Frederick  A.  Anderson,  Esq.,  M.D. 

Hon.  Aurists. 

W.  M.  Mollison,  Esq.,  C.B.E.,  F.R.C.S. 
S.  W.  G.  Hargrove,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S. 

Hon.  Medical  Officer. 

W.  E.  Gemmell,  Esq.,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Dental  Surgeon. 

R.  E.  Lloyd  Jones,  Esq.,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S.,  Eng. 

Solicitors. 

Messrs.  Shaen,  Roscoe  &  Co. 

Auditors. 

Messrs.  Miall,  Harper  &  Co. 

Architect. 

A.  E.  Williams,  Esq.,  L.R.I. B.A. 

Bankers. 

Barclay's  Bank,  Ltd.,  Westow  Hill,  Upper  Norwood,  S.E.19. 


MUSIC  DEPARTMENT. 

*J.  Eric  Hunt,  F.R.C.O.  (Ch.M.),  A.C.D.C.M.,  Director  of  Music. 
*William  G.  Arkinstall,  F.R.C.O.,  L.R.A.M. 

Rev.  E.  Daniels,  Mus.  Bac,  F.R.C.O.,  A.R.C.M. 

Miss  D.  Everall,  L.R.A.M. 

Miss  E.  K.  Frank,  L.R.A.M. 

Miss  A.  M.  Laverack. 
*A.  G.  Whitton,  L.R.A.M. 


SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT. 

W.  J.  Merridan,  A.C.P.,  F.S.D.S. 

W.  Cunliffe. 

Miss  P.  L.  Morton,  B.A. 

Miss  N.  M.  Thomas,  B.Sc. 


PIANOFORTE  TUNING  DEPARTMENT. 

ADVISORY  TUNING  AND  EXAMINATION  BOARD. 

Representatives  of  : 

Sir  Herbert  Marshall  and  Sons,  Ltd. 
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PRINCIPAL  AND  SECRETARY. 

J.  N.  Langdon,  B.Sc,  Ph.D. 


REPORT   OF   THE    BOARD   OF   GOVERNORS 

For  the  Year  ended  March  31st,   1951. 


IT  is  with  sorrow  that  the  Governors  report  the  death  of  a  loved 
and  admired  colleague,  Dr.  E.  G.  Dowdell,  who  had  been  a 
particularly  active  and  effective  member  of  the  Board  since 
his  election  in  1940.  The  following  appreciation  is  printed  by 
courtesy  of  the  Editor  of  the  Bulletin  of  the  Royal  Normal  College 
Old  Students  Guild. 

"Dr.  Dowdell  was  a  man  of  great  ability  and  lovable  dispo- 
sition. He  entered  the  Royal  Normal  College  for  the  Blind  in  1911 
and  left  in  1921  to  go  up  to  St.  John's  College,  Oxford,  where  he 
eventually  became  Lecturer  in  Economics.  He  was  latterly 
appointed  University  Lecturer.  His  wide  knowledge,  balanced 
judgment,  and  constructive  criticism  were  expressed  in  such  a 
modest  and  conciliatory  manner  that  he  had  long  been  a  valued 
member  of  many  important  Committees  on  the  welfare  of  the 
Blind.  He  was  President  of  the  National  Federation  of  the  Blind, 
Chairman  of  the  Oxford  City  and  County  Society  for  the  Blind, 
Chairman  of  the  Finance  and  House  Committee  of  the  Royal 
Normal  College,  of  which  he  became  a  Governor  in  1940,  and  a 
Governor  of  Worcester  College  for  the  Blind.  He  also  served  on 
several  committees  of  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  of 
whose  Executive  Council  he  was  a  National  Member.  Dr. 
Dowdell's  industry  was  phenomenal  and  was  unreservedly  at  the 
service  of  anyone  seeking  his  help.  It  is  perhaps  for  his  unassuming 
helpfulness  that  he  will  be  remembered  best,  even  more  than  for 
his  great  qualities  of  intellect,  sincerity,  courage  and  humour. 
His  gifts  were  such  that,  for  all  his  modesty,  he  could  not  have 
been  other  than  an  outstanding  figure.  Dr.  Dowdell's  achieve- 
ments are  the  measure  of  the  loss  suffered  through  his  untimely 
death  by  the  causes  he  had  at  heart,  and  particularly  by  his  old 
school  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  most  active  Governors.  He  was 
a  frequent  visitor  at  Rowton  Castle  where  he  delighted  in  the 
opportunity  for  country  walks  and  the  rich  variety  of  bird  songs 
which  he  studied  and  took  pleasure  in  identifying.  He  was  keenly 
interested  in  everything  concerning  the  College  and  especially  in 
the  Music  Department.  He  himself  was  a  sensitive  pianist  and 
had  a  sound  knowledge  of  music.  He  was  also  a  shrewd  business 
man.  Dr.  Dowdell  was  a  man  of  many  parts.  Those  who  knew 
him  only  as  a  wise  counsellor  with  an  occasionally  astringent  sense 
of  humour,  may  not  have  suspected  that  he  also  had  a  sense  of 
fun  which  made  him  a  most  entertaining  companion.     He  won 


the  affection  of  those  who  knew  him  intimately,  just  as  he 
commanded  the  respect  of  all  who  had  any  dealings  with  him. 
Dr.  Dowdell's  death  leaves  us  with  a  sense  of  loss  which  will 
remain,  but  which  will  also  evoke  memories  that  inspire." 

The  Governors  are  happy  to  announce  that  Dr.  R.  W. 
Holland,  O.B.E.,  has  rejoined  their  counsels,  and  that  Mr.  E.  H. 
Dowdell,  M.A.,  brother  of  their  late  colleague,  has  accepted  a 
seat  on  the  Board. 

The  past  year  has  borne  its  share  of  the  sense  of  frustration 
which  will  persist  as  long  as  the  College  lacks  some  desirable 
amenities  which  cannot  readily  be  provided  in  these  times  of 
economic  difficulty  and  uncertainty.  The  Governors  find  comfort, 
however,  in  evidence  that  the  essential  aims  of  the  College  are 
still  being  realised,  as  is  shown  by  the  following  extract  from  a 
letter  recently  received  from  one  of  the  students  who  completed 
their  training  during  the  year  under  review. 

"I  am  writing  to  thank  you  very  sincerely  for  all  that  was 
done  on  my  behalf  while  I  was  a  student  at  the  College.  I  had 
a  strong  desire  to  get  the  kind  of  education  and  training  to 
make  me  an  independent  blind  person  able  to  earn  my  living 
along  with  sighted  people.  I  think  I  can  say  that  I  am  now 
doing  exactly  that,  and  I  am  very  grateful  to  the  College  and 
everyone  there  who  contributed  in  any  way  to  make  my 
training  complete." 

In  this  connection  attention  may  appropriately  be  directed 
to  the  examination  successes  recorded  on  later  pages  of  this 
Report.  These  show  that  since  the  publication  of  the  last  Annual 
Report  the  Music  Department  has  won  five  L. R.A.Ms.,  one 
A.R.C.O.,  one  L.G.S.M.,  and  one  A.T.C.L.  During  the  same  period 
the  T3^pewriting  Department  has  won  three  Silver  Medals  and  one 
Bronze  Medal  in  Royal  Society  of  Arts  examinations.  Three  of 
the  medallists  were  placed  first,  and  the  fourth  was  placed  second, 
in  the  Country  in  their  respective  examinations. 

There  have  been  between  130  and  135  pupils  at  the  College 
during  the  year.  It  is  expected  that  there  will  be  several  vacancies 
for  boys  in  September,  but  there  is  still  a  waiting  list  for  girls. 
The  Governors  cannot  emphasise  too  strongly  that  early  appli- 
cation for  admission  is  desirable  and  that  the  only  certain  way  to 
admission  to  one  of  the  training  courses  at  sixteen  years  of  age  lies 
through  the  School  Department  of  the  College,  to  which  children 
are  normally  admitted  between  their  twelfth  and  thirteenth 
birthdays. 


Twenty-two  young  men  and  women  have  completed  their 
training  since  the  publication  of  the  last  Report.  Several  of  these 
went  immediately  on  leaving  to  posts  which  had  already  been 
found  for  them  through  the  agency  of  influential  persons  with 
whom  the  College  is  in  contact.  In  other  cases  grateful  acknow- 
ledgment of  valuable  co-operation  is  again  due  to  the  Placement 
Service  of  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  and  to  many 
Officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service,  particu- 
larly those  in  the  Shrewsbury  office  of  the  Ministry,  who  have 
naturally  had  to  deal  with  a  number  of  cases. 

The  Governors  desire  to  express  their  thanks  to  all  those  who 
have  helped  the  College  in  various  ways.  Especial  thanks  are 
due  to  Gardner's  Trust  for  the  Blind  for  the  renewal  of  the  grant, 
most  generously  increased,  for  the  continuance  of  "Gardner" 
Recitals  of  Music  in  the  College.  The  Board  record  their  grateful 
appreciation  of  the  services  of  Dr.  F.  A.  Anderson,  Dr.  W.  E. 
Gemmell,  Mr.  S.  W.  G.  Hargrove,  and  Mr.  R.  E.  Lloyd  Jones. 
They  again  express  their  warmest  thanks  to  Mr.  P.  W.  Powell 
for  the  use  of  the  football  pitch,  to  the  Midlands  Electricity  Board 
for  the  lectures  and  demonstrations  by  Miss  J.  Thomasson,  to 
European  Office  Equipments,  Ltd.,  for  the  maintenance  of  type- 
writers, to  Mid- Wales  Motorways,  Ltd.,  for  conveying  the  College 
team  to  and  from  Worcester  without  charge,  and  to  the  Shrews- 
bury Music  Society  for  free  tickets.  They  much  appreciate  the 
helpful  co-operation  of  the  Shropshire  Education  Committee  in 
bringing  the  College  within  the  ambit  of  the  County  Scheme  for 
Adult  Education,  and  they  are  particularly  indebted  to  the  Area 
Tutor  Organiser,  Mr.  Donald  Moore,  B.A.,  and  to  Mr.  Barham 
Johnson,  Mus.  Baa,  who  have  regularly  lectured  at  the  College. 
They  also  gratefully  acknowledge  the  subscriptions,  donations 
and  legacies  received  during  the  year. 

Finally,  in  acknowledging  the  loyalty  and  devotion  of  the 
Staff,  who  after  a  short  time  in  the  College,  each  in  turn,  find  their 
service  much  more  a  vocation  than  a  labour,  the  Governors  wish 
especially  to  record  their  appreciation  of  the  united  services  of 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Langdon.  The  latter  spares  herself  nothing  in 
ensuring  by  personal  toil  and  direction  that  the  domestic  side  runs 
smoothly  and  efficiently  in  conditions  often  obviously  difficult  ; 
and  the  former  contrives  to  combine  the  academic  and  adminis- 
trative duties  of  Principal  with  the  fast  expanding  work  of 
Secretary  to  the  Governing  Body — a  duality  which  in  similar 
Institutions  commonly  employs  the  labours  of  two  men. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Governors. 

H.  H.  HARDY, 

Chairman. 
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PRINCIPAL'S    REPORT 


OLD  friends  of  the  College  will  be  especially  pleased  to  read 
that  the  Music  Department  has  had  a  remarkably 
successful  year  which  does  much  credit  to  pupils  and 
teachers  alike.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  Typewriting 
Department  which  has  added  to  its  already  long  list  of  pupils 
who  have  been  awarded  special  recognition  by  the  Royal  Society 
of  Arts.  Having  written  this,  it  is  only  fair  to  add  that  the  Tuning 
Department,  whose  pupils  do  not  have  the  opportunity  to  win 
laurels  in  public  examinations,  has  quietly  and  efficiently  con- 
tinued its  work  of  providing  many  young  men  with  the  means  of 
a  livelihood  as  useful  citizens.  The  School  Department  too, 
which  is  happily  free  from  the  demands  of  external  examinations, 
has  effectively  followed  its  programme.  In  short,  teachers  and 
pupils  throughout  the  College  can  look  back  on  a  year  of  happy 
and  fruitful  co-operation. 

"Gardner  Recitals"  again  made  a  very  valuable  contribution 
to  the  musical  education  and  entertainment  of  the  College.  They 
were  as  follows  :  Song  Recitals  by  Nancy  Evans  and  Jennifer 
Vyvyan  ;  a  violin  recital  by  Jelly  d'Aragni ;  a  piano  recital  by 
Tom  Bromley  ;  chamber  music  by  the  Fairhurst  Trio,  and  an 
organ  recital  by  Dr.  William  Harris.  The  customary  Tuesday 
afternoon  recitals  have  been  held  and  have  occasionally  given 
advanced  students  opportunity  to  gain  experience  before  an 
audience  which  is  both  sympathetic  and  critical.  Signorina 
Emmaria  Pasi,  a  young  Italian  visitor,  gave  a  brilliant  piano 
recital  on  one  of  these  occasions.  Parties  of  students  have  also 
attended  concerts  in  Shrewsbury  where  they  have  heard  the 
Shrewsbury  Orchestral  Society,  a  piano  recital  by  Colin  Horsley, 
and  performances  of  "The  Messiah"  and  ''St.  Paul"  in  St.  Chad's 
Church.  The  College  Choir  again  sang  in  the  Festival  Service  of 
the  Friends  of  St.  Mary's  Church. 

Through  the  very  kind  co-operation  of  Henshaw's  Institution 
for  the  Blind,  who  gave  the  competitors  hospitality  for  the  night, 
a  number  of  our  boys  and  girls  were  able  to  enter  for  the  Braille 
Reading  Competition  held  in  Manchester  by  the  Northern  Branch 
of  the  National  Library  for  the  Blind.  Most  of  them  received 
good  marks,  and  the  College  candidates  were  awarded  the  prizes 
for  the  first  three  places  in  the  group  of  competitors  between  17 
and  20  years  of  age. 
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Advanced  music  pupils  have  again  attended  lectures  at 
Attingham  Park,  the  Shropshire  County  Adult  College.  Also 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Shropshire  Education  Committee,  Mr. 
Barham  Johnson,  formerly  Director  of  Music  at  Shrewsbury 
School,  has  given  a  series  of  general  lectures  on  music  in  the  College 
Hall,  and  has  regularly  taken  a  class  of  advanced  students. 
Under  the  same  scheme  the  College  has  enjoyed  a  series  of  lectures 
on  general  subjects  by  Mr.  Donald  Moore,  Area  Tutor  Organiser 
for  Adult  Education,  assisted  by  other  lecturers. 

Out-of-school  activities  have  been  well  maintained.  The 
Choral  Society  gave  a  splendid  performance  of  Armstrong  Gibbs' 
setting  of  "The  Highwayman"  by  Alfred  Noyes.  The  Dramatic 
Societies  were  very  busy  during  the  winter  months.  "Dr. 
O'Toole"  and  "Poet's  Corner"  were  presented  by  the  Juniors,  and 
the  Seniors  gave  good  performances  of  two  one-act  plays  by 
Bernard  Shaw,  "Passion,  Poison  and  Petrifaction"  and  "The 
Music  Cure,"  and  the  play,  "Arsenic  and  Old  Lace."  This  last 
and  somewhat  ambitious  production  was  so  successful  that  it  was 
decided  to  repeat  it  before  an  outside  audience  in  aid  of  Cardeston 
Church  funds.  Appreciative  and  very  encouraging  notices 
subsequently  appeared  in  the  local  press.  The  Annual  Sports, 
again  organised  by  a  committee  of  students,  followed  the  now 
well-established  programme  and  aroused  much  enthusiasm.  The 
Cup  was  won  by  "Armitage"  House.  Teams  of  boys  have  met 
Worcester  College  for  the  Blind  and  the  Birmingham  Royal 
Institution  for  the  Blind  at  football,  handball  and  athletics. 

Lord  Saltoun  was  the  Chief  Guest  at  Speech  Day,  held  on 
June  30th,  1950,  and  presented  the  prizes.  He  referred  in  the 
course  of  his  speech  to  his  friendship  with  the  late  Sir  Beechcroft 
Towse,  V.C.,  and  spoke  very  much  to  the  point  on  the  theme  of 
courage.  To  those  who  were  leaving  he  said  that  they  should 
always  remember  that  they  were  going  out  to  a  friendly  world 
which  would  help  them  in  every  possible  way. 

Several  senior  students  attended  the  Esperanto  Congress 
held  during  the  summer  holidays  in  Paris.  One  of  them  addressed 
the  Blind  Sub-Congress  and  subsequently  published  an  article 
describing  the  work  of  the  College  in  the  international  magazine, 
"Esperanto  Ligilo." 

The  College  has  been  well  visited  by  old  students,  many  of 
whom  have  enjoyed  its  hospitality  for  week-ends.  Among  other 
welcome  guests  were  Miss  E.  Abeyekoon  and  Miss  Pearl  Dissana- 
yake  from  the  Ceylon  School  for  the  Deaf  and  Blind,  Miss  Adele 
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Dafesh,  Principal  of  the  Lovell  Society  Home  for  the  Blind  at 
Bethlehem,  Miss  Hugo,  Principal  of  the  School  for  the  Blind  at 
Fort  Victoria,  Southern  Rhodesia,  and  Fathers  Campbell  and 
Cypihot  from  Quebec. 

The  following  examination  successes  have  been  notified  since 
the  publication  of  the  last  report  : 


Associated  Board  of  the  Royal  Schools  of  Music. 


Grade  I 


I                Piano 

Valerie  Howe 
Peter  Robinson 

.     Merit. 

Distinction 

H 

Thelma  Berry     .  . 
Betty  Bricknell 
Beryl  Jones 

Pass. 
.      Merit. 
Pass. 

HI 

Anthony  Smith 

Pass. 

IV 

Margaret  Holland 
Margaret  Muddimer 
Jean  Skittlethorpe 
Peter  Wild 

Pass. 
Pass. 
Pass. 
Pass. 

v 

Bobbie  Rathbone 
Peter  Salt 

Pass. 
Distinction 

VI 

Peter  Jackson 
Gladys  Mannerings 
John  Richardson 

Distinction 
Pass. 
.     Merit. 

VII 

Bruce  Pountney 
Ray  Sprint  z 

.     Merit. 
Pass. 

VIII 

Ann  Blades 
John  James 
Anthony  Robins 

Pass. 

Distinction 
.      Merit. 

VI             Organ 

John  James 

Distinction 

VI             Singing 

Peter  Salt 

.     Merit. 

VIII 

Herbert  Lawrence 

Distinction 

Guildhall  School  of  Music  and  Drama. 

Licentiateship  Diploma  Organ  (Teacher) 


Brian  Rogers. 


Royal  College  of  Organists. 

Associateship  Diploma 


Arthur  Horsfield. 
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Royal  Academy  of  Music. 

Licentiateship  Diploma — Piano  (Teacher) 


Gordon  Almond. 
Michael  Campbell. 
Arthur  Horsfield. 
Herbert  Lawrence. 
Neville  Tostevin. 


Trinity  College  of  Music. 

Associateship  Diploma — Organ  (Teacher) 

John  Wells. 
Royal  Society  of  Arts. 


William  Douglas        Silver  Medal       Shorthand-Typist's  Certificate. 

Irene  Charnock          Silver  Medal       Advanced  Typewriting. 

Norman  Verrill          Silver  Medal       Advanced  Typewriting. 

Nancy  Haley              Bronze  Medal     Shorthand    at    120    words    per 

minute. 

Typewriting — Stage  I 

Henry  Backlog  .  . 

Credit. 

Mary  Booth 

Credit. 

Janet  Burdin 

Credit. 

Constance  Clague 

Credit. 

Fred  Dyson 

Credit. 

Peter  Goody 

Credit. 

Gladys  Mannerings 

Credit. 

Margaret  Muddimer 

Credit. 

Edna  Redshaw  . . 

Credit. 

Jean  Skittlethorpe 

Credit. 

Ray  Sprintz 

Credit. 

Jeffrey  Thompson. 

Ann  Young. 

Typewriting — Stage  II 

Pauline  Davis     .  . 

Second  Class 

Raymond  Edmonds 

First  Class. 

George  Miller 

First  Class. 

Beryl  Nagle 

First  Class. 

Barbara  Scott     . . 

First  Class. 

Peter  Stockton  . . 

First  Class. 

Alec  Thomas 

Second  Class 

Robert  Winter    .  . 

First  Class. 

Typewriting — Stage  III 

Norman  Brodie 

Second  Class 

Irene  Charnock  .  , 

First  Class. 

Raymond  Edmonds 

Second  Class 

Constance  Handford 

First  Class. 

Sylvia  Neal 

First  Class. 

Patricia  Ryan     . . 

First  Class. 

Norman  Verrill  .  . 

First  Class. 

Robert  Winter   . . 

Second  Class. 
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Shorthand — 80  words  per  minute. 

Henry  Backlog. 
Mary  Booth. 
Raymond  Edmonds. 
Robert  Keylock. 
Margaret  Muddimer. 
Jean  Skittlethorpe. 
Ray  Sprintz. 
Alec  Thomas. 
Robert  Winter. 


Shorthand — 100  words  per  minute. 

Ann  Blades. 
Pauline  Davis. 
Raymond  Edmonds. 
Beryl  Nagle. 
Sylvia  Neal. 
Barbara  Scott. 
Peter  Stockton. 
John  Williams. 
Robert  Winter. 


Shorthand — 120  words  per  minute. 

Irene  Charnock. 
Norman  Verrii'. 


Junior  Shorthand-Typist's  Certificate. 

George  Miller. 
Beryl  Nagle. 
Peter  Stockton. 


Shorthand-Typist's  Certificate. 

Irene  Charnock. 
Constance  Handford. 
Patricia  Ryan. 
Norman  Verrill. 


London  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

Shorthand — 110  words  per  minute. 

Constance  Handford  . .  Pass. 

Sylvia  Neal         .  .  . .  Distinction. 

Patricia  Ryan     .  .  . .  Distinction. 

Norman  Verrill  .  .  .  .  Distinction. 


Shorthand^l20  words  per  minute. 

Norman  Brodie  . .      Distinction. 

Irene  Charnock  . .  . .      Distinction. 
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College  of  Teachers  o!  the  Blind — National  Diploma  in  Piano  Tuning 

Tom  Adams. 

Geoffrey  Carlin. 

Leonard  Floyd. 

Arthur  Horsfield. 

Gordon  Stephens  . .      Honours. 

Malcolm  Turner. 


The  following  Swimming  Certificates  were  awarded  : 

Elementary     . .      Stanley  Bell. 

Walter  Benson. 
Keith  Bradley. 
Janet  Burdin. 
Fred  Dyson. 
Joan  Fraser. 
Brenda  Frear. 
Leslie  Hankinson. 
William  Mears. 
Robert  Murray. 
Thomas  Poole. 
Peter  Robinson. 
Anthony  Smith. 
Ronald  Smith. 
Kitty  Tilston. 
Ronald  Worrall. 


COLLEGE  PRIZES  WERE  AWARDED  AS  FOLLOWS : 

"George  Thomas  Rose"  Annual  Memorial  Prize,  awarded  for  Progress  in 
Music  : — Arthur  Horsfield,  John  Wells. 

"Dixson"  Annual  Essay  Prize  : — Norman  Verrill. 

"Lady  Francis  Campbell"  Annual  Recitation  Prize  : — Jeanette  Goddard. 

The  "Philip  Lay  ton"  Prize,  awarded  for  the  most  industrious  work 
throughout  the  year  : — Irene  Charnock,  Margaret  Muddimer, 
Sylvia  Neal. 

The  "Philip  Lay  ton"  Tuning  Prize  for  excellence  in  Tuning,  Repairing 
and  Construction  : — Gordon  Almond,  Gordon  Stephens. 

The  H.  J.  Kelley  Tuning  Prize  :  Frederick  Hornby. 

The  Pianoforte  Repertoire  Prizes  : — 

Class  A  (Seniors) — Neville  Tostevin. 

Class  B  (Seniors) — Ann  Blades. 

Class  A  (Juniors) — the  "Mabel  Davis"  Prize  : — Thelma  Berry. 
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The  Organ  Repertoire  Prize  : — John  Wells. 

The  "Guy  Campbell"  Prize  for  Physical  Training  : — Derek  Beauchamp, 
Norman  Verrill. 

Typewriting  Prize  awarded  for  best  all-round  work  during  the  year  ; — 
Raymond  Edmonds,  Norman  Verrill. 

Knitting  Prize  : — Valerie  Howe. 

Form  I  : — Robert  Murray. 

Form  II  : — Ronald  Worrall.  . 

Form  III  : — the  "Margaret  Mace"  Prize  : — Peter  Wild. 

J.  N.  LANGDON, 

Principal. 
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THE    ROYAL    NORMAL    COLLEGE    AND 


Income  and  Expenditure  Account  for  the 


DR. 

INC( 

)ME 

1950 

23,991 

To  Fees            

151 

„  Giant          • 

111 

„  General  Subscriptions 

71 

„  General  Donations 

2,020 

„  Interest  on  Investments  . . 

120 

„  Repayments  for  Board,  etc. 

. . 

1,479 


„  Receipts  for  Pupils'  Equipment  (including  amounts  now 
received  in  respect  of  previous  year)  less  expenditure 
during  year 

„  Balance,  being  Excess  of  Expenditure  over  Income  for 
the  year 


i     s.  d. 

24,914  12 

149     4 

93     2  5 

91      1  7 

2,166     4  8 

183  12  4 

266     6  10 


£27,943 


£27,864     4     5 
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ACADEMY    OF    MUSIC    FOR    THE    BLIND 


Year  ended  31st  March,  1951. 


EXPENDITURE 

1950 

9,307  By  Education    .. 
10,221     „  Maintenance 

355    „  Nursing  and  Medicine 
1,500    „  Office  Expenses 
638    „  Garden  Outlay 
3,918    „  General  Expenses  . . 
2,004    „  Provision  for  Depreciation 

„  Balance,  Excess  of  Income  over  Expenditure  for  the  year 


CR. 

£    b. 

d 

9,208  7 

7 

0,678  19 

8 

448  14 

2 

1,370  16 

4 

706  16 

2 

2,993  14 

8 

1,882  3 

10 

574  12 

0 

£27,943 


^27,864     4     5 
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BALANCE  SHEET 


1950 

1,475 
594 


122 


LIABILITIES 

Sundry  Creditors  : 

Tradesmen's  Accounts,  etc. 
Ministry     of     Education     for     Teachers' 
Superannuation 


d. 


1,039     9     1 
599   15     2 


Gardner's  Trust  for  the  Blind  : 

Recitals  : 

Balance,  1st  April,  1950 
Further  amount  received 

122 

200 

1 

0 

5 
0 

Less  Cost  of  Recitals  during  year  to  date 

322 
120 

1 
15 

5 
0 

Grant  for  "Electrone"  Organ 

Less  Transfer  to  General  Fund  Capital 

900 
900 

0 
0 

0 
0 

/     s.     d. 


1,639     4     3 


201     6     5 


19,627 

5,078 


Endowment  Funds  : 

College  Endowment  Fund  : 

Balance,  1st  April,  1950            ..  ..  19,626  11  9 

Add  Legacies  and  gift  of  Stock  ..     8,111  10  10 

Special  Donations             .  .  .  .        400  0  0 

Savings  Bank  Interest  year  to  date         33  1  4 

Transfer  from  General  Fund  .  .    3,492  0  5 


Alfred  E.  Beddow  Memorial  Fund 


31,663     4     4 
5,078     5     6 


36,741     9   10 


Funds  Held  for  Special  Purposes 

17,810  Carnegie  Endowment  Fund 

1,000  Hornshaw  Bequest 

200  C.  A.  Ward  Endowment  Fund 

5,199  Other  Funds 


17,810  0  0 

1,000  0  0 

200  0  0 

5,341  18  7 


24,351   18     7 


51,105 


Forward  ..      62,933  19     1 
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as  at  31st  March,  1951. 


1950 


ASSETS 


Cash  at  Bank  and  in  Hand  : 


i    s.     d. 


937 

College  Endowment  Fund 

.  .     2,638 

2 

2 

425 

Special  Funds 

524 

19 

8 

6,759 

General  Fund 
Sundry  Debtors  and  Deposit  : 

.  .     5,480 

11 

5 

500 

Fees 

Income  Tax  Recoverable  : 

693 

6 

8 

131 

General  Fund 

169 

0 

8 

20 

Special  Funds 

19 

19 

0 

772 

Recoverable  Expenditure 

943 

1 

9 

Deposit  on  "Electrone"  Organ    .  . 

530 

0 

0 

99 

Sundry  :    General  Fund 

321 

6 

7 

Endowment  Fund 

1 

2 

5 

Deposit    on    "Electrone"    Organ    College 
180  Endowment  Fund 


8,643   13     3 


2,677    17      1 


Investments  at  Cost  or  Estimated  Transfer  Value  : 

13,610         General  Fund  13,877   14     9 

(Note  :  In  accordance  with  an  order 
made  by  the  Minister  of  Education 
on  4th  November,  1949,  a  sum  of 
^267  7s.  7d.  has  been  invested  during 
the  year  in  3%  Savings  Bonds  which 
are  held  by  the  Official  Trustees  of 
Charitable  Funds). 

18,510         College  Endowment  Fund  .  .  .  .  29,023 

5,078  Alfred  E.  Beddow  Memorial  Fund  .  .     5,078 


19 
5 


47,980     0     0 


Investments  held  on  behalf  of  Special  Funds  at  Cost  or 
Estimated  Transfer  Value 


17,810  Carnegie  Endowment  Fund 

1,000  Hornshaw  Bequest 

200  C.  A.  Ward  Endowment  Fund 

5,199  Other  Funds 


17,810  0  0 

1,000  0  0 

200  0  0 

5,198  10  2 


24,208   10     2 


31,247 
102,477 


Freehold  Estate,  Buildings,  etc. 

Balance,  1st  April,  1950 
Addition  during  year  to  date 

Less  Depreciation 


31,246  18  2 

302  0  0 

31,548  18  2 

1,627  17  8 


Forward 


29,921     0     6 
113,431      1     0 
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LIABILITIES — continued 

1950  £     s.     d.  £     s.     d. 

51,105  Forward  ..      62,933  19     1 

Unexpended  Income  Balances  of  Special  Funds  : 

Balance,  1st  April,  1950 444   16     2 

Add  Interest  received  during  year  . .        208     0     1 

Less    Prizes    and    Grants 
awarded 
Grant   to   General   Fund 
from    Elizabeth    Wills 
Allen  Fiind 


445 


652  16     3 

167  19     6 

i 

83     6     6 

251     6     0 

401    10     3 


General  Fund  : 

Balance,  1st  April,  1950 54,837     8     9 

Add  Legacy  ..       400     0     0 

Transfer  from  Gardner's  Trust  Ac- 
count         900     0     0 

Interest     on     Savings     Bonds     re- 
invested      .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  12     0     4 

Excess  of  Income  over  Expenditure 

for  year  to  date 574  12     0 


56,724     1      1 
Less  Transfer  to  College  Endowment  Fund   3,492     0     5 
54,837  53,232     0     8 


£106,387  £116,567  10     0 


22 


ASSETS — continued 

1950  £     s.     d.  £     s.     d. 

102,477  Forward  ..     113,431     1     0 

Furniture,  Fixtures,  Appliances  and  Musical 
Instruments  : 

Balance,  1st  April,  1950 3,909  19  11 

Additions  during  year  to  date     ..  ..     1,642  11     9 


5,522  11     8 
Less  Sale     of     Pianos     and 

Organs     ..  ..    2,161    16     6 

Depreciation   .  .  . .        254     6     2 

3,910  2,416     2     8 

3,136     9     0 


£106,387  £116,567  10     0 


We  have  examined  the  above  Balance  Sheet  and  Income  and  Expenditure 
Accounts  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1951,  with  the  Books  and  Vouchers  of  the 
College  and  in  our  opinion  they  are  properly  drawn  up  so  as  to  exhibit  a  true  and 
fair  view  of  the  state  of  the  College  affairs  according  to  the  best  of  our  information 
and  the  explanations  given  us  and  as  shown  by  the  books  of  the  College. 

MIALL,  HARPER  &  CO., 

Chartered  Accountants, 
9  Idol  Lane, 
4th  June,  1951.  London,  E.C.3. 
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SCHEDULE  OF  INVESTMENTS  HELD  ON  BEHALF  OF  SPECIAL  FUNDS, 

31st  March,  1951. 

Cost  or  Estimated 
Transfer  Value 
Carnegie  Endowment  Fund  :  £    s.     d. 

£5,653     7     6     Consolidated  4%  Stock 4,550     0     0 

£13,965   19     7     War  3|%  Stock,  1952  or  after 13,260     0     0 


(Market  Value,  £18,614   14s.     5d.)  17,810     0     0 

Hornshaw  Bequest  : 

£1,000     0     0 ...  War  3|%  Stock,  1952  or  after 1,000     0     0 

(Held  by  the  Official  Trustees  of  Charitable  Funds)  — 

(Market  Value,  £922   10s.     Od.) 

C.  A.  Ward  Endowment  Fund  : 

£259     8     6     Conversion  3£%  Stock,  1961        .  .  .  .  ".".  200     0     0 

(Market  Value,  £239     9s.     8d.)  __^= 

Francis  Joseph  Campbell  Memorial  Fund  : 

(Founded  Jubilee  Year,  1922) 

£590     4     2     Conversion  3£%  Stock,  1961        501    12     3 

Elizabeth  Wills  Allen  Fund  : 

£3,030     0     0     London  County  Consolidated  2|%  Stock,  1960/70       3,000     0     0 

Elizabeth  Williams  Musical  Scholarship  Fund  : 

£1,015     2     6     Commonwealth    of    Australia    3£%    Registered 
Stock,  1950/52 

George  Thomas  Rose  Memorial  Prize  Fund  : 

£382   15     2     British  Transport  3%  Guaranteed  Stock,  1978/88 

Dixson  Prize  Fund  : 

£19   12   10     War  3£%  Stock,  1952  or  after 

Lady  Francis  Campbell  Prize  Fund  : 

£33   17   10     Conversion  3£%  Stock,  1961        

Philip  Layton  Prize  Fund  : 

$.500     Montreal  Railways  30-year  General  Refunding 
Mortgage  

Guy  Campbell  Prize  Fund  : 

£50     0     0     2i%  Defence  Bonds  

(Market  Value,  £4,790     5s.     Od.) 


1,000 

0 

0 

500 

20 

0 
0 

0 
0 

26 

17 

11 

100 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

£5,198 

10 

2 
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SCHEDULE  OF  INVESTMENTS,  31st  March,  1951. 

Cost  or  Estimated 
Transfer  Value 

General  Fund  :  £    s.     d. 

£13,000     0     0     2£%  National  War  Bonds,  1951/53        ..  ..       13,351     0     4 

£540     5-   0     3%  Savings  Bonds,  1965/75         526   14     5 

(Held  by  the  Official  Trustees  of  Charitable  Funds)  

(Market  Value,  £13,625   13s.     2d.)       £13,877   14     9 


College  Endowment  Fund  : 

2\%  Defence  Bonds  500     0     0 

3%  Defence  Bonds  (£667  6s.  8d.  of  which  repre- 
sents the  investment  at  par  of  the  proceeds 
of  sale  of  old  pianofortes) 

Conversion  3£%  Stock,  1961 

War  3%  Stock,  1955/59 

War  3|%  Stock,  1952  or  after 

Birmingham  Corporation  3£%  Stock,  1946  or  after 

British  Transport  3%  Guaranteed  Stock,  1978/88 

British  Transport  3%  Guaranteed  Stock,  1978/88 

Central  Argentine  Railway  Consolidated  Ordinary 
Stock 

3%  Funding  Stock,  1959/69         

British  Transport  3%  Guaranteed  Stock,  1978/88 

3%  Savings  Bonds,  1960/70         

British  Electricity  3%  Guaranteed  Stock,  1974/77 

Commonwealth  of  Australia  3%  Stock,  1955/58 

Brown  Bayleys  Steelworks,  Ltd.,  1,000  Ordinary 

Shares 5,750     0     0 


£500 

0 

0 

£1,950 

0 

0 

£2,000 

0 

0 

£1,650 

0 

0 

£3,963 

15 

8 

£2,000 

0 

0 

£232 

2 

3 

£3,870 

17 

3 

£2,250 

0 

0 

£4,003 

19 

10 

£1,576 

6 

5 

£1,000 

0 

0 

£624 

1 

5 

£521 

12 

11 

1,950 

0 

0 

2,106 

9 

0 

1,674 

19 

0 

3,821 

6 

3 

1,975 

4 

0 

232 

2 

3 

2,498 

6 

1 

815 

12 

6 

4,047 

9 

6 

1,498 

13 

6 

1,040 

0 

0 

589 

11 

2 

524 

6 

6 

(Market  Value,  £27,908  17s.   lOd.)       £29,023   19     9 


Alfred  E.  Beddow  Memorial  Fund  : 

£5,134     2     1     War  3|%  Stock,  1952  or  after £5,078     5     6 

(Market  Value,  £4,736     4s.     2d.)  =____ 
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LIST  OF  DONATIONS  AND  SUBSCRIPTIONS 


FOR  THE 

GENERAL  PURPOSES  OF  THE  COLLEGE. 
Received  from  the  1st  April,  1950,  to  31st  March,  1951. 


Abbey  Foregate  Congregational  Church, 

Sisterhood  of  the 
Anonymous 


Aston  Charities  Trust,  Ltd. 

Backhouse,  Mrs. 

Ball,  Miss  F.  H. 

Batchelor,  Miss  H.  M. 

Beddow,  Miss  E.  A. 

Beer,  Miss  E.  M. 

Buckle,  Miss  I.  R. 

Bumsted,  Dr.  H.  J. 

Campbell,  Miss  E.  L. 

Cardeston  Church  (Collection) 

Clucas,  Miss  I.  B. 

Cockell,  Miss  A. 

Cooper,  Miss  Frances 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  Ltd 

Cox,  E.,  Esq. 

Cox  &  Sons,  Messrs.  G. 

Cropper,  Mrs. 

Desch,  Dr.  C.  H. 

de  Quincey,  Mrs.  R.  A. 

Evans,  E.,  Esq. 

Ezra,  Mrs.  M.  H. 

Fairey  Workers  Club 

Graves,  H.  R.  S.,  Esq. 

Henderson,  F.,  Esq. 

Higby,  W.  V.,  Esq.,  M 

Hinckley  Youth  Fellowship 

>>  >>  »» 

Home  &  Colonial  Stores,  Ltd. 
James,  S.,  Esq. 
Lewis,  Mrs.  S.  Waller 
Marshall,  Mrs.  Dendy 
Maxwell,  Miss  C.  L. 
Mitford,  C.  W.,  Esq.,  M.A. 
Moore,  R.  A.,  Esq. 
Muspratt,  Miss  R.  S. 
Palmer,  C.  N.,  Esq. 
Palmer,  Sir  G.  F.  N.,  Bart. 
Peters,  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Piaggio,  H.  T.  H.,  Esq. 

Carried  forward 


Donations 

£     ■■     d. 

1    12     6 


4     4     0 
3     3     0 


8  10     0 


1  10     0 
5     5     0 

2  2     0 


5 

5 

0 

40 

0 

1 

5 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

3 

0 

0 

3 

3 

0 

ubscriptions 

£      8.      d. 

5     5 
5     5 
5     0 

0 
0 
0 

2     0 

0 

1      1 
3  16 
1     1 
10 
10 
1     1 

0 
5 
0 
0 
0 
0 

7 
1     0 

6 
0 

3  16     5 


£84   16     7 


2 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

9 

10 

11 

2 

2 

0 

1 

11 

6 

2 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

10 

0 

1 

1 

0 

£61   17     9 
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Donations 

Subscriptions 

i 

s. 

d. 

i 

s. 

d. 

Brought  forward    . . 

84 

16 

7 

61 

17 

9 

Price,  W.  H.,  Esq 

5 

0 

Proctor,  H.(  Esq. 

5 

0 

Rich,  T.,  Esq. 

5 

0 

Sage,  Miss  H.  and  Easter,  Miss  F. 

.1 

18 

2 

Saltoun,  The  Rt.  Hon.  Lord,  M.C.      . 

9 

1 

10 

Samuelson,  Lady,  O.B.E. 

!            2 

2 

0 

Smith,  Miss  G.   .  . 

5 

0 

South,  Miss  M.  F 

2 

2 

0 

Southern,  Lady  B. 

1 

1 

0 

Spittle,  S.,  Esq. 

1 

1 

0 

Stanford-le-Hope  Women's  Meeting  . 

'.            1 

0 

0 

Strick,  Miss  E.  R 

1 

18 

2 

Todd,  R.,  Esq. 

2 

2 

0 

Twist,  Miss 

10 

6 

Walker,  Messrs.  W.  B. 

'.            1 

1 

0 

Warner,  Miss  L.  M. 

1 

1 

0 

Waterhouse,  Miss  F.  E. 

I 

1 

0 

Wood,  Sir  William  and  Lady 

10 

0 

0 

Woods,  Miss  S 

5 

0 

Zileri,  Miss  A.  S.            

5 

0 

m  i  7 


£93     2     5 
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LEGACIES  RECEIVED 
From  1st  April,  1950,  to  31st  March,  1951, 


Armitage,  Miss  A.  S.,  Executors  of  the  late.  1,000  £1  Ordinary  Shares 
in  Brown  Bayley's  Steel  Works,  Ltd. 

Cocking,  Miss,  Executors  of  the  late.  (Mrs.  M.  A.  Pennington  having 
relinquished  her  life  interest).  ^521  12s.  lid.  Commonwealth  of 
Australia  3%  Stock   1955/58. 

£     s.  d. 

Dowdell,  Dr.  E.  G.,  Executors  of  the  late    .  .          . .          .  .        142  17  2 

Kelley,  H.  J.,  Esq.,  Executors  of  the  late     .  .          .  .          . .       400     0  0 

Moorsom-Roberts,  O.  W.,  Esq.,  Executors  of  the  late        . .          48  17  1 


SPECIAL  DONATIONS 

Anonymous        . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .       300     0     0 

Lord  Saltoun  (compounding  annual  subscriptions)  .  .        100     0     0 


INFORMATION  FOR  INTENDING  CONTRIBUTORS 

The  Governors  wish  to  direct  the  attention  of  Annual  Subscribers  to 
the  fact  that,  by  agreeing  to  pay  their  subscriptions  for  seven  years  certain, 
they  would  enable  the  College  to  recover  income  tax  on  their  subscriptions, 

the  value  of  which  would  thus  be  augmented  without  extra  cost  to  the 
donors.     Examples  are  shown  below  : 

Income   Tax  recoverable         Total  amount  received 
Amount  subscribed  at  9/6  in  the  £  by  College 

£     s.     d.  £     s.  d.  £     s.  d. 

10     0  9  1  19  1 

10     0  18  1  1   18  1 

2     0     0  1   16  2  3  16  2 

500  4  10  6  9  10  6 

Subscribers  desiring  to  benefit  the  College  in  this  way  are  requested 
to  complete  and  return  the  form  of  agreement  printed  on  the  next  page. 
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FORM  OF  BEQUEST 


I  bequeath  to  the  ROYAL  NORMAL  COLLEGE  AND 
ACADEMY  OF  MUSIC  FOR  THE  BLIND,  for  the  general 
purpose  of  that  Institution,  the  sum  of 


free  of  legacy  duty,  and  the  receipt  of  the  Treasurer  or  one  of  the 
Treasurers  for  the  time  being  of  that  Institution,  shall  be  a  good 
discharge  for  such  legacy. 


N.B. — Any  property  may  now  be  given  by  Will  for  charitable  purposes. 

The  Will  or  Codicil  must  be  signed  by  the  Testator  in  the  presence  of 
two  witnesses,  who  must  subscribe  their  names  in  his  presence  and  in  the 
presence  of  each  other. 
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THE   ROYAL   NORMAL   COLLEGE   FOR  THE   BLIND 


Since  the  foundation  of  the  College  in  1872,  students  have 
been  received  from  all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  the 
Commonwealth.  The  College  is  undenominational  in  character. 
Its  object  is  to  train  the  blind  to  earn  their  own  living  and  to 
render  them  independent  and  self-reliant  citizens.  This  is  an 
object  which  the  College  has  succeeded  and  continually  succeeds 
in  accomplishing,  and  there  arc  now  many  hundreds  of  former 
pupils  living  full  and  useful  lives  independent  of  public  or  charit- 
able aid.  Most  of  these  are  filling  their  places  in  the  world  as 
organists  and  teachers  of  music,  pianoforte  tuners,  clergymen, 
solicitors,  school  teachers  and  shorthand-typists.  The  College 
thus  makes  a  definite  contribution  to  national  economy  in  effect- 
ing the  complete  rehabilitation  of  many  disabled  persons. 

The  present  organisation  of  the  College  comprises  a  School 
Department  in  which  boys  and  girls  between  the  ages  of  twelve 
and  sixteen  years  receive  a  sound  general  education,  and  depart- 
ments for  the  training  of  older  students  as  musicians,  piano 
tuners  and  shorthand-typists.  The  School  Department  is 
officially  designated  as  a  Selective  School  for  children  chosen 
between  the  ages  of  twelve  and  thirteen  years  by  reason  of 
ability  and  promise  of  eventual  suitability  for  admission  to  one 
of  the  College  Training  Departments. 

Voluntary  effort  was  responsible  for  the  foundation  of  the 
College  and  has  continued  to  play  an  important  part  in  its  life. 
The  Governors  wish  to  emphasise  the  fact  that  the  College  does 
not  participate  in  the  benefits  of  any  national  or  local  fund 
supported  by  voluntary  contributions  for  the  Blind.  The 
College  has  used  its  own  funds  freely  for  the  welfare  of  blind 
persons,  and  the  replenishment  of  these  funds  is  necessary  to 
enable  it  to,  continue  to  help  its  students  in  ways  additional  to 
those  provided  by  Public  Authorities. 


OFFICERS   OF   THE   COLLEGE 


PRESIDENT 

The  Right  Hon.   LORD  HOWARD  de  WALDEN  AND  SEAFORD. 


VICE-PRESIDENTS 

His  Grace  The  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 

His  Grace  The  Lord  Archbishop  of  York 

His  Grace  The  Duke  of  Westminster,  G.C.V.O.,  D.S.O. 

The  Right  Hon.  The  Lord  Mayor  of  London    {Ex-Officio) 

The  Master  of  the  Worshipful  Company  of  Clothworkers 

(Ex-officio) 

The  Master  of  the  Worshipful  Company  of  Musicians    (Ex-officio) 

Colonel  The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Strathcona  and  Mount  Royal 

Sir  John  M.  Stirling  Maxwell,  Bart. 


TRUSTEES 

Colonel  The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Strathcona  and  Mount  Royal 

H.  H.  Hardy,  Esq.,  C.B.E.,  M.B.E.,  M.A. 

Hubert  A.  Robertson,  Esq. 


BOARD  OF  GOVERNORS 

*H.  H.  HARDY,  Esq.,  C.B.E.,  M.B.E.,  M.A. 

(Chairman) 

*HUBERT  A.  ROBERTSON,  Esq. 

*Major  The  Right  Hon.  LORD  SALTOUN,  M.C. 

(  Vice-  Chairmen) 

The  Right  Hon.  LORD  AMULREE,  M.D. 

*N.  P.  BIRLEY,  Esq.,  D.S.O.,  M.C,  M.A. 

Sir  ADRIAN  BOULT,  M.A.,  D.Mus. 

Captain  E.  H.  T.  BROADWOOD,  M.C. 

Sir  JOHN  J.  CONYBEARE,  K.B.E.,  M.C,  D.M.,  F.R.C.P. 

E.  H.  DOWDELL,  Esq.,  M.A. 

*W.  GUY  FOSSICK,  Esq.,  M.A. 

*W.  V.  HIGBY,  Esq.,  M.A. 

*R.  W.  HOLLAND,  Esq.,  O.B.E.,  M.A;,  M.Sc,  LL.D. 

Major  N.  C  M.  MACMAHON,  O.B.E. 

*ERNEST  MARSHALL,  Esq. 

*C.  W.  MITFORD,  Esq.,  M.A. 

The  Most  Hon.  THE  MARQUESS  OF  NORMANBY,  M.B.E. 

G.  THALBEN-BALL,  Esq.,  D.Mus.,  F.R.C.O.,  F.R.C.M. 

The  Rev.  Canon  G.  F.  WHITTLETON,  M.A. 

HON.  TREASURER 

*Major  The  Right  Hon.  LORD  SALTOUN,  M.C. 

*  Members  of  the  Finance  and  House  Committee. 
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GENERAL  COUNCIL 

The  President 
The  Vice-Presidents 
The  Hon.  Treasurer 
The  Members  of  the  Board  of  Governors 
Miss  E.  A.  Beddow  A.  A.  Keeves,  Esq. 

E.  Cox  Esq.  C.  I.  B.  Lee,  Esq. 

Mrs.  M.  Ezra.  E.  R.  P.  Moon,  Esq. 

H.  R.  S.  Graves,  Esq.  T.  C.  Nicholson,  Esq. 

Miss  M.  Hamar  Greenwood  E.  Harding  Payne,  Esq. 

Frank  Henderson,  Esq.  The  Rev.  H.  S.  Sard,  M.A. 

C.  W.  Kedwell,  Esq.  Sir  William  and  Lady  Wood. 


OFFICERS  AND  STAFF 

Hon.  Ophthalmic  Surgeon 

Ian  C.  Fraser,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S. 

Hon.  Aurists 

W.  M.  Mollison,  Esq.,  C.B.E.,  F.C.R.S. 
S.  W.  G.  Hargrove,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S. 

Hon.  Medical  Officer 
W.  E.  Gemmell,  Esq.,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Dental  Surgeon 
R.  E.  Lloyd  Jones,  Esq.,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S.,  Eng. 

Solicitors 

Messrs.  Shaen,  Roscoe  &  Co. 

Auditors 

Messrs.  Miall,  Harper  &  Co. 

Architect 

A.  E.  Williams,  Esq.,  L.R.I.B.A. 

Bankers 
Barclays'  Bank,  Ltd.,  Westow  Hill,  Upper  Norwood,  S.E.19. 


MUSIC  DEPARTMENT 

*J.  Eric  Hunt,  F.R.C.O.  (Ch.M.),  A.C.D.C.M.,  Director  of  Music. 
*William  G.  Arkinstall,  F.R.C.O.,  L.R.A.M. 

Miss  D.  Everall,  L.R.A.M. 

Miss  E.  K.  Frank,  L.R.A.M. 

Miss  A.  M.  Laverack. 
*A.  G.  Whitton,  L.R.A.M. 


SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT 

W.  J.  Merridan,  A.C.P.,  F.S.D.S. 
D.  P.  Jones,  B.A. 
Miss  P.  L.  Morton,  B.A. 
Miss  N.  M.  Thomas,  B.Sc. 


PIANOFORTE  TUNING  DEPARTMENT 

ADVISORY  TUNING  AND  EXAMINATION  BOARD 

Representatives  of  : 

Sir  Herbert  Marshall  and  Sons,  Ltd. 
Messrs.  John  Broadwood  and  Sons,  Ltd. 
Messrs.  C.  H.  Challen  and  Sons,  Ltd. 
Messrs.  The  Chappell  Piano  Co.,  Ltd. 
Messrs.  J.  B.  Cramer  &  Co.,  Ltd. 
Messrs.  George  Rogers  and  Sons. 

Examiners  :   Ernest  Marshall,  Esq. 

Captain  E.  H.  T.  Broadwood,  M.C. 

Teachers  :    *A.  G.  Whitton,  L.R.A.M. 
W.  A.  Adams 


TYPEWRITING  DEPARTMENT 

Miss  Margaret  Penny  *Miss  Mary  Lewis  I.  M.  Doull 

Miss  D.  M.  Hunter  Miss  J.  A.  Squires 

*Blind  and  partially  sighted  Members  of  the  Staff. 
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OFFICE  STAFF 

A.  Lidster,  M.A.,  A.C.I.S. — Bursar  Miss  D.  M.  Harvey 

Miss  R.  A.  Loder 


DOMESTIC  SUPERVISORY  STAFF 

Mrs.  J.  N.  Langdon — Lady  Superintendent 
Nurse  R.  Chadwick 
Miss  S.  M.  MACLEOD 
Miss  W.  Webb- Jones 


PRINCIPAL  AND  SECRETARY 

J.  N.  Langdon,  B.Sc.,  Ph.D. 


REPORT   OF  THE   BOARD   OF   GOVERNORS 
For  the  Year  ended   March   31st,    1952 


THE  Governors,  Staff  and  Pupils  of  the  Royal  Normal  College 
for  the  Blind  record  their  profound  sorrow  at  the  loss  of 
their  beloved  Sovereign  and  Patron,  His  Late  Majesty 
King  George  VI.  To  Her  Majesty  The  Queen,  Queen  Elizabeth 
the  Queen  Mother,  Queen  Mary  and  all  the  Royal  Family,  they 
offer  their  humble  duty  and  heartfelt  sympathy. 

Mr.  Ian  C.  Fraser,  F.R.C.S.,  of  Shrewsbury,  has  kindly  con- 
sented to  become  Honorary  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  to  the  College 
in  place  of  Dr.  F.  A.  Anderson,  who  has  retired.  The  Governors 
offer  their  warmest  thanks  to  Mr.  Fraser,  and  wish  to  record  their 
most  grateful  appreciation  of  all  that  Dr.  Anderson  has  done  for 
the  College  since  it  has  been  at  Rowton  Castle.  They  are  par- 
ticularly grateful  for  the  unsparing  way  in  which  he  gave  his 
services  to  the  College  during  the  War  when  he  was  already 
carrying  a  heavy  burden  of  duties. 

The  services  of  the  College  have  been  fully  maintained  during 
the  year  under  review,  and  the  Governors  congratulate  the  teaching 
staff,  as  well  as  the  pupils,  on  the  list  of  examination  successes 
recorded  on  another  page.  While  the  College  takes  pride  in  the 
technical  achievements  of  its  pupils,  it  does  not  forget  that  a 
sound  education  implies  more  than  the  mere  imparting  of  know- 
ledge or  development  of  technical  proficiency,  and  the  Governors 
are  glad  to  record  their  opinion  that  life  at  the  College  fosters 
independence  in  thought  and  action,  together  with  a  proper 
appreciation  of  the  rights  and  needs  of  others.  The  social  and 
athletic  sides  of  College  life  have  again  prospered  during  the  past 
year,  and  the  students  have,  as  in  previous  years,  successfully 
made  themselves  responsible  for  the  organisation  of  many 
enjoyable  events.  In  this  they  have  always  had  the  willing  co- 
operation of  members  of  the  staff,  whom  the  Governors  wish  to 
thank  for  much  devoted  work  which,  they  know,  is  all  the  more 
valuable  because  it  is  unofficial  and  frequently  unseen. 

Apart  from  temporary  vacancies,  there  have  been  135  pupils 
in  residence  throughout  the  year.  Eighteen  pupils  have  completed 
their  training  and  many  of  them  found  suitable  employment 
immediately  on  leaving.  Grateful  acknowledgment  is  again  made 
of  the  excellent  services  given  by  Placement  Officers  of  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind  and  the  Ministry  of  Labour,  respectively. 
The  waiting  list  has  been  somewhat  eased,  and  boys  can  now  be 
admitted  to  training  in  music  and  piano  tuning  with  little  or  no 
delay,  and  to  training  in  typewriting  without  waiting  unduly. 


The  waiting  list  for  girls  is  still  considerable  and  has  been  so 
persistent  as  to  lead  the  Governors  to  conclude  that  they  should 
provide  many  more  places  for  girls  in  the  new  buildings  which 
they  hope  the  College  will  have  before  long. 

Mention  of  a  building  programme  naturally  leads  to  that  of 
finance.  The  College  is  in  a  sound  financial  position  in  relation 
to  its  present  circumstances,  but  the  funds  at  present  at  its  disposal 
are  inadequate  to  meet  the  cost  of  the  additional  buildings  which 
it  must  have  if  it  is  to  be  housed  in  a  manner  appropriate  to  the 
national  service  which  it  provides.  The  Governors  therefore  beg 
all  those  who  are  interested  in  the  College  to  make  it  known  as 
widely  as  possible  that  this  useful  charity  is  still  in  need  of  financial 
support,  and  they  particularly  request  that  this  fact  be  brought 
to  the  attention  of  those  in  a  position  to  advise  as  to  worthy 
objects  of  bequest. 

The  generous  interest  which  Gardner's  Trust  for  the  Blind 
have  always  taken  in  the  College  is  reflected  in  the  year  under 
review  by  a  handsome  grant  for  furniture  and  by  the  renewal  of 
the  grant  for  "Gardner"  Recitals  of  Music.  The  Board  express 
their  deep  appreciation  of  this  most  valuable  help.  They  also  wish 
to  record  their  grateful  thanks  to  the  John  Compton  Organ  Co., 
Ltd.,  for  the  generous  consideration  which  the  College  has 
received  in  every  way  in  connection  with  the  installation  of  the 
new  organ  described  elsewhere  in  this  Report  ;  to  European  Office 
Equipments,  Ltd.,  for  the  maintenance  of  typewriters  ;  to  the 
American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  for  continuing  to  supply 
free  copies  of  the  Braille  Readers  Digest,  which  is  widely  read 
and  enjoyed  by  the  students  ;  to  Mr.  P.  W.  Powell  for  the  use  of 
the  football  pitch  ;  to  the  Midlands  Electricity  Board  for  lectures 
and  demonstrations  by  Miss  J.  Thomasson,  and  to  Mid-Wales 
Motorways,  Ltd.,  for  conveying  the  College  team  to  and  from 
Worcester  without  charge.  They  much  appreciate  the  continued 
co-operation  of  the  Shropshire  Education  Committee,  and  they 
are  particularly  indebted  to  the  Area  Tutor  Organiser,  Mr. 
Donald  Moore,  B.A.,  and  to  Mr.  Barham  Johnson,  Mus.  Bac, 
in  connection  with  the  series  of  lectures  given  at  the  College.  The 
Board  record  their  warm  appreciation  of  the  services  of  Dr.  W.  E. 
Gemmell,  whose  care  and  attention  as  Honorary  Medical  Officer 
contribute  largely  to  the  well-being  of  the  College,  and  of  those  of 
the  Honorary  Aurist,  Mr.  S  W.  G.  Hargrove,  and  of  the  Dental 
Surgeon,  Mr.  R.  E.  Lloyd  Jones.  They  also  gratefully  acknowledge 
the  subscriptions,  donations  and  legacies  received  during  the  year. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Governors. 

H.  H.  HARDY, 

Chairman. 


PRINCIPAL'S    REPORT 


WHILE  this  report  is  being  written,  preparations  are  afoot 
all  over  the  world  to  commemorate  the  centenary  of  the 
death  of  Louis  Braille,  the  blind  Frenchman  whose  system 
of  embossed  type  enables  the  blind  to  read  and  write  with  ease, 
thus  opening  to  them  the  world  of  letters  and  of  intellectual 
pursuits  in  general.  In  this  country  the  name  of  Louis  Braille  is 
linked  with  that  of  Thomas  Rhodes  Armitage,  a  blind  physician 
who  devoted  the  greater  part  of  his  life  to  the  welfare  of  the  blind 
and  played  the  leading  part  in  bringing  about  the  general  adoption 
of  the  Braille  system.  "For  this  alone,"  says  Miss  Mary  G. 
Thomas,  his  latest  biographer,  "he  would  have  been  an  outstanding 
figure  in  the  history  of  blind  welfare,  second  only  to  Louis  Braille 
himself."  But  Armitage's  zeal  was  boundless,  and  among  his 
many  other  achievements  was  the  founding  of  the  Royal  Normal 
College.  In  this  he  was  joined  by  Francis  Joseph  Campbell,  an 
American  citizen,  also  blind,  and  formerly  Musical  Director  in 
the  Perkins  Institution  for  the  Blind  in  Boston,  Massachusetts. 
Campbell,  who  became  the  first  Principal  of  the  College,  and 
earned  for  himself  a  highly  honoured  place  in  the  history  of  blind 
welfare,  later  described  their  aims  as  those  of  enabling  the  blind 
to  become  self-supporting  by  means  of  work  which  should  be 
equal  to  the  best  of  its  kind,  and,  in  general,  of  turning  out  Christian 
men  and  women  ready  to  meet  all  difficulties  with  energy,  courage, 
and  hopefulness.  At  the  close  of  each  year  it  is  a  good  discipline 
for  those  responsible  for  the  welfare  of  the  College  to  ask  them- 
selves how  far  these  aims  have  been  achieved  during  the  period 
under  review. 

About  one  hundred  and  twenty  old  students  attended  the 
Reunion  held  at  the  College  from  July  27th  to  July  30th,  1951, 
and  more  than  one  hundred  were  accommodated  for  the  week-end. 
This  was  a  most  enjoyable  occasion  and  one  in  which  much 
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encouragement  could  be  found  in  the  presence  of  so  many  who 
had  successfully  overcome  their  handicap  and  were  evidently 
living  full,  happy  and  useful  lives. 

The  Bishop  of  Hereford  was  the  Chief  Guest  on  Speech  Day, 
1951,  held  in  glorious  weather  on  June  29th.  This  was  the  first 
time  since  leaving  Norwood  that  the  College  had  found  itself  in 
a  position  to  invite  parents.  They  attended  in  large  numbers  and 
their  presence  and  pleasure  in  all  that  they  saw  contributed  largely 
to  the  success  of  the  day. 

Music  has  occupied  its  traditionally  important  place  in  the 
curriculum  and  in  the  entertainment  of  the  College.  "Gardner" 
Recitals,  again  made  possible  through  the  generosity  of  Gardner's 
Trust  for  the  Blind,  were  as  follows  :  An  organ  recital  by  Dr. 
William  Harris  ;  song  recitals  by  Constance  Shacklock,  Margaret 
Ellis,  and  William  Gibson  and  Ethel  Sargent  ;  piano  recitals  by 
Franz  Osborn,  Joan  and  Valerie  Trimble,  and  David  Buchan,  and 
a  programme  of  songs  self-accompanied  on  the  Celtic  harp  by 
Mary  Rowlands.  The  College  choir  took  part  in  the  Festival  of 
Britain  Concert  of  English  Music  held  in  St.  Chad's  Church, 
Shrewsbury.  Senior  music  students  have  attended  concerts  at 
Attingham  Park,  the  Shropshire  Adult  College,  and  parties  of 
pupils  have  heard  concerts  by  the  Shrewsbury  Orchestral  Society. 
The  College  Choral  Society  gave  a  delightful  performance  of 
excerpts  from  Mendelssohn's  "Elijah." 

For  the  first  time  since  leaving  Norwood  the  College  has  a 
really  large  organ  on  the  premises.  The  new  organ  recently 
installed  in  the  Assembly  Hall  by  the  John  Compton  Organ 
Company,  Limited,  is  built  on  the  electronic  principle  ;  it  contains 
three  manuals  and  pedals  and  fifty-three  speaking  stops  which, 
with  twelve  couplers,  make  sixty-five  draw  stops  in  all.  The 
console  is  fully  equipped  with  both  thumb  and  toe  pistons.  The 
swell  and  choir  departments  are  enclosed  in  one  box,  great  and 
pedal  in  another,  the  boxes  being  controlled  by  balanced  pedals. 
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The  pedal  department  is  complete  from  a  double  open  diapason, 
32ft.,  to  two  stops  of  4ft.  pitch  and  reeds  ranging  from  32ft.  to 
8ft.  pitch.  There  is  a  high  pressure  reed  on  the  choir,  two  on  the 
great — one  of  16ft.  and  one  of  8ft.  pitch — and  three  on  the  swell 
from  16ft.  to  4ft.  pitch,  as  well  as  a  soft  8ft.  oboe.  Great  diapason 
chorus  is  fully  developed  from  16ft.  pitch  to  2ft.,  the  swell  from 
16ft.  to  mixtures.  There  is  a  wide  variety  of  soft  stops,  strings, 
dulcianas  and  flutes,  which  are  very  delightful.  The  bigger  stops 
are  full  and  dignified  and  in  no  way  overpowering.  The  instrument 
is  similar  in  design  to  that  which  the  same  firm  made  for  the 
Royal  Festival  Hall  and  is  of  about  the  same  size  and  tonal  range 
as  the  one  which  they  have  recently  installed  in  the  Free  Trade 
Hall,  Manchester.  The  College  therefore  has  one  of  the  most 
up-to-date  electronic  organs  in  the  world.  On  May  8th,  1952, 
the  new  organ  was  publicly  opened  by  Dr.  George  Thalben-Ball, 
who  gave  a  masterly  demonstration  of  its  resources. 

The  Senior  Dramatic  Society  has  presented  "Mary  Rose"  by 
J.  M.  Barrie,  and  "Arms  and  the  Man"  by  G.  Bernard  Shaw. 
The  players  were  equally  successful  in  these  very  different  plays, 
and  the  College  has  to  thank  them,  their  helpers  behind  the  scenes 
and  their  enthusiastic  producer,  Miss  Morton,  for  two  evenings 
of  first-class  entertainment.  The  Junior  Dramatic  Society  gave 
good  performances  of  "The  Dear  Departed"  by  Stanley  Houghton, 
"Something  to  Talk  About"  by  Eden  Phillpotts,  and  "The  Boy 
Comes  Home"  by  A.  A.  Milne.  Both  Senior  and  Junior  Debating 
Societies  have  carried  through  interesting  programmes,  and  the 
former  revived  the  custom  of  holding  an  end-of-session  supper 
with  traditional  speeches  and  items  of  musical  entertainment. 

The  Annual  Sports  were  held  in  fine  weather  and  were 
thoroughly  enjoyed  by  competitors  and  spectators.  Performance 
on  the  whole  was  very  good.  In  particular,  there  was  a  record 
breaking  high-jump  of  4ft.  7ins.  by  D.  Beauchamp  in  the  com- 
petition for  the  totally  blind,  and  the  100  yards  record  was  broken 
in  12  seconds  (on  a  slightly  favourable  gradient)  by  R.  Smith,  also 

12 


in  the  totally  blind  section.  Several  of  the  girls  also  reached  a 
high  standard.  The  Cup  was  won  by  Campbell  House,  who  also 
tied  with  Armitage  House  for  the  "Armitage  Cup"  which  is 
awarded  on  the  results  of  house  competitions  throughout  the  year. 
Worcester  College  for  the  Blind  again  most  hospitably  entertained 
a  team  from  the  College  for  the  sports  meeting  which  has  become 
an  annual  event  to  which  many  of  the  boys  eagerly  look  forward. 
Among  the  sports  items  should  be  mentioned  a  visit  by  Mr. 
Frank  Swift,  the  former  English  Soccer  International,  who  gave 
a  talk  to  many  of  the  boys  and  then  played  football  with  them. 
Here,  too,  should  be  recorded  the  departure  of  Mr.  W.  CunlifTe, 
a  member  of  the  College  Staff,  who  has  had  particular  respon- 
sibility for  physical  training  since  1946  and  who  has  done  much 
for  the  physical  education  and  recreation  of  his  pupils.  Mr. 
CunlifTe  left  at  the  end  of  the  Christmas  term  with  the  warmest 
good  wishes  of  the  College  for  his  happiness  and  success  in  his 
new  post  as  Headmaster  of  the  School  for  the  Blind  at  York. 

At  the  A.R.C.O.  Examination  in  January,  1952,  John  James 
was  awarded  the  "Limpus"  Prize.  The  Royal  Society  of  Arts 
have  awarded  a  Silver  Medal  to  Norman  Verrill  and  Bronze 
Medals  to  Irene  Charnock  and  Henry  Backlog. 

Throughout  the  year  numbers  of  old  boys  and  girls  have 
visited  the  College  and  many  have  been  entertained  for  week-ends. 
Among  official  visitors  were  :  Mr.  Hector  Arul-Nayakan,  Prin- 
cipal of  the  School  for  the  Blind  and  Deaf  in  Ceylon  ;  Miss 
Kyriaki  Kanelli,  a  blind  teacher  from  the  School  for  the  Blind  in 
Athens  ;  Mrs.  Armstrong,  an  American  lady  who  presented  the 
College  with  a  handsome  crochet  cloth  to  be  sold  in  aid  of  College 
funds  ;  Miss  J.  Whitaker,  a  blind  member  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  South  African  National  Council  for  the  Blind  ; 
Miss  Stoneley,  Girl  Guide  Assistant  Extension  Adviser  for 
England  (Blind  Group)  ;  Mi.  K.  N.  Jussawala,  Principal  of  the 
Victoria  Memorial  School  for  the  Blind,  Bombay,  and  Mr. 
Stuart  Hibberd,  lately  Chief  Announcer  of  the  B.B.C.,  who  gave 
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the  College  a  most  entertaining  lecture.  Especially  interesting 
visitors  were  the  Rev.  E.  C.  Turner  and  the  Rev.  Luke  Po  Kai, 
past  and  present  Superintendents  of  the  Mission  to  the  Blind  of 
Burma,  with  which  the  College  has  a  strong  link  in  the  memory 
of  the  late  Rev.  William  Jackson,  an  old  boy  who  spent  much 
of  his  short  life  in  devoted  and  distinguished  service  to  that 
Mission. 

The  following  examination  successes  have  been  notified  since 
the  publication  of  the  last  report  : 


Associated  Board  of  the  Royal  Schools  of  Music. 


Grade  II 


II 

Piano 

Peter  Robinson 

. .     Merit 

III 

>j 

Thelma  Berry 
Betty  Bricknell 

Rita  Jones 

. .     Merit 

Thomas  Poole 

IV 

j> 

John  Fleming 

Anthony  Smith  . . 

. .     Merit 

- 

Wendy  Watkin 
Ronald  Worrall 

V 

>5 

Eric  Scriven 

VII 

>J 

John  Richardson 

. .     Merit 

VIII 

»J 

Bruce  Pountney 
John  Richardson 

V 

Theory 

Keith  Bradley 
Catherine  Birch 
John  Bleasby 

VII 

Singing 

Peter  Salt 

. .     Distinction 

Royal  College  of  Organists. 

Associateship  Diploma 


John    James,    who    was    awarded    the 

"Limpus"  Prize. 
Neville  Tostevin 


Royal  Academy  of  Music. 

Licentiateship  Diploma 


John  James 
Gordon  Stephens 
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Royal  Society  of  Arts. 

Norman  Verrill  Silver  Medal  Shorthand-Typist's  Certificate 

Irene  Charnock  Bronze  Medal  Advanced  Shorthand 

Henry  Backlog  Bronze  Medal  Intermediate  Typewriting 


Typewriting — Stage  I              Derek  Beauchamp 

.     Credit 

Sheila  Black 

.     Credit 

Winifred  Crolla 

.     Credit 

Ronald  Davies 

Jean  Diamond 

Dorothy  Garratt 

.     Credit 

Catherine  Hurley 

.     Credit 

Walter  Kinder    . . 

.     Credit 

Greta  Lee 

.     Credit 

Phyllis  Maw 

.     Credit 

Delma  Robins    . . 

.     Credit 

John  Sarfas 

.     Credit 

Ronald  Smith     . . 

.     Credit 

Typewriting — Stage  II             Henry  Backlog 

.     First  Class 

Mary  Booth 

.     Second  Class 

Ann  Blades 

.     First  Class 

John  Clark 

.     Second  Class 

Peter  Goodey     . . 

Second  Class 

Robert  Keylock 

.     First  Class 

Margaret  Muddimer     . 

First  Class 

John  Sands 

First  Class 

Norma  Shaw 

First  Class 

Jean  Skittlethorpe 

.     First  Class 

Ray  Sprintz 

.     First  Class 

Jean  Wathen 

.     Second  Class 

Typewriting — Stage  III            Henry  Backlog  . . 

.     First  Class 

Mary  Booth 

.     Second  Class 

Raymond  Edmonds 

.     First  Class 

Robert  Keylock 

.     Second  Class 

Ray  Sprintz 

.     First  Class 

Alec  Thomas 

.     First  Class 

Shorthand — 80  words  per  minute 

Derek  Beauchamp 

Janet  Burdin 

Sheila  Black 

John  Clark 

Connie  Clague 

Winifred  Crolla 

Fred  Dyson 

Peter  Goodey 

Catherine  Hurley 

Walter  Kinder 

Greta  Lee 

Delma  Robins 

John  Sarfas 

John  Sands 

Norma  Shaw 

Ronald  Smith 

Jeffrey  Thompson 

Jean  Wathen 
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Shorthand — 100  words  per  minute 

Henry  Backlog 
Mary  Booth 
Peter  Goodey 
Robert  Keylock 
John  Sands 
Jean  Skittlethorpe 
Ray  Sprintz 
Alec  Thomas 
Jean  Wathen 

Intermediate  Shorthand-Typist's  Certificate 

Henry  Backlog 
Mary  Booth 
Janet  Burdin 
Peter  Goodey 
Robert  Keylock 
Margaret  Muddimer 
John  Sands 
Jean  Skittlethorpe 
Ray  Sprintz 
Alec  Thomas 
Jean  Wathen 

Shorthand-Typist's  Certificate 

Raymond  Edmonds 


Intermediate  English 


Jean  Diamond  . .  . .  Second  Class 
Phyllis  Maw  . .  . .  Second  Class 
Ray  Sprintz        . .         . .     Second  Class 


College  of  Teachers  of  the  Blind — National  Diploma  in  Piano  Tuning. 

Bernard  Bowskill 
Peter  Maltby 
Stanley  Murkin 
Neville  Tostevin 


The  following  Swimming  Certificates  were  awarded  : 

Elementary  . .         . .     Ian  Caulfield 

Barry  Crook 
John  Waldegrave 
Arthur  Woodhouse 


COLLEGE  PRIZES  WERE  AWARDED  AS  FOLLOWS  : 

"George  Thomas  Rose"  Annual  Memorial  Prize,  awarded  for  Progress  in 
Music  :  Michael  Campbell,  Neville  Tostevin,  Herbert  Lawrence, 
Arthur  Horsfield. 

"Dixson"  Annual  Essay  Prize  :  Peter  Goodey. 

"Lady  Francis  Campbell"  Annual  Recitation  Prize  :  No  award. 
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The   "Philip    Layton"    Prize,    awarded    for   the   most    industrious    work 
throughout  the  year  :  Catherine  Hurley. 

The  "Philip  Layton"  Tuning  Prize  for  excellence  in  Tuning,  Repairing  and 
Construction — Geoffrey  Carlin,  Stanley  Murkin. 

The  "H.  J.  Kelley"  Tuning  Prize  :  Bernard  Bowskill. 

The  "E.  G.  Dowdell"  Prize  for  General  Musicianship  :  Arthur  Horsfield. 

The  Pianoforte  Repertoire  Prizes  : 

Class  A  (Seniors) — Michael  Campbell. 

Class  B  (Seniors) — Peter  Jackson. 

Class  A  (Juniors) — the  "Mabel  Davis"  Prize  :  Rita  Jones. 

The  Organ  Repertoire  Prize  :  Michael  Campbell,  John  James. 

The  "Guy  Campbell"  Prize  for  Physical  Training  :   Derek  Beauchamp, 
Bruce  Pountney. 

Typewriting  Prize  awarded  for  best  all-round  work  during  the  year  :  Henry 
Backlog. 

Knitting  Prize  :  Beryl  Jones.     ' 

Junior  Recitation  Prize  :  Beryl  Jones. 

Form  I  :  Joan  Lambert. 

Form  II  :  Ronald  Williams. 

Form  III  :  The  "Margaret  Mace"  Prize  :  Stanley  Bell. 

J.  N.  LANGDON, 

Principal. 
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THE   ROYAL   NORMAL   COLLEGE   AND 


Income  and  Expenditure  Account  for  the 


DR.  INCOME 

1951 

24,915  To  Fees 

149     „  Grant 

93     „  General  Subscriptions 
91     ,,  General  Donations 
2,166     ,,  Interest  on  Investments 
184     ,,  Repayments  for  Board,  etc. 
,,  Sundry  Receipts 


266 


,,  Receipts  for  Pupils'  Equipment  (including  amounts  now 
received  in  respect  of  previous  year)  less  expenditure 
during  year 


£  s.     d. 

29,304  2     6 

149  15  10 

78  12  10 

114  3     0 

2,376  4     3 

120  0    0 

27  4    4 


£27,864 


£32,170    2    9 
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ACADEMY  OF  MUSIC  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Year  ended  31st  March,  1952 

EXPENDITURE  CR. 

1951  £    s.  d. 

9,208  By  Education          11,567  18  1 

10,679     „  Maintenance 11,82118  10 

449     ,,  Nursing  and  Medicine            404  10  11 

1,371     „  Office  Expenses          1,627  10  11 

707     „  Garden  Outlay            743  13  6 

2,993     ,,  General  Expenses            . .         . .         . .         . .         . .  3,672     1  6 

1,882     ,,  Provision  for  Depreciation     ..         ..         ..         ..         ..  2,105     7  1 

,,  Balance,  Excess  of  Income  over  Expenditure  for  the  year 

575            to  date           227     1  11 

£27,864  £32,170    2  9 
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BALANCE  SHEET 


1951 

1,039 
600 


LIABILITIES 


£    s.     d. 
1,499     9  10 


Sundry  Creditors  : 

Tradesmen's  Accounts,  etc. 
Ministry  of  Education  for  Teachers1  Super- 
annuation     1,090     3     9 

Loan  from  Endowment  Fund         . .  . .       650    0    0 


3,239  13     7 


201 


Gardner's  Trust  for  the  Blind 

Recitals  : 
Balance,  1st  April,  1951    . 
Further  amount  received 


Less  Cost  of  Recitals  during  year  to  date 


201     6    5 
200    0    0 


401 

187 


Grant  for  purchase  of  Furniture     ..  ..    1,000    0    0 

Transfer  to  General  Fund  Capital  Account    1 ,000    0    0 


214    45 


Endowment  Funds  : 

College  Endowment  Fund  : 

Balance,  1st  April,  1951 31,663     4  4 

Add  Legacies  and  Gift  of  Stocks  . .  8,429  15  7 
Savings  Bank  Interest  year  to  date  49  110 
Transfer  from  General  Fund           . .           — 

40,142     1  9 

Less  Transfer  to  General  Fund  . .         , .       202     5  6 

31,663                                                                                  39,939  16  3 

5,078         Alfred  E.  Beddow  Memorial  Fund            . .    5,078     5  6 


Funds  held  for  Special  Purposes 

17,810  Carnegie  Endowment  Fund 

1 ,000  Hornshaw  Bequest 

200  C.  A.  Ward  Endowment  Fund 

5,342  Other  Funds 


17,810  0  0 

1,000  0  0 

200  0  0 

5,339  1  5 


45,018     1     9 


24,349     1     5 


62,933 


Forward 


72,821     1     2 
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as  at  31st  March,  1952 


ASSETS 


1951 


Cash  at  Bank  and  in  Hand 


2,638 

College  Endowment  Fund 

525 

Special  Funds 

5,481 

General  Fund 

Sundry  Debtors  : 

College  Endowment  Fund  : 

Loan  to  General  Fund 

1 

Sundry 

Special  Funds  : 

20 

Income  Tax  Recoverable 

General  Fund : 

693 

Fees 

169 

Income  Tax  Recoverable 

943 

Recoverable  Expenditure 

321 

Sundry 

530 

Deposit  on  Organ 

£  s.  d. 


2,225  17  5 

373  9  7 

6,808  8  10 


650  0  0 


41  0  0 


286  13 
432  9 
492  7 
611  17 


£    s.     d. 


9,407  15  10 


2,514    7     3 


Investments  at  Cost  or  Estimated  Transfer  Value  : 

29,024        College  Endowment  Fund 37,063 

5,078        Alfred  E.  Beddow  Memorial  Fund  . .    5,078 

13,878        General  Fund  14,153 

(Note  :  In  accordance  with  an  order    

made  by  the  Minister  of  Education  on 
4th  Nov.,  1949,  a  sum  of  £276  0s.  9d. 
has  been  invested  during  the  year  in  3% 
Savings  Bonds  which  are  held  by  the 
Official  Trustee  of  Charitable  Funds). 
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5 

15 


10 
6 
6 


56,295  19  10 


Investments  held  on  behalf  of  Special  Funds  at  Cost  or 
Estimated  Transfer  Value  : 


17,810  Carnegie  Endowment  Fund 

1 ,000  Hornshaw  Bequest 

200  C.  A.  Ward  Endowment  Fund 

5,199  Other  Funds 


.  17,810  0  0 

.    1,000  0  0 

.       200  0  0 

.    5,338  10  2 


24,348  10    2 


29,921 
113,431 


Freehold  Estate,  Buildings,  etc. 

Balance,  1st  April,  1951 
Addition  during  year  to  date 

Less  Depreciation 


29,921  0  6 

650  0  0 

30,571  0  6 

1,589  1  6 


Forward 


28,981   19    0 
121,548  12     1 
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LIABILITIES— continued 

1951  £    s.  d.  £    s.    d. 

62,933  .  Forward  ..      72,821     1     2 

Unexpended  Income  Balances  of  Special  Funds  : 

Balance,  1st  April,  1951        401  10  3 

Add  Interest  received  during  year  to  date  175     6  11 


576  17     2 


Less  Prizes  and  Grants  awarded      79  12    4 
Grant  to  General  Fund  from 
Elizabeth  Wills  Allen  Fund      83     6     6 


162  18  10 


53,232 
£116,567 


402  413  18     4 

General  Fund  : 

Balance,  1st  April,  1951       53,232    0    8 

Add  Transfer  from  Gardner's  Trust  Account 

of  Grant  for  the  purchase  of  furniture 

the  cost  of  which  is  included  in  the 

additions    to     Furniture,    Fixtures, 

Appliances  and  Musical  Instruments 
Interest  on  Savings  Bonds  Re-invested 
Transfer  from  College  Endowment  Fund 
Excess  of  Income  over  Expenditure  for 

year  to  date    . .         . .         . . 


i  1,000 

20 

d  202 

0 
13 

5 

0 
6 
6 

227 

1 

11 

54,682 

1 

7 

i 

^127,917 

1 

1 
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nued 

1951  ■-    d, 

:31  wamd    ..    121,54*  12     J 

furniture.   Fixtures.   Appliaace*  aad  Mtinl 


Balance,  1*  April. 

.  •  -t-  ..-v.:  */,  -c.'.-.  3,858    5    7 

6,994  14    7 

.>.:.- v.  -.'.'  \     7 

626    5     7 

M*  63«    9    0 


tl  16^567  27,917     1     1 


ARPEH  A:  ( 

idol  Lane, 

-•-  >:1  Eatfcheap.  London*  t 
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SCHEDULE  OF  INVESTMENTS  HELD  ON  BEHALF  OF  SPECIAL  FUNDS, 

31st  March,  1952 

Cost  or  Estimated 
Transfer  Value 
Carnegie  Endowment  Fund  :  £    s.     d. 

£5,653     7     6     Consolidated  4  %  Stock        ...        4,550    0    0 

£13,965  19    7    War  3£%  Stock,  1952  or  after        13,260    0    0 


(Market  Value,  £15,812    6s.     7d.)  17,810    0    0 


Hornshaw  Bequest  : 

£1,000    0    0     War  3|%  Stock,  1952  or  after        1,000    0    0 

(Held  by  the  Official  Trustee  of  Charitable  Funds)  .-=—»■— 

(Market  Value,  £777  10s.    Od.) 

C.  A.  Ward  Endowment  Fund  : 

£259    8    6    Conversion  31%  Stock,  1961  200    0    0 

(Market  Value,  £202    0s.     6d.)  ^ ^ 

Francis  Joseph  Campbell  Memorial  Fund  : 

£590    4    2    Conversion  3£%  Stock,  1961  501  12    3 

Elizabeth  Wills  Allen  Fund  : 

£3,030    0    0    London  County  Consolidated  2f%  Stock,  1960/70       3,000    0    0 

Elizabeth  Williams  Musical  Scholarship  Fund  : 

£1 ,01 5    2    6    Commonwealth  of  Australia  3 |  %  Registered  Stock, 

1950/52        1,000    0    0 

George  Thomas  Rose  Memorial  Prize  Fund  : 

£382  15    2    British  Transport  3%  Guaranteed  Stock,  1978/88  500    0    0 

Dixson  Prize  Fund  : 

£19  12  10    War  3£%  Stock,  1952  or  after        20    0    0 

Lady  Francis  Campbell  Prize  Fund  : 

£33  17  10    Conversion  3|%  Stock,  1961  26  17  11 

Philip  Layton  Prize  Fund  : 

$500     Montreal  Tramways  Co.  30-year  General  Refund- 
ing Mortgage         100    0    0 

Guy  Campbell  Prize  Fund  : 

£50    0    0    2\%  Defence  Bonds  ..         50    0    0 

Dr.  E.  G.  Dowdell  Prize  Fund  : 

£157  16  10    3£%  War  Stock,  1952  or  after        140    0    0 


(Market  Value,  £4,392     8s.     7d.)  £5,338  10    2 
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General  Fund  : 

£13,000  0 

0 

£853  5 

11 

SCHEDULE  OF  INVESTMENTS,  31st  March,  1952 

Cost  or  Estimated 
Transfer  Value 
£    s.     d. 

2\%  National  War  Bonds,  1951/53  ..         ..      13,351     0    4 

3  %  Savings  Bonds,  1965/75  802  15     2 

( Held  by  the  Official  Trustee  of  Charitable  Funds) 

(Market  Value,  £13,635     7s.     2d.)  £14,153  15     6 


College  Endowment  Fund  : 

2\ r%  Defence  Bonds             650  0  0 

3  %  Defence  Bonds  (£667  6s.  8d.  of  which  represents 
the  investment  at  par  of  the  proceeds  of  sale  of 

old  pianofortes) 2,293  0  0 

Conversion  3|%  Stock,  1961          2,106  9  0 

War  3%  Stock,  1955/59 1,674  19  0 

War  3£%  Stock,  1952  or  after        5,178  13  1 

Birmingham  Corporation  3$%  Stock,  1946  or  after  1,975  4  0 

British  Transport  3%  Guaranteed  Stock,  1978/88  4,229  110 

Central  Argentine  Railway  Consolidated  Ordinary 

Stock           815  12  6 

3%  Funding  Stock,  1959/69            4,047  9  6 

3%  Savings  Bonds,  1960/70            2,376  0  0 

British  Electricity  3%  Guaranteed  Stock,  1974/77  589  11  2 

Commonwealth  of  Australia  3%  Stock,  1955/58  524  6  6 

Brown  Bayleys  Steelworks,  Ltd.,  Ordinary  Shares  5,750  0  0 

Consolidated  2\%  Stock 651  15  0 

3  %  Savings  Bonds,  1965/75            404  13  6 

Commonwealth  of  Australia  3i%  Stock,  1964/74  248  12  6 

New  Zealand  3£%  Stock,  1962/65             . .         . .  223  8 

Funding  4%  Stock,  1960/90            480  10  6 

Japanese  4%  Bonds,  1899 146  10  0 

2\%  Savings  Bonds,  1964/67          1,873  2  6 

British  Electricity  3%  Guaranteed  Stock,  1968/73  497  14  6 

Commonwealth  of  Australia  3£%  Stock,  1956/61  327  5  0 


£650 

0 

0 

£2,300 

0 

0 

£2,000 

0 

0 

£1,650 

0 

0 

£5,713 

15 

8 

£2,000 

0 

0 

£5,679 

5 

11 

£2,250 

0 

0 

£4,003 

19 

10 

£2,600 

0 

0 

£624 

1 

5 

£521 

12 

11 

£1,000 

0 

0 

£1,100 

0 

0 

£500 

0 

0 

£300 

0 

0 

£250 

0 

0 

£500 

0 

0 

£200 

0 

0 

£2,250 

0 

0 

£600 

0 

0 

£350 

0 

0 

9 


(Market  Value,  £32,441   13s.     3d.)     ..    £37,063  18  10 


Alfred  E.  Beddow  Memorial  Fund  : 

£5,134    2     1     War  3A%  Stock,  1952  or  after £5,078     5     6 

(Market  Value,  £3,991   15s.     4d.)  __=_ 
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LIST  OF  DONATIONS  AND  SUBSCRIPTIONS 

FOR   THE 

GENERAL  PURPOSES  OF  THE  COLLEGE 


Lewis,  Mrs.  S.  Waller 

Moore,  J.  R.,  Esq. 

Moore,  R.  A.,  Esq. 

Muspratt,  Miss  R.  S. 

Palmer,  C.  N.,  Esq. 

Piaggio,  H.  T.  H.,  Esq. 

Prize,  W.  H.,  Esq. 

Proctor,  H.,  Esq.  . . 

Rich,  T.,  Esq. 

Sage,  Miss  H.,  and  Easter,  Miss  F 

Carried  forward 


Ltd. 


Don 

£ 

10 

atic 

s. 
0 

>ns 

d. 

0 

1 
20 

4 

1 
0 

4 

0 
0 
0 

3     3     0 

2     2     0 
12  10     0 


2    0    0 
5     5     0 

2     2     0 


5 
25 

5 
0 

0 
0 

5 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

Subscriptions 

£    s.    d. 

5 
5 
5 

5 
5 
0 

0 
0 
0 

2     0     0 


Received  from  the  1st  April,  1951,  to  31st  March,  1952. 


Her  Gracious  Majesty  Queen  Mary 
Anonymous 


Armstrong,  Mrs. 

Aston  Charities  Trust,  Ltd. 

Backhouse,  Mrs. 

Ball,  Miss  F.  H 

Batchelor,  Miss  H.  M. 
Beddow,  Miss  E.  A. 
Beer,  Miss  E.  M.  . . 
Buckle,  Miss  I.  R. 
Burton,  Messrs.  Montague,  Ltd. 
Campbell,  Miss  E.  L. 
Cardeston  Church  (Collection) 
Clucas,  Miss  LB. 

Cockell,  Miss  A 

Cooper,  Miss  Frances 
Co-operative  Wholesale  Society, 
Cox,  E.,  Esq. 

Cox  &  Sons,  Messrs.  G.  T. 
Cropper,  Mrs. 

Desch,  Dr.  C.  H 

de  Quincey,  Mrs.  R.  A. 

Evans,  E.,  Esq. 

Ezra,  Mrs.  M.  H. 

Founders  Company  Charitable  Trust 

Graves,  H.  R.  S.,  Esq. 

Henderson,  F.,  Esq.         . .  ■ 

Higby,  W.  V.,  Esq.,  M.A. 

Home  &  Colonial  Stores,  Ltd. 

Kedwell,  C.  W.,  Esq. 


1 

1 

0 

4 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

10 

0 

1 

1 

0 

7 

6 

1 

0 

0 

4     0    0 


£98  13     0 


2 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

5 

5 

0 

2 

2 

0 

2 

2 

0 

2 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

5 

0 

5 

0 

5 

0 

2 

0 

0 

£58 

2 

6 
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Brought  forward 
Saltoun,  The  Rt.  Hon.  Lord.,  M.C. 
Samuelson,  Lady,  O.B.E. 
Scarth,  Miss  S.  G. 

Shrewsbury  Amateur  Operatic  Society 
Smith,  Miss  G. 
South,  Miss  M.  F. 
Southern,  Lady  B. 
Spittle,  S.,  Esq. 
Strick,  Miss  E.  R. 
Todd,  R.,  Esq. 
Twist,  Miss 
Walker,  Messrs.  W.  B. 
Warner,  Miss  L.  M. 
Waterhouse,  Miss  F.  E. 
Woods,  Miss  S.     . . 
Zileri,  Miss  A.  S.  . . 


Donati 

ons 

Subscriptions 

£    s. 

d. 

£ 

s.     d. 

98  13 

0 

58 

2     6 

9 

1   10 

2     2 

0 

"2 

2    0 

10    0 

0 

5     0 

2 

2    0 

1 

1     0 

1 

1     0 

2 

0    0 

2 

2    0 
10    6 

1     1 

0 

1     1 

0 

1     1 

0 

5 

0 

5     0 


£114     3     0 


£78  12  10 
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LEGACIES  RECEIVED 

From  1st  April,  1951,  to  31st  March,  1952. 


Cunnington,  Miss  A.  E.  M.,  Executors  of  the  late     . . 
Dunton,  A.  J.,  Esq.,  Trustees  of  the  late 
Goward,  Miss  E.  B.,  Executors  of  the  late 
James,  Miss  E.  E.,  Executors  of  the  late 

and  investments  of  the  total  estimated  transfer  value 
Murphy,  Miss  A.  C,  Executors  of  the  late 
Richmond,  Richard,  Esq.,  Executors  of  the  late 


£    s.  d. 

91     7  9 

700    0  0 

10    0  0 

1,712     8  7 

5,669     2  1 

96  17  2 

150    0  0 


INFORMATION  FOR  INTENDING  CONTRIBUTORS 

The  Governors  wish  to  direct  the  attention  of  Annual  Subscribers  to 
the  fact  that,  by  agreeing  to  pay  their  subscriptions  for  seven  years  certain, 

they  would  enable  the  College  to  recover  income  tax  on  their  subscriptions, 

the  value  of  which  would  thus  be  augmented  without  extra  cost  to  the 

donors.    Examples  are  shown  below  : 


Amount  subscribed 

£     s.  d. 

10  0 

1  0  0 

2  0  0 
5    0  0 


Income  Tax  recoverable    Total  amount  received 

at  9/6  in  the  £  by  College 

£    s.     d.  £    s.     d. 

9     1  19     1 

18     1  1   18     1 

1  16    2  3  16    2 

4  10    6  9  10    6 


Subscribers  desiring  to  benefit  the  College  in  this  way  are  requested 
to  complete  and  return  the  form  of  agreement  printed  on  the  next  page. 
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FORM  OF  BEQUEST 


I  bequeath  to  the  ROYAL  NORMAL  COLLEGE  AND 
ACADEMY  OF  MUSIC  FOR  THE  BLIND,  for  the  general 
purpose  of  that  Institution,  the  sum  of 


free  of  legacy  duty,  and  the  receipt  of  the  Treasurer  or  one  of  the 
Treasurers  for  the  time  being  of  that  Institution,  shall  be  a  good 
discharge  for  such  legacy. 


N.B. — Any  property  may  now  be  given  by  Will  for  charitable  purposes. 

The  Will  or  Codicil  must  be  signed  by  the  Testator  in  the  presence  of 
two  witnesses,  who  must  subscribe  their  names  in  his  presence  and  in  the 
presence  of  each  other. 
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SHROPSHIRE. 


C\ 


EIGHTIETH 
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WALKER,    PRINTER,    SHREWSBURY. 
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3&opal  formal  College 

an!) 

^cabemp  of  ffluXit  for  tlje  pUnb 

FOUNDED  1st  MARCH,  1872 

BY 

Dr.  Thomas  Rhodes  Armitage  and  Sir  Francis  Joseph  Campbell 

Registered  in  accordance  with  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948 
Certified  by  the  Ministry  of  Education 

Annual    HXcport 

1952—1953 


ROWTON  CASTLE,  near  SHREWSBURY,  SHROPSHIRE. 

Telephone  No.  :  "Halfway  House  202." 

NOTICE 

Particulars  of  the  rules  and  terms  for  the  admission  of  pupils,  the 
general  organisation  and  courses  of  instruction,  etc.,  will  be  furnished  on 
application. 

All  communications  should  be  addressed  to  the  Principal  and  Secretary  : 
J.  N.  LANGDON,  B.Sc,  Ph.D. 
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THE   ROYAL   NORMAL   COLLEGE 
FOR   THE   BLIND 


Since  the  foundation  of  the  College  in  1872,  students  have 
been  received  from  all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  the 
Commonwealth.  The  College  is  undenominational  in  character. 
Its  object  is  to  train  the  blind  to  earn  their  own  living  and  to 
render  them  independent  and  self-reliant  citizens.  This  is  an 
object  which  the  College  has  succeeded  and  continually  succeeds 
in  accomplishing,  and  there  are  now  many  hundreds  of  former 
pupils  living  full  and  useful  lives  independent  of  public  or  chari- 
table aid.  Most  of  these  are  filling  their  places  in  the  world  as 
organists  and  teachers  of  music,  pianoforte  tuners,  clergymen, 
solicitors,  school  teachers  and  shorthand-typists.  The  College 
thus  makes  a  definite  contribution  to  national  economy  in 
effecting  the  complete  rehabilitation  of  many  disabled  persons. 

The  present  organisation  of  the  College  comprises  a  School 
Department  in  which  boys  and  girls  between  the  ages  of  twelve 
and  sixteen  years  receive  a  sound  general  education,  and  depart- 
ments for  the  training  of  older  students  as  musicians,  piano 
tuners  and  shorthand-typists.  The  School  Department  is 
officially  designated  as  a  Selective  School  for  children  chosen 
between  the  ages  of  twelve  and  thirteen  years  by  reason  of 
ability  and  promise  of  eventual  suitability  for  admission  to  one 
of  the  College  Training  Departments. 

Voluntary  effort  was  responsible  for  the  foundation  of  the 
College  and  has  continued  to  play  an  important  part  in  its  life. 
The  College  has  used  its  own  funds  freely  for  the  welfare  of 
blind  persons,and  the  replenishment  of  these  funds  is  necessary 
to  enable  it  to  continue  to  help  its  students  in  ways  additional 
to  those  provided  by  Public  Authorities. 


OFFICERS   OF  THE  COLLEGE 


PRESIDENT 

The  Right  Hon.  LORD  HOWARD  de  WALDEN  AND  SEAFORD 

VICE-PRESIDENTS 

His  Grace  The  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 

His  Grace  The  Lord  Archbishop  of  York 

His  Grace  The  Duke  of  Westminster,  G.C.V.O.,  D.S.O. 

The  Right  Hon.  The  Lord  Mayor  of  London  (ex-officio) 

The  Master  of  the  Worshipful  Company  of  Clothworkers  (ex-officio) 

The  Master  of  the  Worshipful  Company  of  Musicians  (ex-officio) 

Colonel  The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Strathcona  and  Mount  Royal 

Sir  John  M.  Stirling  Maxwell,  Bart. 

TRUSTEES 

Colonel  The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Strathcona  and  Mount  Royal 

H.  H.  Hardy,  Esq.,  C.B.E.,  M.B.E.,  M.A. 

Hubert  A.  Robertson,  Esq. 

BOARD  OF  GOVERNORS 

*H.  H.  HARDY,  Esq.,  C.B.E.,  M.B.E.,  M.A.  (Chairman) 

*HUBERT  A.  ROBERTSON,  Esq. 

*Major  The  Right  Hon.  LORD  SALTOUN,  M.C. 

*R.  W.  HOLLAND,  Esq.,  O.B.E.,  M.A.,  M.Sc,  LL.D. 

(Vice-Chairmeri) 

The  Right  Hon.  LORD  AMULREE,  M.D. 

*N.  P.  BIRLEY,  Esq.,  D.S.O.,  M.C,  M.A. 

Sir  ADRIAN  BOULT,  M.A.,  D.Mus. 

Captain  E.  H.  T.  BROADWOOD,  M.C. 

Sir  JOHN  J.  CONYBEARE,  K.B.E.,  M.C,  D.M.,  F.R.C.P. 

E.  H.  DOWDELL,  Esq.,  M.A. 

*W.  GUY  FOSSICK,  Esq.,  M.A. 

*W.  V.  HIGBY,  Esq.,  M.A. 

Major  N.  C  M.  MACMAHON,  O.B.E. 

*C.  W.  MITFORD,  Esq.,  M.A. 

The  Most  Hon.  THE  MARQUESS  OF  NORMANBY,  M.B.E. 

G.  THALBEN-BALL,  Esq.,  D.Mus.,  F.R.C.O.,  F.R.C.M. 

The  Rev.  Canon  G.  F.  WHITTLETON,  M.A. 

HON.  TREASURER 

*Major  The  Right  Hon.  LORD  SALTOUN,  M.C. 

*  Members  of  the  Finance  and  House  Committee 


GENERAL  COUNCIL 

The  President 

The  Vice-Presidents 

The  Hon.  Treasurer 

The  Members  of  the  Board  of  Governors 
Miss  E.  A.  Beddow  C.  I.  B.  Lee,  Esq. 

E.  Cox,  Esq.  E.  R.  P.  Moon,  Esq. 

Mrs.  M.  Ezra  T.  C.  Nicholson,  Esq. 

Frank  Henderson,  Esq.  The  Rev.  H.  S.  Sard,  M.A. 

C.  W.  Kedwell,  Esq.  Sir  William  and  Lady  Wood 

OFFICERS  AND  STAFF 

Hon.  Ophthalmic  Surgeon 
Ian  C.  Fraser,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S. 

Hon.  Aurists 

W.  M.  Mollison,  Esq.,  C.B.E.,  F.R.C.S. 
S.  W.  G.  Hargrove,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S. 

Hon.  Medical  Officer 
W.  E.  Gemmell,  Esq.,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Dental  Surgeon 
R.  E.  Lloyd  Jones,  Esq.,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S.,  Eng. 

Solicitors 

Messrs.  Shaen,  Roscoe  &  Co. 

Auditors 

Messrs.  Miall,  Harper  &  Co. 

Architect 
A.  E.  Williams,  Esq.,  L.R.I.B.A. 

Consulting  Architects 

Messrs.  Taylor  and  Young,  Manchester 

Bankers 
Barclays  Bank,  Ltd.,  Westow  Hill,  Upper  Norwood,  S.E.19 


MUSIC  DEPARTMENT 

*J.  Eric  Hunt,  F.R.C.O.  (Ch.M.),  A.C.D.C.M.,  Director  of  Music 

Miss  A.  M.  Laverack 

R.  H.  Proudman,  B.A.,  A.R.C.M. 
*A.  G.  Whitton,  L.R.A.M. 


SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT 

W.  J.  Merridan,  A.C.P.,  F.S.D.S. 
D.  P.  Jones,  B.A. 
Miss  P.  L.  Morton,  B.A. 
Miss  N.  M.  Thomas,  B.Sc. 


PIANOFORTE  TUNING  DEPARTMENT 

Examiner:  Captain  E.  H.  T.  Broadwood,  M.C. 

Teachers:   *A.  G.  Whitton,  L.R.A.M. 
W.  A.  Adams 


TYPEWRITING  DEPARTMENT 

Miss  Margaret  Penny  |  *Miss  Mary  Lewis]  I.  M.  Doull 

Miss  D.  M.  Hunter  Miss  J.  A.  Squires 


OFFICE  STAFF 

A.  Lidster,  M.A.,  A.C.I.S. — Bursar  Miss  D.  M.  Harvey 

Miss  R.  A.  Loder 

*Blind  and  partially  sighted  Members  of  the  Staff 
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DOMESTIC  SUPERVISORY  STAFF 

Mrs.  J.  N.  Langdon — Lady  Superintendent 
Miss  D.  W.  Phillips 
Nurse  M.  E.  Thomas 
Miss  L.  M.  Wainscott 
Miss  W.  Webb- Jones 


PRINCIPAL  AND  SECRETARY 

J.  N.  Langdon,  B.Sc.,  Ph.D. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  GOVERNORS 

For  the  Year  ended  March  31st,   1953 


THE  national  mourning  for  Her  Late  Majesty  Queen  Mary 
was  shared  with  especial  sorrow  by  the  Royal  Normal 
College  for  the  Blind  whose  beloved  Patron  she  had  been 
for  many  years,  during  which  she  had  shown  the  College  several 
signal  marks  of  favour.  To  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  and  Queen 
Elizabeth  the  Queen  Mother,  the  Governors,  Staff  and  Pupils 
offer  their  humble  duty  and  sincere  sympathy. 

The  Governors  are  grieved  to  record  the  death  of  Mr.  Ernest 
Marshall,  head  of  the  well-known  firm  of  piano  manufactures  of 
the  same  name,  who  had  acted  in  an  advisory  capacity  to  the 
Pianoforte  Tuning  Department  of  the  College  for  more  than 
forty  years.  For  much  of  this  time  Mr.  Marshall  was  responsible 
for  internal  examinations  in  piano  tuning  at  the  College,  delegating 
the  actual  examining  to  experts  whom  he  nominated,  but  by  his 
active  personal  interest  doing  much  to  maintain  traditional 
standards.  The  fine  collection  of  single-note  models,  illustrating 
the  more  important  piano  actions,  which  has  long  been  an  impor- 
tant part  of  the  equipment  of  this  Department  was  obtained 
through  Mr.  Marshall's  good  offices  and  is  evidence  of  the  practi- 
cal interest  which  he  also  expressed  in  some  generous  gifts  of 
musical  instruments.  In  1939  Mr.  Marshall  became  a  Governor 
of  the  College  and  quickly  won  the  esteem  and  affection  of  his 
colleagues  who  now  offer  their  heartfelt  sympathy  to  his  widow 
and  sons. 

As  this  Report  goes  to  Press,  the  sad  news  has  been  received 
of  the  sudden  death  of  Miss  Mary  Lewis.  She  entered  the  College 
as  a  pupil  in  1905  and  studied  shorthand  and  typewriting,  then 
little  practised  by  the  blind.  Miss  Lewis  became  an  acknowledged 
authority  on  Braille  shorthand,  which  she  taught  for  thirty  yeirs, 
and  was  the  chief  architect  of  the  1945  Revision  of  the  Braille 
Shorthand  System.  She  was  an  outstandingly  successful  teacher, 
unsparing  of  herself,  taking  a  keen  interest  in  each  one  of  her 
pupils  and  having  a  deep  understanding  of  their  difficulties. 
Totally  blind  herself,  Miss  Lewis  overcame  her  own  handicap  to 
a  remarkable  degree,  and  helped  large  numbers  of  pupils  to  follow 
her  example.  She  was  a  brave  and  devoted  woman  whose  loss 
will  long  be  felt  in  the  College  which  she  served  so  well.  The 
Governors  offer  their  deepest  sympathy  to  Miss  Lewis's  relatives 
and  to  her  many  friends. 


The  outstanding  event  in  the  past  year  was  the  fire  which 
broke  out  in  the  single-storey  timber  buildings  at  Rowton  Castle 
in  the  early  hours  of  the  morning  of  5th  March.  The  buildings 
concerned,  some  of  which  housed  the  sleeping  quarters  of  most 
of  the  older  boys,  were  speedily  evacuated  without  loss  of  life 
or  injury,  but  they  and  their  entire  contents  were  destroyed. 
The  Local  Fire  Brigade  responded  promptly  to  the  call  and  pre- 
vented the  fire  from  spreading  to  neighbouring  buildings.  The 
Chief  Fire  Officer  subsequently  sent  a  letter  to  the  Principal, 
congratulating  all  concerned  on  the  efficient  manner  in  which  the 
affected  buildings  had  been  evacuated  and  all  the  occupants 
accounted  for  by  the  time  the  Brigade  arrived.  This  was  due  in 
no  small  measure  to  the  complete  calmness  with  which  the  boys 
behaved  in  the  emergency.  The  Women's  Voluntary  Service  and 
the  County  Welfare  Service  co-operated  splendidly  and  through 
their  good  offices  all  the  boys  concerned  were  provided  with 
clothing.  About  half  of  them  were  able  to  travel  to  their  homes 
that  day  and  the  remainder  went  home  on  the  following  day. 
Messages  of  sympathy  and  offers  of  help  were  received  from  near 
and  far.  The  Governors  wish  to  record  their  warmest  thanks  to 
all  who  so  promptly  expressed  their  readiness  to  help  the  College, 
and  particularly  would  they  thank  the  Authorities  of  Henshaw's 
Institution  for  the  Blind  through  whose  most  hospitable  co- 
operation it  was  eventually  agreed  as  the  situation  clarified  that 
the  displaced  students  should  go  to  Manchester  to  resume 
their  interrupted  training  under  their  own  teachers  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Summer  Term.  This  is  the  third  major  dis- 
turbance the  Royal  Normal  College  has  suffered  since  the 
beginning  of  the  War  and  the  second  time  it  has  enjoyed  the 
ready  support  of  a  fellow  organisation,  as  it  was  the  Royal 
London  Society  for  the  Blind  who  received  its  staff  and  pupils 
when  they  had  to  leave  their  first  evacuation  quarters  in  Kent 
at  twenty-four  hours'  notice  at  the  time  of  the  threatened  invasion 
in  1940. 

An  obvious  consequence  of  the  fire  has  been  to  emphasise  the 
urgent  need  for  improved  accommodation  to  which  attention  was 
drawn  in  the  last  Report.  As  then  stated,  the  funds  at  present  at 
the  disposal  of  the  College  are  inadequate  to  meet  the  cost  of  the 
additional  buildings  which  it  must  have  if  it  is  to  be  housed  in  a 
manner  appropriate  to  the  national  service  which  it  provides. 
The  Governors  therefore  beg  all  those  who  are  interested  in  the 
College  to  make  it  known  as  widely  as  possible  that  this  useful 
charity  is  still  in  need  of  financial  support,  and  they  particularly 
request  that  this  fact  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  those  in  a 
position  to  advise  as  to  worthy  objects  of  bequest. 
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Since  the  fire  there  have  been  meetings  of  the  Board  of 
Governors  and  the  Finance  and  House  Committee,  as  well  as 
two  sessions  of  the  special  ad  hoc  Committee  appointed  by  the 
former  to  deal  with  the  emergency.  Plans  are  already  in  an 
advanced  state,  but  are  not  complete  and,  anyhow,  do  not  belong 
to  the  year  officially  ending  March  31st,  1953. 

Apart  from  temporary  vacancies,  there  have  been  135  pupils 
in  residence  throughout  the  year.  Seventeen  pupils  completed 
their  training  during  the  period  under  review  and  several  of  these 
obtained  satisfactory  employment  with  little  or  no  delay.  In  other 
cases,  however,  placement  was  evidently  more  difficult  than  it 
had  been  since  the  beginning  of  the  last  War.  While  the  College 
is  not  officially  responsible  for  placement,  it  naturally  takes  a 
keen  interest  in  the  problem — in  which  it  often  plays  a  helpful 
part — and  the  Governors  therefore  wish  to  emphasise  how  im- 
portant it  is  that  Authorities  should  bear  in  mind  their  eventual 
responsibilities  when  recommending  pupils  for  training.  The 
circumstances  just  described  have  been  such  as  to  make  increased 
demands  on  the  sympathy,  imagination  and  perseverance  of 
Placement  Officers,  whether  of  the  Royal  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind,  the  Ministry  of  Labour  or  Local  Authorities,  and  the 
Governors  wish  to  record  their  appreciation  of  the  services 
rendered  by  all  of  these. 

To  Gardner's  Trust  for  the  Blind  the  College  is  again  indebted 
for  the  renewal  of  the  grant  for  "Gardner"  Recitals  of  Music 
and  for  their  extremely  generous  and,  by  reason  of  its  promptness, 
doubly  valued  gift  of  money  to  help  to  meet  immediate  needs 
arising  from  the  fire.  The  Board  express  their  deep  appreciation 
of  this  most  valuable  help.  They  also  wish  to  record  their  grateful 
thanks  to  the  John  Compton  Organ  Company,  Ltd.,  and  to 
European  Office  Equipments,  Ltd.,  for  many  services  in  their 
respective  fields;  to  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind 
for  continuing  to  supply  free  copies  of  the  Braille  Readers'  Digest; 
to  Mr.  P.  W.  Powell  for  the  use  of  the  football  pitch;  to  the 
Midlands  Electricity  Board  for  lectures  and  demonstrations  by 
Miss  J.  Thomasson,  and  to  Mid-Wales  Motorways,  Ltd.,  for 
conveying  the  College  team  to  and  from  Worcester  without 
charge.  They  again  have  much  pleasure  in  congratulating  the 
Area  Tutor  Organiser,  Mr.  Donald  Moore,  B.A.,  and  Mr.  Barham 
Johnson,  Mus.  Bac,  on  the  success  of  the  courses  of  lectures 
which  they  have  arranged  and  given  at  the  College  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Shropshire  Education  Committee,  and  they  record 
their  continued  and  grateful  appreciation  of  the  services  rendered 
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by  the  College  Medical  Officers.  Finally,  they  gratefully  acknow- 
ledge the  subscriptions,  donations  and  legacies  received  during 
the  year. 

It  is  impossible  to  close  this  Report  without  recognizing  the 
great  additional  burden  borne  by  the  Principal  and  his  wife  in 
the  closing  month  of  the  year  under  review,  and  expressing  our 
profound  appreciation  of  their  complete  adequacy  for  this, 
supported  most  admirably  by  all  grades  of  the  College  Staff, 
among  whom  especial  thanks  are  due  to  the  Bursar  for  the  cheer- 
ful efficiency  with  which  he  did  his  greatly  increased  business. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Governors, 

H.  H.  HARDY, 

Chairman. 
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PRINCIPAL'S   REPORT 


AT  2  p.m.  on  Thursday,  March  5th,  the  College  assembled 
in  the  Hall  to  thank  God  for  the  safe  deliverance  of  all  the 
occupants  of  the  buildings  destroyed  by  fire  in  the  small 
hours  of  the  morning  of  the  same  day.  All  other  considerations 
pale  into  insignificance  in  comparison  with  this  crowning  mercy, 
but  it  will  be  appreciated  that  the  sudden  curtailment  of  already 
limited  accommodation  created  a  problem  which  could  not  be 
met  by  improvisation  on  the  premises.  This  crisis  in  the  affairs 
of  the  College  was  happily  surmounted  through  the  ready  and 
effective  co-operation  of  Henshaw's  Institution  for  the  Blind,  in 
whose  general  care,  but  under  the  tuition  of  their  own  teachers, 
some  thirty-seven  male  students  of  music,  piano  tuning  and 
shorthand  typewriting  have  been  able  to  resume  their  interrupted 
studies.  That  this  was  done  with  such  little  delay  is  largely  due  to 
the  way  in  which  the  Superintendent,  Headmaster  and  Staff  of 
Henshaw's  Institution  overcame  the  many  difficulties  of  detail 
which  are  inseparable  from  such  an  arrangement,  and  the  same 
spirit  is  clearly  behind  the  happy  reports  which  the  College 
regularly  receives  from  the  temporary  out-post  in  Manchester. 

Readers  who  knew  the  College  at  Upper  Norwood  will  be 
sorry  to  hear  of  the  death  of  Mrs.  Stone,  widow  of  Mr.  W.  M. 
Stone,  Headmaster  and  Superintendent  of  the  Royal  Blind  School, 
Craigmillar  Park,  Edinburgh,  from  1905  to  1932,  and  Principal  of 
the  Royal  Normal  College  from  1934  to  1937. 

The  past  year  has  been  outstandingly  successful  for  the 
Music  Department,  in  which  the  winning  of  ten  diplomas  as 
Licentiate  or  Associate  is  an  achievement  which  should  finally 
dispose  of  the  fears  of  those  pessimists  who  thought  it  impossible 
that  this  Department  should  flourish  outside  London.  As  in  pre- 
vious years  the  wider  musical  education  and  entertainment  of  the 
students  have  been  catered  for  through  attendance  at  Attingham 
Park,  the  Shropshire  Adult  College,  through  concerts  given  by 
the  Shrewsbury  Orchestral  Society,  and  especially  through  the 
continued  generosity  of  Gardner's  Trust  for  the  Blind  in  providing 
recitals  of  music  at  the  College.  "Gardner"  Recitals  during  the 
past  year  were  given  by:  Jennifer  Vyvyan,  Richard  Lewis,  Nina 
Milkina,  Robert  Friedmann,  and  Elsie  Morison.  The  advanced 
organ  pupils  were  privileged  to  join  the  Shropshire  Organists 
Association  on  a  visit  to  Tewkesbury  Abbey. 
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By  a  happy  coincidence  in  this  year  of  musical  achievement, 
Sir  Adrian  Boult  was  the  Principal  Guest  and  Speaker  at  Speech 
Day,  held  on  June  24th.  Sir  Adrian  warmly  congratulated  the 
performers  in  the  miniature  concert  which  formed  part  of  the 
proceedings,  and,  after  distributing  the  prizes,  spoke  with  appro- 
priate reminiscence  on  the  subject  of  personal  influence.  He  also 
spoke  appreciatively  of  the  art  of  piano  tuning  which  he  said  was 
often  inadequately  recognised  by  musicians. 

The  College  Typewriting  Department,  in  the  persons  of 
Miss  Penny  and  six  pupils,  contributed  to  the  success  of  the 
Braille  Centenary  Exhibition  held  for  three  days  in  Birmingham 
by  the  Midland  Branch  of  the  National  Federation  of  the  Blind, 
which  has  many  former  pupils  among  its  officers. 

At  the  Braille  Reading  Competition  held  in  Manchester  by 
the  Northern  Branch  of  the  National  Library  for  the  Blind,  the 
College  candidates  were  awarded  the  three  top  places  in  the  class 
for  competitors  between  17  and  20  years  of  age,  and  the  first  of 
them,  Catherine  Birch,  won  the  Blanesborough  Cup  and  also  the 
special  Louis  Braille  Centenary  Cup. 

The  many  social  activities  organised  by  the  pupils  have 
followed  customary  lines.  Both  Senior  and  Junior  Debating 
Societies  successfully  completed  sessions  of  varied  programmes. 
The  Senior  Dramatic  Society  presented  "Mr.  Pirn  Passes  By," 
by  A.  A.  Milne,  "The  Sword  is  Double-Edged,"  by  Arthur 
S  win  son,  "Tea  for  Three,"  by  Margery  Vosper,  and  "A  Village 
Wooing,"  by  Bernard  Shaw.  The  Junior  Dramatic  Society  pre- 
sented "A  Song  in  the  Wind,"  by  P.  B.  Barry  and  "Knowing  all 
the  Answers,"  an  amusing  topical  phantasy  specially  written  by 
Miss  Morton,  to  whom  both  Societies  owe  much  of  their  success. 
A  Nature  Club,  under  the  presidency  of  Miss  Thomas,  provides 
a  welcome  addition  to  out-of-school  activities,  and  helps  its 
members  to  find  new  and  purposeful  interests  in  the  College 
grounds  and  surrounding  countryside.  The  Chess  Club  has  con- 
tinued to  flourish  and  won  its  match  against  Shrewsbury  Priory 
School  for  Boys.  The  Annual  Sports  again  marked  the  climax 
of  much  enthusiastic  training  which  had  given  special  significance 
to  physical  training  lessons  for  some  time.  They  also  provided 
opportunity  for  the  students  to  prove  their  ability  as  organisers 
of  a  somewhat  complicated  programme,  and  this  they  did  with 
customary  success,  under  the  Chairmanship  of  Mr.  Jones  who 
has  succeeded  Mr.  CunlifTe  as  Games  Master.  There  were 
many  creditable    performances    which    included    the    breaking 
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of  eleven  records.  The  Cup  was  won  by  Armitage  House,  who 
also  won  the  "Armitage"  Cup.  which  is  awarded  on  the  results  of 
House  competitions  throughout  the  year.  The  trials  of  strength 
in  the  sports  field  with  Worcester  College  for  the  Blind,  which 
had  become  annual  events,  were  extended  to  three  meetings 
during  the  past  year.  Honours  were  again  fairly  equally  divided. 
Scouts  and  Guides  have  been  meeting  regularly,  the  former  under 
the  Leadership  of  Mr.  Merridan,  who  has  completed  forty-two 
years  as  a  Scoutmaster,  and  the  latter  under  that  of  Miss  Hunter, 
assisted  by  Miss  Squires. 

In  the  past  year  the  College  has  been  visited  by  many  former 
pupils  who  have  enjoyed  its  hospitality.  Other  visitors  included 
representatives  of  Education  Authorities,  the  Staffs  of  Schools, 
and  the  following  overseas  visitors:  Mr.  Mohammad  Ramzan, 
Superintendent  of  the  Emerson  Institute  for  the  Blind,  Lahore; 
Mrs.  T.  F.  Mikes,  Yugoslavia;  Mr.  H.  C.  A.  Lambert,  School 
for  the  Blind,  Auckland;  Mr.  Ial  Advani,  Technical  Assistant  to 
the  Ministry  of  Education,  India ;  Mr.  B.  Wulfsohn,  Inspector  of 
Education,  Union  of  South  Africa.  An  especially  welcome  visitor 
was  Mr.  Edward  Waterhouse,  Director  of  Perkins  Institution  for 
the  Blind,  Massachusetts,  in  which  Sir  Francis  Campbell,  first 
Principal  and  a  Founder  of  the  College,  was  at  one  time  a  member 
of  the  Music  Staff. 


The  health  of  the  College  has  been  excellent  apart  from  an 
epidemic  of  measles  which  caused  more  inconvenience  :han 
anxiety. 

The  following  examination  successes  have  been  notified  since 
the  publication  of  the  last  Report : 


SUCCESSES 

Royal  College  of  Organists 

Associateship  Diploma —        Michael  Campbell 

Irvine  Swift 

Royal  Academy  of  Music 

Licentiateship  Diploma 

Piano  (Teacher)  Anthony  Robins 
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Royal  College  of  Music 

Associateship  Diploma- 
Piano  (Performer) 


Flute  (Performer) 

Trinity  College  of  Music 

Associateship  Diploma — 
Organ  (Teacher) 

Guildhall  School  of  Music 

Licentiateship  Diploma — 
Piano  (Teacher) 


Michael  Campbell 
John  James 
Irvine  Swift 
Neville  Tostevin 
Michael  Campbell 


Anthony  Robins 


Grade  I 


Piano 


II 
III 

IV 

V 
VII 

VIII 

V 


Theory 


VIII       Singing 


Ann  Blades 

- 

lools  of  Music 

Gordon  Bancroft 
Peter  Eddon 
William  Mears 
Marlene  Peters  . . 
John  Ranson 
David  Sarginson 

. .     Merit 
. .     Merit 

Ian  Caulfield 
Alan  Moseley     . . 
Marlene  Peters  . . 
Leslie  Whittle 

. .     Merit 
, .     Merit 

Valerie  Bowen    . . 
Evelyn  Dunn 
Peter  Robinson 
Barbara  Wright  , 

, .     Merit 

, .     Distinction 

, .     Merit 

Marlene  Gooding 
Rita  Jones 
Stella  Lewendon 

Dorothy  Blackshaw 

, .     Merit 

Catherine  Birch 
Peter  Jackson 
Peter  Salt 

, .     Merit 

Keith  Bradley     . . 

.     Merit 

Catherine  Birch 
Dorothy  Blackshaw 
Alan  Dobson 
Bernard  Gifford 
Albert  James 

.     Distinction 

Peter  Salt 

.     Merit 
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Royal  Society  of  Arts 

Bronze  Medal 


Catherine  Hurley,  Intermediate  Typewriting 


Shorthand-Typist's  Certificate 

Henry  Backlog 
Winifred  Crolla 
Peter  Goodey 
Ray  Sprintz 

Intermediate  Shorthand-Typist's  Certificate 

Sheila  Black 
Winifred  Crolla 
Jean  Diamond 
Catherine  Hurley 
Walter  Kinder 
Greta  Lee 
Delma  Robins 
John  Sarfas 
Ronald  Smith 


Advanced  Typewriting 


Peter  Goodey     . . 
Jean  Skittlethorpe 


Second  Class 
Second  Class 


Intermediate  Typewriting 


Catherine  Hurley 
Sheila  Black 
Ronald  Davies 
Jean  Diamond 
Dorothy  Garratt 
Walter  Kinder 
Greta  Lee 
Phyllis  Maw 
Delma  Robins 
John  Sarfas 
Ronald  Smith 


First  Class 
Second  Class 
First  Class 
Second  Class 
First  Class 
First  Class 
First  Class 
First  Class 
First  Class 
First  Class 
First  Class 


Elementary  Typewriting 


Betty  Bricknell   . 
Anthony  Durbin 
Angela  Elcock    . 
Joan  Fraser 
Donald  Griffiths 
Donald  Jackson 
Shirley  James 
Garth  Jenkins    . 
Beryl  Jones 
Rita  Jones 
Daniel  Lambert 
Stella  Lewendon 
Molly  Sivyer 
Kitty  Tilston 
Wendy  Watkin  . 
Peter  Wild 


Credit 
Credit 
Credit 
Credit 
Credit 

Credit 
Credit 
Credit 
Credit 
Credit 
Credit 
Credit 

Credit 
Credit 
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Shorthand  at  1 20  words  per  minute 

Henry  Backlog 

Intermediate  Shorthand — 100  words  per  minute 

Sheila  Black 
Winifred  Crolla 
Catherine  Hurley 
Walter  Kinder 
Greta  Lee 
Delma  Robins 
Ronald  Smith 

80  words  per  minute 

Betty  Bricknell 
Ronald  Davies 
Jean  Diamond 
Dorothy  Garratt 
Shirley  James 
Phyllis  Maw 
Peter  Wild 


College  of  Teachers  of  the  Blind  Pianoforte  Tuner's  Diploma 

Michael  Campbell 
Eric  Conway 
Bernard  Gilford 
Peter  Jackson 
John  James 
Louis  Jones 
Peter  Salt 
Irvine  Swift 


COLLEGE  PRIZES  WERE  AWARDED  AS  FOLLOWS 

"George  Thomas  Rose"  Annual  Memorial  Prize,  awarded  for  Progress  in 
Music:  Michael  Campbell,  John  James,  Neville  Tostevin,  Gordon 
Stephens. 

"Dixson"  Annual  Essay  Prize:  Peter  Salt. 

"Lady  Francis  Campbell"  Annual  Recitation  Prize:  Phyllis  Maw. 

The  "Philip  Lay  ton"  Prize  awarded  for  the  most  industrious  work  through- 
out the  year:  Betty  Bricknell. 

The  "Philip  Lay  ton"  Tuning  Prize  for  excellence  in  Tuning,  Repairing 
and  Construction — Neville  Tostevin. 

The  "H.  J.  Kelley"  Tuning  Prize:  Peter  Jackson. 
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The  "E.  G.  Dowdell"  Prize  for  General  Musicianship:  Irvine  Swift. 

The  Pianoforte  Repertoire  Prizes: 

Class  A  (Seniors) — the  "Richard  Richmond"  Prize — Michael  Campbell. 

Class  B  (Seniors) — Keith  Bradley. 

Class  A  (Juniors) — the  "Mabel  Davis"  Prize — Peter  Robinson. 

The  Organ  Repertoire  Prize:  John  James. 

The  "Guy  Campbell"  Prize  for  Physical  Training:  Eric  Conway,  Derek 
Beauchamp. 

Typewriting  Prize  awarded  for  best  all-round  work  during  the  year:  Henry 
Backlog. 

Knitting  Prize:  Joan  Lambert. 

Junior  Recitation  Prize:  Joan  Lambert. 

Form  I:  David  Tinkler. 

Form  II :  Joan  Lambert. 

Form  III:  the  "Margaret  Mace"  Prize:  Anthony  Staples. 

J.  N.  LANGDON, 

Principal 
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THE  ROYAL  NORMAL  COLLEGE  AND 


Income  and  Expenditure  Account  for  the 


INCOME 


1952 

£    s.    d. 

29,304 

To  Fees '     ... 

..      29,322  13  11 

150 

,,  Grant            

345    9    8 

79 

„  General  Subscriptions 

64    3    4 

114 

,,  General  Donations   . . 

62    5    2 

2,376 

„  Interest  on  Investments 

2,465    2    5 

120 

,,  Repayments  for  Board,  etc. 

83    0    0 

27 

„  Sundry  Receipts 

,,  Receipts  for  Pupils'  Equipment  (including  amounts  now 
received  in  respect  of  previous  year)  less  expenditure 
during  the  year  to  date 


83  15    2 


£32,170 


£32,426    9    8 
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ACADEMY  OF  MUSIC  FOR  THE  BLIND 


Year  ended  31st  March,  1953 


EXPENDITURE 

1952 

11,568  By  Education      .. 

11,822      ,,  Maintenance  . . 

404      ,,  Nursing  and  Medicine 
1,628       ,,  Office  Expenses 

744      ,,  Garden  Outlay 
3,672       ,,  General  Expenses     . . 
2,105       ,,  Provision  for  Depreciation 
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„  Balance,  Excess  of  Income 
to  date 


over  Expenditure  for  the  year 


£  s.  d. 

11,570    5  7 

12,112    5  3 

450    7  8 

1,734  10  3 

723  16  8 

3,592  15  3 

1,673     6  11 

569  2  1 


£32,170 


£32,426    9     8 
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1952 


LIABILITIES 


Sundry  Creditors: 

1,500        Tradesmen's  Accounts,  etc. 

Ministry  of  Education  for  Teachers'  Super- 
1 ,090  annuation 

650        Loan  from  Endowment  Fund 


BALANCE  SHEET 


£  s.  d. 

1,426  8  5 

906  19  2 

683  2  7 


£    s.     d. 


3,016  10    2 


Gardner's  Trust  for  the  Blind: 

Recitals: 

Balance,  1st  April,  1952 

Further  Amount  Received  . . 


214    4    5 
200    0    0 
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414    4    5 
Less  Cost  of  Recitals  during  year  to  date  147  17    6 


Grant  for  Fire  Relief  500    0    0 

Less  Disbursed  in  immediate  grants  to 

pupils,  etc 500    0    0 


Endowment  Funds : 

College  Endowment  Fund: 

Balance,  1st  April,  1952 39,939  16    3 

Add  Legacies  and  Gifts  of  Stocks         . .    4,895    7    7 

Savings  Bank  Interest  year  to  date  53    8    3 

Premium  on  conversion  of  Defence 

Bonds  3  10    0 

Transfer  from  General  Fund         . .       500    0    0 


39,940 
5,078        Alfred  E.  Beddow  Memorial  Fund 


45,392    2     1 
..    5,078     5     6 


266    6  11 


50,470    7    7 


48,472 
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Forward 


53,753     4     8 


AS  AT  31st  MARCH,  1953 


1952 

2,226 

374 

6,808 


650 

41 

287 
432 
492 
612 


37,064 

5,078 

14.154 


ASSETS 


Cash  at  Bank  and  in  Hand : 

College  Endowment  Fund 
Special  Funds 
General  Fund 


Sundry  Debtors: 

College  Endowment  Fund: 
Loan  to  General  Fund 

Special  Funds: 
Income  Tax  Recoverable 

General  Fund: 
Fees 

Income  Tax  Recoverable 
Recoverable  Expenditure 
Sundry 


£    s.  d. 

3,347  13  2 

406    2  1 

8,061   18  2 


683     2     7 

23  12     0 

366  13     4 

395  19  11 

711   18  10 

99     8    4 


Investments  at  Cost  or  Estimated  Transfer  Value : 

College  Endowment  Fund   ..         ..         ..41,361     6  4 

Alfred  E.  Beddow  Memorial  Fund  . .    5,078     5  6 

General  Fund  14,434  19  4 


Note:  In  accordance  with  an  order  made 
by  the  Minister  of  Education  on  4th 
November,  1949,  a  sum  of  £281  3s.  lOd. 
has  been  invested  during  the  year  in 
3  %  Savings  Bonds  which  are  held  by  the 
Official  Trustees  of  Charitable  Funds. 


£    s.     d. 


11,815  13     5 


2,280  15    0 


60,874  11     2 


17,810 

1,000 

200 

5,339 


92,567 


Investments  held  on  behalf  of  Special  Funds  at 
Cost  or  Estimated  Transfer  Value: 

Carnegie  Endowment  Fund 

Hornshaw  Bequest 

C.  A.  Ward  Endowment  Fund 

Other  Funds  . . 


..17,810     0 
..    1,000     0 
..       200    0 
..    5,466  16 

0 
0 
0 

7 

24,476  16    7 

•  • 

Forward 

99,447  16    2 
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LIABILITIES— continued 


1952 

£     s. 

d. 

£    s.     d. 

48,472 

Funds  held  for  Special  Purposes : 

Forward 

53,753     4     8 

17,810 

Carnegie  Endowment  Fund 

..17,810    0 

0 

1,000 

Hornshaw  Bequest 

..    1,000    0 

0 

200 

C.  A.  Ward  Endowment  Fund 

..       200    0 

0 

5,339 

Other  Funds 

..    5,487  13 

11 

1A  AQ1    n    1  1 

Unexpended  Income  Balances  of  Special  Funds : 

Balance,  1st  April,  1952       413  18    4 

Add  Interest  received  during  year  to  date  . .       180  11   11 


594  10    3 
Less  Prizes  and  Grants  awarded    122    7    0 

Grant  to  General  Fund  In- 
come from  Elizabeth  Wills 
Allen  Fund  ..         ..         63     6     6 

185  13     6 

414  408  16    9 

General  Fund : 

Balance,  1st  April,  1952       54,682     1     7 

Add  Interest  on  Savings  Bonds  re-invested        25  16    7 

Excess  of  Income  over  Expenditure  for 
the  year  to  date         569    2     1 


55,277    0    3 
Less  Transfer  to  College  Endowment  Fund       500    0    0 
54,682  54,777    0    3 

£127,917  £133,436  15    7 
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ASSETS — continued 


1952 
92,567 


28,982 


6,368 


Freehold  Estate,  Buildings,  etc. 

Balance,  1st  April,  1952 
Additions  during  year  to  date 


Less  Depreciation 


£  s.  d. 
Forward 

. .  28,981  19  0 

33  2  7 

29,015  1  7 

..    1,319  12  8 


Furniture,  Fixtures,  Appliances  and  Musical 
Instruments : 

Balance,  1st  April,  1952 

Additions  during  year  to  date 


Less  Sale  of  Chairs 
Depreciation 


20  12    6 
353  14     3 


Note:  Part  of  the  above  buildings,  furniture 
and  musical  instruments  were  destroyed 
by  fire  on  5th  March,  1953.  These  assets 
are  the  subject  of  an  insurance  claim,  the 
amount  of  which  has  not  yet  been  agreed. 


6,368     9  0 

299     8  3 

6,667  17  3 

374     6  9 


£    s.     d. 
99,447  16     2 


27,695     8  11 


6,293  10    6 


£127,917 


£133,436  15     7 


We  have  examined  the  above  Balance  Sheet  and  Income  and  Expenditure 
Accounts  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1953,  with  the  Books  and  Vouchers  of  the 
College  and  in  our  opinion  they  are  properly  drawn  up  so  as  to  exhibit  a  true  and 
fair  view  of  the  state  of  the  College  affairs  according  to  the  best  of  our  information 
and  the  explanations  given  to  us  and  as  shown  by  the  Books  of  the  College. 

MIALL,  HARPER  &  CO., 

Chartered  Accountants, 

9  Idol  Lane,  Eastcheap, 
9  th  July,  1953  London,  E.C.3 
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SCHEDULE  OF  INVESTMENTS  HELD  ON  BEHALF  OF  SPECIAL  FUNDS, 

31st  March,  1953 


Cost 
or  Estimated 
Transfer  Value 


Carnegie  Endowment  Fund:  £    s.     d. 

£5,653     7    6    Consolidated  4  %  Stock       4,550    0    0 

£13,965  19     7     War  3£%  Stock,  1952  or  after        13,260    0    0 


(Market  Value,  £16,213    4s.    4d.)  17,810    0    0 


Hornshaw  Bequest: 

£1,000    0    0    War  3£%  Stock,  1952  or  after        1,000    0    0 

(Held  by  the  Official  Trustee  of  Charitable  Funds)  ==^^= 

(Market  Value,  £800  12s.    6d.) 

C.  A.  Ward  Endowment  Fund: 

£259    8    6    Conversion  3£%  Stock,  1961  ..         ..         ..  200    0    0 

(Market  Value,  £205  18s.    4d.)  _== 

Francis  Joseph  Campbell  Memorial  Fund : 

£590    4    2    Conversion  3£%  Stock,  1961  501  12    3 

Elizabeth  Wills  Allen  Fund: 

£3,030    0    0    London  County  Consolidated  2|%  Stock,  1960/70       3,000    0    0 

Elizabeth  Williams  Musical  Scholarship  Fund: 

£1,015    2    6    Commonwealth  of  Australia  4£%  Stock,  1960/62  994  16    5 

George  Thomas  Rose  Memorial  Prize  Fund : 

£382  15    2    British  Transport  3%  Guaranteed  Stock,  1978/88  500    0    0 

Dixson  Prize  Fund: 

£19  12  10    War  3*%  Stock,  1952  or  after        ..         ..         ..  20    0    0 

Lady  Francis  Campbell  Prize  Fund: 

£33  17  10    Conversion  l\%  Stock,  1961  ..         ..  26  17  11 

Philip  Lay  ton  Prize  Fund : 

$500    Montreal  Tramways  Co.  30-year  General  Refund- 
ing Mortgage         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .  100    0    0 

Guy  Campbell  Prize  Fund: 

£50    0    0    2\%  Defence  Bonds  50    0    0 

Dr.  E.  G.  Dowdell  Prize  Fund: 

£157  16  10    3£%  War  Stock,  1952  or  after        140    3    0 

Armitage  Prize  Fund : 

£6    0    0    Eastern  Bengal  Railway  Annuity,  Class  "B"       . .  133  10    0 


(Market  Value,  £4,712  17s.     5d.)  £5,466  16     7 
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SCHEDULE  OF  INVESTMENTS,  31st  March,  1953 

Cost 
or  Estimated 
Transfer  Value 

General  Fund:  £    s.     d. 

£13,000    0    0    3%  Serial  Funding  Stock,  1955 13,351     0    4 

£1,187     8     5     3%  Savings  Bonds,  1965/75  (Held  by  Official 

Trustees  of  Charitable  Funds) 1,083  19     0 


(Market  Value,  £14,064    7s.     4d.)  14,434  19    4 


College  Endowment  Fund : 

£650    0    0  2$%  Defence  Bonds  

£2,300  0  0  3  %  Defence  Bonds  (£667  6s.  8d.  of  which  repre- 
sents the  investment  at  par  of  the  proceeds  of 
sale  of  old  pianofortes) 

£2,000    0    0  Conversion  3£%  Stock,  1961  ..         .. 

£1,650    0    0  War  3%  Stock,  1955/59 

£5,713  15     8  War  3£%  Stock,  1952  or  after        

£2,000    0    0  Birmingham  Corporation  3£%  Stock,  1946  or  after 

£5,679     5  11  British  Transport  3%  Guaranteed  Stock,  1978/88 

£2,250    0    0  Central  Argentine  Railway  Consolidated  Ordinary 

Stock  

£4,003  19  10  3  %  Funding  Stock,  1959/69  

£2,600    0    0  3%  Savings  Bonds,  1960/70  

£624     1     5  British  Electricity  3%  Guaranteed  Stock,  1974/77 

£521  12  11  Commonwealth  of  Australia  3%  Stock,  1955/58  .. 

£1,389    0    0  Brown  Bayleys  Steelworks,  Ltd.,  Ordinary  Shares 

£1,100    0    0  Consolidated  2\%  Stock 

£500    0    0  3  %  Savings  Bonds,  1965/75  

£300    0    0  Commonwealth  of  Australia  3±%  Stock,  1964/74 

£250    0    0  New  Zealand  3i%  Stock,  1962/65 

£500    0    0  Funding  4%  Stock,  1960/90 

£200    0    0  Japanese  4%  Bonds,  1899 

£2,86119    4  2£%  Savings  Bonds,  1964/67  

£600    0    0  British  Electricity  3%  Guaranteed  Stock,  1968/73 

£350    0    0  Commonwealth  of  Australia  3i%  Stock,  1956/61 

£905  17    0  2£%  Funding  Stock,  1956/61  

£753     0    0  Chase  Protected  Cultivation,  Ltd.,  Preference  Shares        564  15     0 


650  0 

0 

2,293  0 

0 

2,106  9 

0 

1,674  19 

0 

5,178  13 

1 

1,975  4 

0 

4,229  1 

10 

815  12 

6 

4,047  9 

6 

2,376  0 

0 

589  11 

2 

524  6 

6 

8,132  12 

6 

651  15 

0 

404  13 

6 

248  12 

6 

223  8 

9 

480  10 

6 

146  10 

0 

2,373  2 

6 

497  14 

6 

327  5 

0 

850  0 

0 

(Market  Value,  £39,653     3s.     5d.)  £41,361     6    4 


Alfred  E.  Beddow  Memorial  Fund: 

£5,134    2     1     War  3£%  Stock,  1952  or  after        £5,078     5     6 

(Market  Value,  £4,110    9s.  lOd.)  == 
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LIST  OF  DONATIONS  AND  SUBSCRIPTIONS 

FOR  THE 

GENERAL  PURPOSES  OF  THE  COLLEGE 

Received  from  the  1st  April,  1952,  to  31st  March,  1953 


Donations 

Subscript] 

ons 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Annscroft  Church 

1 

1 

0 

Anonymous 

5 

5 

0 

Anonymous 

5 

0 

0 

Argyle  Junior  Church,  Bath  (Collection) 

10 

0 

Aston  Charities  Trust,  Ltd. 

4 

4 

0 

Backhouse,  Mrs. 

5 

0 

0 

Ball,  Miss  F.  H 

3 

3 

0 

Batchelor,  Miss  H.  M. 

1 

1 

0 

Beddow,  Miss  E.  A. 

4 

0 

0 

Beer,  Miss  E.  M.  . . 

1 

1 

0 

Brimington  Trinity  Chapel  Sunday  School 

(Collection) 

3 

6 

Brunswick    Methodist    Sunday    School, 

Newton-le-Willows  (Collection)     . . 

10 

0 

Buckhurst  Hill  Methodist  Sunday  School 

(Collection)    . . 

6 

0 

Buckle,  Miss  I.  R. 

10 

0 

Burton,  Messrs.  Montague,  Ltd. 

2 

2 

0 

Campbell,  Miss  E.  L. 

1 

1 

0 

Cardeston  Church  (Collection) 

12 

15 

6 

Charles  Street  Methodist  Sunday  School, 

Newark  (Collection) 

10 

0 

Clucas,  Miss  LB. 

7 

6 

Cockell,  Miss  A.   . . 

1 

0 

0 

1st  Corndon  Ranger  Company 

3 

7 

0 

Cooper,  Miss  Frances 

2 

0 

0 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  Ltd.    . . 

5 

5 

0 

Cox,  E.,  Esq. 

4 

0 

0 

Cox,  Messrs.  G.  T.  &  Sons 

2 

2 

0 

Cropper,  Mrs. 

2 

0 

0 

de  Quiricey,  Mrs.  R.  A.   . . 

1 

0 

0 

Evans,  E.,  Esq. 

2 

2 

0 

Ezra,  Mrs.  M.  H. 

5 

5 

0 

Fairlight    Hall    Junior    Sunday    School 

(Collection) 

6 

0 

Gill,  S.  J.,  Esq 

1 

6 

Henderson,  F.,  Esq. 

5 

0 

0 

Higby,  W.  V.,  Esq.,  M.A 

2 

2 

0 

Home  &  Colonial  Stores,  Ltd. 

1 

1 

0 

Ilford  Sunday  School  (Collection) 

2 

6 

Kinsbourne    Green    Methodist    Sunday 

School,  Harpenden  (Collection)     . . 

8 

0 

Carried  forward 

£50 

1 

6 

£35 

11 

0 
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Brought  forward 

Lewis,  Mrs.  S.  Waller 

Moore,  R.  A.,  Esq. 

Muspratt,  Miss  R.  S. 

Palmer,  C.  N.,  Esq. 

Piaggio,  H.  T.  H.,  Esq. 

Price,  W.  H.,  Esq. 

Proctor,  H.,  Esq.  . . 

Queen  Street  Methodist  Sunday  School 

Horncastle  (Collection) 
Rich,  T.,  Esq. 

Sage,  Miss  H.,  and  Easter,  Miss  F. 
Saltoun,  The  Rt.  Hon.  Lord,  M.C. 
Samuelson,  Lady,  O.B.E. 
Scarth,  Miss  S.  G. 
Sirdal  Methodist  Sunday  School,  Halifax 

(Collection)    . . 
Smith,  Miss  G. 
South,  Miss  M.  F. 
Southern,  Lady  B. 
Spittle,  S.,  Esq. 
Strick,  Miss  E.  R. 
Todd,  R.,  Esq. 
Trinity  Methodist  Sunday  School,  Wol 

verhampton  (Collection) 
Twist,  Miss 
Walker,  Messrs.  W.  B. 
Warner,  Miss  L.  M. 
Waterhouse,  Miss  F.  E. 
West  Reading  Methodist  Sunday  School 

(Collection) 
Whitchurch  Football  League 

Woods,  Miss  S 

Zileri,  Miss  A.  S 


Donations 

Subscriptions 

£     s.     d. 

£ 

s.     d. 

50     1     6 

35 

11     0 

1 

0     0 

.1 

1     0 

1 

0     0 

1 

0     0 

1 

1     0 

5     0 
5     0 

1      1     0 

5     0 

2 

0     0 

9 

1    10 

2     2    0 
8     6 


4     2 


1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

5 

0 

5 

0 

0 

2     2     0 


5 

0 

2 

2 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

10    6 


5     0 
5     0 


£62     5     2 


£64     3     4 
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LEGACIES  RECEIVED 


From  1st  April,  1952,  to  31st  March,  1953 

Armitage,  Miss  A.  S.,  Executors  of  the  late 

And  investments  of  the  total  estimated  transfer  value 

Dunton,  A.  J.,  Esq.,  Trustees  of  the  late 

And  investments  of  the  total  estimated  transfer  value 

Sabine,  E.  G.,  Esq.,  Executors  of  the  late 


£  s.  d. 

800    0  0 

3,080  17  6 

161     2  3 

718  11  0 

87  15  3 


INFORMATION  FOR  INTENDING  CONTRIBUTORS 

The  Governors  wish  to  direct  the  attention  of  Annual  Subscribers  to 
the  fact  that,  by  agreeing  to  pay  their  subscriptions  for  seven  years  certain, 
they  would  enable  the  College  to  recover  income  tax  on  their  subscriptions, 

the  value  of  which  would  thus  be  augmented  without  extra  cost  to  the 
donors.     Examples  are  shown  below: 

Income  Tax  recoverable  Total  amount  received 


Amount  subscribed 

at  9/-  in  the  £ 

by  College 

£     s.     d. 

£     s.     d. 

£     s.     d. 

10     0 

8     2 

18     2 

1     0    0 

16     4 

1   16     4 

2     0     0 

1   12     9 

3  12     9 

5     0     0 

4     1   10 

9     1   10 

Subscribers  desiring  to  benefit  the  College  in  this  way  are  requested 
to  complete  and  return  the  form  of  agreement  printed  on  the  next  page. 
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FORM  OF  BEQUEST 


I  bequeath  to  the  ROYAL  NORMAL  COLLEGE  AND 
ACADEMY  OF  MUSIC  FOR  THE  BLIND,  for  the  general 
purpose  of  that  Institution,  the  sum  of 


free  of  legacy  duty,  and  the  receipt  of  the  Treasurer  or  one  of  the 
Treasurers  for  the  time  being  of  that  Institution,  shall  be  a  good 
discharge  for  such  legacy. 


N.B. — Any  property  may  now  be  given  by  Will  for  charitable  purposes. 

The  Will  or  Codicil  must  be  signed  by. the  Testator  in  the  presence  of 
two  witnesses,  who  must  subscribe  their  names  in  his  presence  and  in  the 
presence  of  each  other. 
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&opl  formal  College 
for  tlje  Pltnb 


ROWTON    CASTLE, 

Near  SHREWSBURY, 

SHROPSHIRE. 


EIGHTY-FIRST 

Annual  Report 


1953-54 


c\ 


WALKER,    PRINTER,    SHREWSBURY 
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jflutftta  Uttx  in  Htmbvi& 


ifropal  formal  Colltge 

anb 

^tatiemp  of  jWit£tc  for  t\)t  Mint 

FOUNDED  1st  MARCH,  1872 

BY 

Dr.  Thomas  Rhodes  Armitage  and  Sir  Francis  Joseph  Campbell 

Registered  in  accordance  with  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948 
Certified  by  the  Ministry  of  Education 

Patron  : 
HER  MAJESTY  THE  QUEEN. 

Annual   i&eport 

1953  —  1954 

ROWTON  CASTLE,  near  SHREWSBURY,  SHROPSHIRE. 

Telephone  No.  :  "Halfway  House  202." 


NOTICE 

Particulars  of  the  rules  and  terms  for  the  admission  of  pupils,  the 
general  organisation  and  courses  of  instruction,  etc.,  will  be  furnished  on 
application. 


All  communications  should  be  addressed  to  the  Principal  and  Secretary 
J.  N.  LANGDON,  B.Sc,  Ph.D. 
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THE  ROYAL  NORMAL  COLLEGE 
FOR  THE  BLIND 


<s> 


Since  the  foundation  of  the  College  in  1872,  students  have 
been  received  from  all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  the 
Commonwealth.  The  College  is  undenominational  in  character. 
Its  object  is  to  train  the  blind  to  earn  their  own  living  and  to 
render  them  independent  and  self-reliant  citizens.  This  is  an 
object  which  the  College  has  succeeded  and  continually  succeeds 
in  accomplishing,  and  there  are  now  many  hundreds  of  former 
pupils  living  full  and  useful  lives  independent  of  public  or 
charitable  aid.  Most  of  these  are  filling  their  places  in  the  world 
as  organists  and  teachers  of  music,  pianoforte  tuners,  clergymen, 
solicitors,  school  teachers  and  shorthand-typists.  The  College 
thus  makes  a  definite  contribution  to  national  economy  in 
effecting  the  complete  rehabilitation  of  many  disabled  persons. 

The  present  organisation  of  the  College  comprises  a  School 
Department  in  which  boys  and  girls  between  the  ages  of  twelve 
and  sixteen  years  receive  a  sound  general  education,  and  depart- 
ments for  the  training  of  older  students  as  musicians,  piano 
tuners  and  shorthand-typists.  The  School  Department  is 
officially  designated  as  a  Selective  School  for  children  chosen 
between  the  ages  of  twelve  and  thirteen  years  by  reason  of 
ability  and  promise  of  eventual  suitability  for  admission  to  one 
of  the  College  Training  Departments. 

Voluntary  effort  was  responsible  for  the  foundation  of  the 
College  and  has  continued  to  play  an  important  part  in  its  life. 
The  College  has  used  its  own  funds  freely  for  the  welfare  of 
blind  persons,  and  the  replenishment  of  these  funds  is  necessary 
to  enable  it  to  continue  to  help  its  students  in  ways  additional 
to  those  provided  by  Public  Authorities. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  COLLEGE 

PRESIDENT 

The  Right  Hon.  LORD  HOWARD  de  WALDEN  AND  SEAFORD 

VICE-PRESIDENTS 

His  Grace  The  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 

His  Grace  The  Lord  Archbishop  of  York 

The  Right  Hon.  The  Lord  Mayor  of  London  (ex-officio) 

The  Master  of  the  Worshipful  Company  of  Clothworkers  (ex-officio) 

The  Master  of  the  Worshipful  Company  of  Musicians  (ex-officio) 

Colonel  The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Strathcona  and  Mount  Royal 

Sir  John  M.  Stirling  Maxwell,  Bart. 

TRUSTEES 

Colonel  The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Strathcona  and  Mount  Royal 

H.  H.  Hardy,  Esq.,  C.B.E.,  M.B.E.,  M.A. 

Hubert  A.  Robertson,  Esq. 

BOARD  OF  GOVERNORS 

*H.  H.  Hardy,  Esq.,  C.B.E.,  M.B.E.,  M.A.  (Chairman) 

*  HUBERT  A.  ROBERTSON,  Esq. 

*Major  The  Right  Hon.  LORD  SALTOUN,  M.C. 

*R.  W.  HOLLAND,  Esq.,  O.B.E.,  M.A.,  M.Sc,  LL.D. 

( Vice-  Chairmen) 

.  The  Right  Hon.  LORD  AMULREE,  M.D. 

*N.  P.  BIRLEY,  Esq.,  D.S.O.,  M.C,  M.A. 

Sir  ADRIAN  BOULT,  M.A.,  D.Mus. 

Captain  E.  H.  T.  BROADWOOD,  M.C. 

DAVID  BUCHAN,  Esq. 

Sir  JOHN  J.  CONYBEARE,  K.B.E.,  M.C,  D.M.,  F.R.C.P. 

E.  H.  DOWDELL,  Esq.,  M.A. 

*W.  GUY  FOSSICK,  Esq.,  M.A. 

*W.  V.  HIGBY,  Esq.,  M.A. 

Major  N.  C  M.  MACMAHON,  O.B.E. 

*C  W.  MITFORD,  Esq.,  M.A. 

The  Most  Hon.  THE  MARQUESS  OF  NORMANBY,  M.B.E. 

G.  THALBEN-BALL,  Esq.,  D.Mus.,  F.R.C.O.,  F.R.C.M. 

HON.  TREASURER 

*  Major  The  Right  Hon.  LORD  SALTOUN,  M.C. 

*  Members  of  the  Finance  and  House  Committee 
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GENERAL  COUNCIL 

The  President 
The  Vice-Presidents 
The  Hon.  Treasurer 

The  Members  of  the  Board  of  Governors 
E.  Cox,  Esq.  T.  C.  Nicholson,  Esq. 

Mrs.  M.  Ezra  The  Rev.  H.  S.  Sard,  M.A. 

Frank  Henderson,  Esq. 

OFFICERS  AND  STAFF 

Hon.  Ophthalmic  Surgeon 
Ian  C.  Fraser,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S. 

Hon.  Aurists 

W.  M.  Mollison,  Esq.,  C.B.E.,  F.R.C.S. 
S.  W.  G.  Hargrove,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S. 

Medical  Officer 

H.  D.  Gemmell,  Esq.,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Dental  Surgeon 

R.  E.  Lloyd  Jones,  Esq.,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S.,  Eng. 

Solicitors 

Messrs.  Shaen,  Roscoe  &  Co. 

Auditors 

Messrs.  Miall,  Harper  &  Co. 

Architect 
A.  E.  Williams,  Esq.,  L.R.I.B.A. 

Consulting  Architects 

Messrs.  Taylor  &  Young,  Manchester 

Bankers 
Barclays  Bank,  Ltd..  Westow  Hill,  Upper  Norwood,  S.E.I 9 


MUSIC  DEPARTMENT 

*J.  Eric  Hunt,  F.R.C.O.  (Ch.M.),  A.C.D.C.M.,  Director  of  Music 

Miss  A.  M.  Laverack 
*A.  G.  Whitton,  L.R.A.M. 

T.  M.  Wynne,  M.A.,  B.Mus. 


SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT 

W.  J.  Merridan,  A.C.P.,  F.S.D.S. 
D.  P.  Jones,  B.A. 
*Miss  B.  C.  Graham,  B.A. 
Miss  N.  M.  Thomas,  B.Sc. 


PIANOFORTE  TUNING  DEPARTMENT 

Examiner:  Captain  E.  H.  T.  Broadwood,  M.C. 
Teachers:    *A.  G.  Whitton,  L.R.A.M. 
W.  A.  Adams 


TYPEWRITING  DEPARTMENT 

Miss  Margaret  Penny 

I.  M.  Doull 

Miss  D.  M.  Hunter 
*Miss  J.  A.  Squires 
*Miss  K.  Jones 


OFFICE  STAFF 

A.  Lidster,  M.A.,  A.C.I.S. — Bursar 
Miss  D.  M.  Harvey 
Miss  R.  A.  Loder 

*Blind  and  partially  sighted  Members  of  the  Staff 
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DOMESTIC  SUPERVISORY  STAFF 

Mrs.  J.  N.  Langdon — Lady  Superintendent 
Miss  D.  W.  Phillips 
Nurse  M.  E.  Thomas 
Miss  E.  E.  List 
Miss  W.  Webb-Jones 


PRINCIPAL  AND  SECRETARY 

J.  N.  Langdon,  B.Sc,  Ph.D. 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  GOVERNORS 

For  the  Year  ended  March  31st,  1954 

THE  GOVERNORS  have  the  honour  to  announce  that  Her 
Majesty  The  Queen  has  most  graciously  consented  to  become 
Patron  of  the  College,  thus  continuing  through  successive 
reigns  the  Royal  Patronage  first  granted  by  Queen  Victoria. 
They  present  their  humble  duty  and  join  with  all  Her  Majesty's 
loyal  subjects  in  thanksgiving  for  her  safe  return  and  that  of  the 
Duke  of  Edinburgh  from  their  tour  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  Governors  are  happy  to  announce  that  Mr.  David  Buchan, 
well  known  as  a  pianist  and  broadcaster,  has  accepted  a  seat  on 
the  Board. 

It  was  with  much  sorrow  that  the  Board  received  the  news  of 
the  death  of  the  Reverend  Canon  G.  F.  Whittleton,  who  had 
entered  the  College  in  1897  and  left  in  1902  to  go  up  to  Oxford, 
where  he  graduated  in  Arts.  He  had  been  associated  for  38  years 
as  curate  and  vicar  with  his  parish  in  Thornton  Heath,  becoming 
first  Vicar  of  the  newly  built  Church  of  St.  Jude  in  1924.  In  1946 
he  was  appointed  Honorary  Canon  of  Canterbury,  and  in  the  same 
year  was  elected  to  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  College,  where 
he  was  held  in  affectionate  regard  and  where  his  qualities  of  charac- 
ter and  helpfully  realistic  approach  to  all  problems  were  much 
appreciated.  The  Governors  offer  their  sincere  sympathy  to  the 
daughter  of  their  late  colleague. 

The  Governors  offer  their  warmest  congratulations  to  Mr. 
A.  E.  Wilson,  Blind  Persons  (Employment)  Officer  at  the  Ministry 
of  Labour,  and  a  former  student  of  the  College,  on  the  award  of 
the  M.B.E.  They  note  with  pleasure  that  another  former  student, 
Mr.  David  Gow,  has  had  a  symphony  performed  at  a  concert  by 
the  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  New  Music,  which  is  supported 
by  the  Arts  Council  of  Great  Britain.  They  are  especially  happy 
to  record  the  success  of  Mr.  John  James,  a  student  who  left  the 
College  during  the  year  under  review  and  who  was  awarded  the 
Dr.  Read  Prize  for  the  highest  aggregate  marks  at  a  recent  exami- 
nation for  Fellowship  of  the  Royal  College  of  Organists.  In 
addition  to  this,  Mr.  James  was  awarded  the  Limpus  Prize  for  tests 
at  the  organ  and  shared  the  Harding  Prize  for  paperwork. 

While  there  is  a  special  pleasure  in  recognising  outstanding 
personal  success,  it  is  equally  gratifying  in  its  own  way  to  record 
evidence  of  the  success  of  an  organisation  as  a  whole,  and  the 
Governors  think  that  all  readers  of  this  Report  will  share  their 
pleasure  in  reading  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  which  a 
well  known  firm  of  manufacturers  wrote  about  one  of  the  pupils 
who  left  during  the  past  year : 


"We  saw  Miss  X  with  her  father  yesterday  and,  in  view  of  your 
testimonial  and  our  experience  of  another  of  your  pupils,  Mr.  Y, 
we  decided  that  there  would  be  no  need  to  give  her  a  typing  test, 
as  is  our  custom,  but  to  accept  her  ability." 

As  the  best  and  quickest  way  to  meet  the  situation  created  by 
the  destructive  fire  in  March  last  year,  the  Governors  resolved, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Education,  that  the  College 
should  buy  Albrighton  Hall,  which  they  propose  to  adapt  and  use 
for  the  residence  and  training  of  the  older  boys  and  young  men. 
Albrighton  Hall  is  situated  about  three  miles  to  the  north  of 
Shrewsbury  and  is  thus  near  enough  to  Rowton  Castle  to  permit 
of  an  effective  common  administration  and  some  measure  of 
social  life  jointly.  It  is  a  large  mansion  partly  dating  from  the 
mid-seventeenth  century,  having  about  the  same  accommodation 
as  Rowton  Castle,  but  more  conveniently  planned,  mainly  on  two 
floors.  It  contains  a  fine  Jacobean  staircase  and  a  panelled  hall 
which,  as  assembly  hall,  ballroom  and  concert  hall,  should  com- 
pletely meet  the  needs  of  the  residents.  The  grounds  are  beautiful 
and  cover  an  area  of  about  fourteen  acres.  A  range  of  stables 
surmounted  by  a  picturesque  cupola  and  clock  is  being  converted 
into  classrooms  and  practice  rooms  for  Music,  Piano  Tuning  and 
Shorthand-Typewriting,  and  the  north  wing  of  the  Hall  is  being 
extended  to  provide  a  medical  block  and  additional  dormitories. 
It  is  yet  too  early  to  give  a  definite  date  for  the  occupation  of  the 
new  premises,  but  the  work  is  making  good  progress  as  this 
Report  goes  to  press. 

While  work  is  in  hand  at  Albrighton  Hall,  plans  are  being 
prepared  for  new  buildings  at  Rowton  Castle,  which,  with  interior 
alterations  to  some  of  the  existing  buildings,  are  designed  to  pro- 
vide improved  accommodation  for  the  residence  and  activities  in 
and  out  of  school  of  the  boys  and  girls  under  sixteen  and  the  young 
women  over  that  age.  The  details  of  this  programme  await  final 
approval,  but  it  seems  that  the  cost  will  be  comparable  with  that 
of  the  building  at  Albrighton  Hall,  and  that  the  two  schemes  will 
together  cost  more  than  £100,000,  the  greater  part  of  which,  after 
due  allowance  for  official  aid,  will  have  to  be  raised  independently 
by  the  College.  The  completion  of  this  programme  is  necessary 
if  the  College  is  to  be  housed  in  a  manner  appropriate  to  the 
national  service  which  it  provides.  The  Governors  therefore  beg 
all  those  who  are  interested  in  the  College  to  make  it  known  as 
widely  as  possible  that  this  useful  charity  is  still  in  need  of  financial 
support,  and  they  particularly  request  that  this  fact  be  brought  to 
the  attention  of  those  in  a  position  to  advise  as  to  worthy  objects 
of  bequest. 
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Apart  from  temporary  vacancies  there  have  been  130  pupils 
on  the  registers  throughout  the  year.  Of  these,  thirty-seven  boys 
over  sixteen  years  of  age  have  remained  in  the  hospitable  care  of 
Henshaw's  Institution  for  the  Blind,  where  they  were  so  kindly 
accommodated  after  the  fire  last  year.  There  they  are  continuing 
their  studies  under  seconded  members  of  our  own  teaching  staff. 
The  Governors  gratefully  record  their  continued  appreciation  of 
all  that  the  Authorities  and  Staff  at  Henshaw's  have  done  and 
are  doing  to  help  the  College. 

Twenty-eight  young  men  and  women  have  completed  their 
training  since  the  publication  of  the  last  Report.  Three  of  these 
are  continuing  their  musical  studies;  one  at  the  Royal  College  of 
Music,  one  at  the  Royal  Academy  of  Music  and  one  at  the 
Birmingham  School  of  Music.  Many  found  employment  with 
little  or  no  difficulty,  and  it  is  noteworthy  that  several  placed  them- 
selves in  suitable  posts  without  official  aid  or  with  no  more  than 
is  commonly  invoked  by  sighted  people  in  similar  circumstances. 
Others  were  less  fortunate,  and  their  experience  causes  the  Gover- 
nors to  repeat  the  advice  that  the  College  is  an  establishment  for 
education  and  training  and  has  no  official  responsibility  for  place- 
ment, although  it  naturally  takes  a  keen  interest  in  the  problem 
and  is  often  able  to  help  through  its  own  influential  contacts. 
Local  Authorities  are  therefore  begged  to  bear  in  mind  their  own 
eventual  responsibilities  in  recommending  students  for  training. 
The  Governors  again  offer  their  congratulations  and  thanks  to 
the  Placement  Officers  of  the  Royal  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  other  Voluntary  Agencies  for  the  Blind,  the  Ministry  of 
Labour  and  Local  Authorities,  who  have  shown  their  customary 
efficiency  and  understanding  in  dealing  with  many  individual 
problems. 

The  Governors  are  happy  to  report  another  year  of  close  co- 
operation with  other  Agencies  for  the  Blind.  In  particular  they 
gratefully  acknowledge  the  many  services  of  the  Royal  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind  and  especially  the  handsome  grant  recorded 
in  the  accompanying  Accounts.  To  Gardner's  Trust  for  the  Blind 
the  College  is  again  indebted  for  the  renewal  of  the  grant  for 
"Gardner"  Recitals  of  Music  and  for  enabling  the  students  tem- 
porarily resident  at  Henshaw's  to  enjoy  the  musical  opportunities 
of  Manchester.  The  Board  also  wish  to  record  their  grateful 
thanks  to  the  John  Compton  Organ  Company,  Ltd.,  and  to 
European  Office  Equipments,  Ltd.,  for  many  services  in  their 
respective  fields;  to  the  American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  for 
continuing  to  supply  free  copies  of  the  Braille  Readers'  Digest; 
to  Mr.  P.  W.  Powell  for  the  use  of  the  football  pitch;  to  the  Manage- 
ments of  the  Granada  and  Empire  Cinemas  for  free  entertainment 
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much  appreciated  by  the  pupils;  to  Miss  E.  Smith  and  to  Miss 
N.  Hogg  for  the  gift  of  violins,  and  to  Mr.  S.  R.  Wright  for  the 
gift  of  a  piano.  They  again  express  their  appreciation  of  the  lectures 
given  by  Mr.  Barham  Johnson,  Mus.  Baa,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Shropshire  Education  Committee,  and  of  the  devoted  services 
of  the  College  Medical  Officers  and  Consultants.  In  this  last 
connection  they  wish  to  record  their  especial  gratitude  to  Dr. 
W.  E.  Gemmell,  who  retired  from  practice  last  year,  thus  termi- 
nating his  official  connection  with  the  College  to  which  he  had 
given  outstanding  service  since  it  occupied  Rowton  Castle  in  1941. 
Dr.  Gemmell  soon  made  himself  the  friend  as  well  as  the  trusted 
doctor  of  pupils  and  staff  alike.  Even  when  burdened  with  the 
single-handed  responsibilities  of  a  country  practice  in  all  the 
difficulties  of  war-time,  Dr.  GemmeH's  interest  in  the  College 
always  exceeded  his  purely  professional  duties,  and  he  will  always 
be  remembered  with  affectionate  respect  by  those  who  had  the 
privilege  of  knowing  him  and  who  now  wish-  him  every  happiness 
in  his  retirement. 

Finally,  the  Governors  gratefully  acknowledge  the  subscrip- 
tions, donations  and  legacies  received  during  the  year,  together 
with  many  individual  services  and  acts  of  kindness,  sometimes 
anonymous  and  too  various  to  be  recorded  in  detail,  but  repre- 
senting in  the  aggregate  a  body  of  goodwill  which  contributes 
greatly  to  the  well-being  of  the  College. 

It  has  been  for  the  Principal  and  Mrs.  Langdon  inevitably  a 
year  of  especial  intensity  with  all  the  planning  of  the  new  building 
to  occupy  them  in  addition  to  the  extra  work  involved  in  certain 
emergency  conditions  resulting  from  the  fire  of  March,  1953. 
That  they  have  been  equal  to  the  task  goes  without  saying,  but 
not  (we  must  add)  without  the  especial  appreciation  and  thanks 
of  the  Governors. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Governors, 

H.  H.  HARDY, 

Chairman. 
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PRINCIPAL'S  REPORT 


AFTER  the  unwelcome  excitement  of  the  fire  which  occurred 
towards  the  end  of  the  period  covered  by  the  last  Repoit, 
it  is  satisfactory  to  record  that  the  outstanding  events  of 
the  year  now  under  review  have  all  been  very  pleasant  occasions. 

A  choral  Accession  Service  was  held  in  the  College  Hall  on 
Sunday,  May  31st.  On  Coronation  Day  the  College  spent  most 
of  the  morning  listening  to  broadcasts  of  the  ceremony  and 
celebrations.  After  lunch  Staff  and  pupils  travelled  in  special 
coaches  to  the  Wrekin,  where  nearly  all  reached  the  summit  and 
all  enjoyed  themselves  immensely.  Although  the  weather  was 
unfavourable,  the  party  was  fortunate  in  having  no  rain  while  on 
the  hill.  On  returning  to  Rowton  a  special  tea  was  served  and  the 
day  ended  with  a  dance  and  games  in  the  Hall.  On  June  11th 
the  College  saw  the  film  "A  Queen  is  Crowned,"  by  kind  invitation 
of  the  owners  of  the  Granada  Cinema,  Shrewsbury.  This  was  a 
privilege  which  the  pupils  much  appreciated  and  enjoyed,  as  they 
did  that  of  seeing  the  film  "The  Conquest  of  Everest"  at  a  later 
date. 

Sports  Day,  on  July  1st,  was  held  in  fine  weather.  The  absence 
in  Manchester  of  most  of  the  older  boys  was  naturally  felt,  but 
the  Junior  boys  and  all  the  girls  combined  to  put  up  a  good  show 
in  which  David  Ewens,  although  a  Junior,  broke  the  senior  record 
for  throwing  the  discus  with  a  throw  of  96  feet  2  inches.  He  also 
broke  the  record  for  the  running  long  jump  with  a  jump  of 
17  feet  9  inches.  The  Sports  Cup  was  won  by  Campbell  House, 
while  the  Armitage  Cup,  awarded  on  the  results  of  House  Com- 
petitions throughout  the  year,  went  to  the  House  of  the  same 
name.  The  sports  were  organised  as  usual  by  a  committee  of  boys 
and  girls,  as  was  the  customary  concert  with  which  the  day  ended. 

Home  and  away  matches  against  Worcester  College  for  the 
Blind  were  very  enjoyable  occasions. 

A  large  number  of  parents  of  pupils  and  friends  of  the  College 
assembled  for  Speech  Day  on  July  17th,  when  the  weather  was 
unexpectedly  fine  for  all  essential  parts  of  the  programme.  The 
Principal  Guest  and  Speaker  was  Mr.  J.  S.  Ross,  C.B.E.,  until 
recently  Principal  of  Westminster  Training  College  and  a  Vice- 
President  of  the  College  of  Teachers  of  the  Blind.  Mr.  Ross 
prefaced  a  memorable  address  with  reference  to  the  long  history 
of  the  College,  mentioning  the  names  of  some  of  its  distinguished 
former  pupils,  among  whom  was  the  late  Dr.  Dowdell  whom  he 
had  known  personally,  and  he  went  on  to  speak  about  truth, 
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beauty  and  goodness  in  a  way  which  combined  profundity  of 
thought  which  such  simplicity  of  expression  as  to  engage  the 
attention  of  his  youngest  hearers.  The  occasion  was  all  the  happier 
for  being  the  first  reunion  of  the  whole  College  since  the  fire  earlier 
in  the  year,  as  all  the  students  temporarily  accommodated  at 
Henshaw's  Institution  were  brought  by  special  transport  for  the 
day. 

Another  reunion  took  place  at  the  end  of  the  Christmas  Term 
when  special  arrangements  were  again  made  to  enable  the  boys 
in  Manchester  to  attend  the  traditional  party  in  the  College  Hall. 
In  addition  to  these  two  major  reunions  there  has  been  constant 
contact  between  individuals  and  special  groups.  An  especially 
notable  instance  was  when  the  play  "Journey's  End,"  which  our 
boys  had  successfully  produced  at  Henshaw's,  was  subsequently 
presented  in  the  Hall  at  Rowton.  The  cost  of  conveying  personnel 
and  properties,  and  of  lodging  the  former  in  Shrewsbury,  was 
borne  by  the  branch  of  the  College  Dramatic  Society  which  our 
boys  had  started  at  Henshaw's  with  the  encouragement  and  help 
of  their  hosts.  We  were  much  impressed  by  the  fact  that  the  pro- 
duction at  Manchester  had  been  so  successful  that  they  were  able 
to  bear  this  considerable  cost,  and  not  a  little  touched  that  they 
desired  to  do  so. 

The  general  education  of  the  students  in  training  as  well  as  of 
the  children  in  the  School  Department  has  proceeded  along 
customary  lines.  To  this  an  important  contribution  has  been  made 
by  the  various  activities  organised  by  the  pupils  themselves. 
Among  these,  special  mention  must  be  made  of  the  Literary  and 
Debating  Societies,  both  Senior  and  Junior.  The  Senior  Society, 
in  spite  of  greatly  reduced  membership  through  absence  of  most 
of  the  boys,  carried  out  a  full  programme  which  included  a  visit 
to  the  Nesscliffe  Young  Farmers'  Club.  The  Junior  Society  has 
continued  under  the  Presidency  of  Mr.  Jones  to  give  much  enter- 
tainment to  the  School  Department  as  a  whole,  as  well  as  useful 
experience  to  its  members.  The  Senior  Dramatic  Society  presented 
the  plays  "A  Village  Wooing"  by  George  Bernard  Shaw,  and 
"The  Jilted  Pair"  by  Florence  Ains worth,  while  the  Junior 
Dramatic  Society  presented  "A  Song  in  the  Wind"  by  P.  B.  Parry, 
"The  Crimson  Cocoanut"  by  Ian  Hay,  and  "Queer  Street"  by 
Donald  Kelly. 

The  Chess  Club  has  felt  the  absence  of  many  senior  members, 
but  has  kept  going  and,  although  decisively  defeated,  enjoyed  its 
matches  against  the  Priory  Boys'  School.  Under  the  leadership  of 
Mr.  Merridan  and  Miss  Hunter  the  Scouts  and  Guides  have  been 
following  their  customary  activities,  and  there  has  been  a  most 
gratifying  increase  in  Guide  membership. 
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In  spite  of  the  absence  in  Manchester  of  many  of  the  advanced 
students,  Music  has  maintained  its  important  place  in  the  social 
life  of  the  College  as  well  as  in  its  curriculum.  "Gardner"  Recitals, 
made  possible  through  the  generosity  of  Gardner's  Trust  for  the 
Blind,  were  as  follows:  An  oboe  recital  by  Hilda  Hunter,  accom- 
panied at  the  piano  by  Philip  Cranmer;  a  recital  on  two  pianos 
by  York  Bowen  and  Harry  Isaacs,  and  a  piano  recital  by  David 
Buchan;  song  recitals  by  Margaret  Ritchie  and  Ena  Mitchell;  an 
organ  recital  by  David  Willcocks,  and  a  concert  of  music  on  old 
instruments  by  the  Dolmetsch  Quartet.  In  addition,  parties  of 
pupils  attended  concerts  in  Shrewsbury  by  the  Halle  Orchestra 
and  by  the  Shrewsbury  Orchestral  Society,  and  some  senior 
students  attended  a  series  of  recitals  by  the  New  London  Quartet 
at  Attingham  Park.  Mr.  Barham  Johnson's  lectures  on  music 
have  continued  to  be  much  enjoyed  by  all  those  fortunate  enough 
to  have  time-tables  which  permitted  them  to  attend.  Mention 
should  also  be  made  of  a  delightful  carol  concert  given  by  the 
Choral  Society  and  of  a  song  recital  by  a  former  pupil,  Audrey 
Townshend,  who  was  accompanied  at  the  piano  by  Neville 
Tostevin,  also  a  former  pupil. 

Throughout  the  year  numbers  of  old  boys  and  girls  have 
visited  the  College  and  many  have  enjoyed  its  hospitality.  Among 
many  interested  visitors  were  parties  of  students  from  Wednesbury 
Commercial  Training  College  and  Didsbury  Training  College. 
Mr.  V.  Licina  from  Yugoslavia  and  Mr.  J.  P.  Knox  from  Trinidad 
received  a  warm  welcome. 

In  conclusion,  the  Principal  wishes  to  record  his  appreciation 
of  the  work  of  his  colleagues  on  the  Staff  and  especially  of  the  way 
in  which  the  Staff  and  students  temporarily  accommodated  in 
Manchester  have  made  effective  use  of  improvised  conditions,  and 
he  wishes  to  express  his  thanks  to  the  Authorities  and  Staff  of 
Henshaw's  Institution  for  the  Blind  for  the  help  which  they  have 
given  throughout  the  past  year. 

The  following  examination  successes  have  been  notified  since 
publication  of  the  last  Report  :— 

SUCCESSES 

Royal  College  of  Organists 

Fellowship —  John  James 

(who  was  awarded  the  Limpus  Prize  for  tests  at  the  organ,  shared 
with  another  candidate  the  Harding  Prize  for  paperwork,  and  was 
awarded  the  Dr.  Read  Prize  for  the  highest  aggregate  marks  of  the 
examination). 
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Associated  Board  of  the  Royal  Schools  of  Music 

Grade  I  Piano 


»       II 


„       III 


IV 


VI 
VII 


Sheila  Cox 

.     Merit 

Mary  Henderson 

Merit 

Hilda  Newell 

.     Merit 

Maureen  Churchman    . 

.     Merit 

Enid  Dickson 

Patricia  Dodds 

John  Ranson 

Ian  Caulfield 

Joan  Jubb 

Anthony  Mason 

Derek  Matthews 

Alan  Moseley 

Marlene  Peters 

Leslie  Whittle     . . 

.     Distinction 

Valerie  Bowen    . . 

.     Merit 

Peter  Robinson 

.     Distinction 

Barbara  Wright 

.     Merit 

Marlene  Gooding 

.     Distinction 

Rita  Jones 

Peggy  Brown 

Dorothy  Blackshaw 

.     Merit 

Albert  James 

.     Merit 

V  Theory  Peggy  Brown 

VII        Singing  Catherine  Birch 


Royal  Society  of  Arts 

Shorthand-Typist's  Certificate- 


Catherine  Hurley 
Delma  Robins 


Intermediate  Shorthand-Typist's  Certificate — 

Betty  Bricknell 
Angela  Elcock 
Dorothy  Garratt 
Shirley  James 
Garth  Jenkins 
Daniel  Lambert 
Stella  Lewendon 
Phyllis  Maw 
Kitty  Tilston 
Peter  Wild 
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Advanced  Typewriting 


Sheila  Black 

.     Second  Class 

Betty  Bricknell  . . 

.     Second  Class 

Angela  Elcock    . . 

.     First  Class 

Dorothy  Garratt 

.     First  Class 

Catherine  Hurley 

.     First  Class 

Shirley  James     . . 

.     First  Class 

Daniel  Lambert 

.     First  Class 

Stella  Lewendon 

.     First  Class 

Phyllis  Maw 

.     First  Class 

Delma  Robins    . . 

.     First  Class 

John  Sarfas 

.     First  Class 

Peter  Wild 

.     Second  Class 

Intermediate  Typewriting — 

Stanley  Bell 

.     Second  Class 

Betty  Bricknell   . . 

.     First  Class 

Anthony  Durbin 

.     Second  Class 

Angela  Elcock    . . 

.     First  Class 

Donald  Griffiths 

.     First  Class 

Donald  Jackson 

.     First  Class 

Shirley  James 

.     First  Class 

Garth  Jenkins    . . 

.     First  Class 

Beryl  Jones 

.     First  Class 

Rita  Jones 

.     First  Class 

Daniel  Lambert 

.     Second  Class 

Stella  Lewendon 

.     First  Class 

Thomas  Poole    . . 

.     First  Class 

Victor  Pottinger 

.     First  Class 

Kitty  Tilston      . . 

.     Second  Class 

Wendy  Watkin  . . 

.     First  Class 

Peter  Wild 

.     Second  Class 

Elementary  Typewriting — 

Peter  Cash 

Sylvia  Farman   . . 

.     Credit 

Hazel  Gilbert 

Patricia  How 

Nellie  Layton     . . 

.     Credit 

Sheila  Mcintosh 

.     Credit 

Nadia  Vadamootoo 

.     Credit 

Barbara  Welford 

.     Credit 

Intermediate  Shorthand — 100  words  per  minute — 

Betty  Bricknell 

Angela  Elcock 

Dorothy  Garratt 

Shirley  James 

Daniel  Lambert 

Stella  Lewendon 

Phyllis  Maw 

John  Sarfas 

Peter  Wild 
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Intermediate  Shorthand — 80  words  per  minute — 

Angela  Elcock 
Sylvia  Farman 
Joan  Fraser 
Hazel  Gilbert 
Donald  Griffiths 
Patricia  How 
Nellie  Layton 
Stella  Lewendon 
Janet  Price 
Kitty  Tilston 

College  of  Teachers  of  the  Blind  Pianoforte  Tuner's  Diploma 

Keith  Bradley 
Bruce  Pountney 
John  Richardson 
Brian  Rowe 
Sidney  Wilson 


COLLEGE  PRIZES  WERE  AWARDED  AS  FOLLOWS 

The  "George  Thomas  Rose"  Annual  Memorial  Prize,  av/arded  for  Progress 
in  Music:  Michael  Campbell,  Anthony  Robins,  Peter  Salt,  Irvine  Swift. 

The  "Dixson"  Annual  Essay  Prize:  Irvine  Swift. 

The  "Lady  Francis  Campbell"  Annual  Recitation  Prize:  Catherine  Birch, 
Phyllis  Maw. 

The  "Philip  Layton"  Prize,  awarded  for  the  most  industrious  work  through- 
out the  year:  Shirley  James,  Delma  Robins,  Molly  Sivyer. 

The  "Philip  Layton"  Tuning  Prize  for  excellence  in  Tuning,  Repairing  and 
Construction:  Bernard  Gifford. 

The  "H.  J.  Kelly"  Tuning  Prize:  Michael  Campbell. 

The  "Eric  Dowdell"  Prize  for  General  Musicianship:  Irvine  Swift. 

The  Pianoforte  Repertoire  Prizes : 

The  "Richard  Richmond"  Prize  (Seniors):  Michael  Campbell,  John 

James. 
The  "Mabel  Davis"  Prize  (Juniors):  Alan  Moseley. 

The  Organ  Repertoire  Prize  :  John  James,  who  also  received  a  "Hollins" 
Memorial  Prize  awarded  by  the  Alfred  Hollins  Memorial  Fund  Com- 
mittee, Edinburgh. 
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The  "Guy  Campbell"  Prize  for  Physical  Training: 
Seniors :  Bruce  Pountney. 
Juniors :  David  Ewens. 

Typewriting  Prize,  awarded  for  the  best  all-round  work  during  the  year: 
Catherine  Hurley. 

The  "Armitage"  Prizes: 

Public  Speaking  Competition : 

Seniors:  Peter  Salt,  Irvine  Swift. 

Juniors:  Joan  Lambert. 
Typewriting:  John  Sarfas. 

Knitting  Prize:  Joan  Lambert. 

Junior  Recitation  Prize :  Marlene  Peters. 

Form  I:  Joan  Jubb. 

Form  II :  Peter  Eddon. 

Form  III,  The  "Margaret  Mace"  Prize:  Terence  Moulding. 

Form  IV:  Joan  Lambert. 

J.  N.  LANGDON, 

Principal. 
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THE  ROYAL  NORMAL  COLLEGE  AND 


Income  and  Expenditure  Account  for  the 


INCOME 


1953 

29,323 

To  Fees       ..         

345 

„  Grants   . .         

64 

,,  General  Subscriptions 

62 

„  General  Donations 

2,465 

„  Interest  on  Investments 

83 

,,  Repayments  for  Board,  etc.    . . 

„  Rent  Receivable 

„  Sundry  Receipts 

84 


,,  Receipts  for  Pupils'  Equipment  (including  amounts  now 
received  in  respect  of  previous  year)  less  expenditure 
during  the  year  to  date 


,,  Insurance  : 

Agreed  claim  under  Rent  Policy  . . 
Estimated  claim  under  Consequential  Loss 


Policy 


120    0    0 


3,000    0    0 


£  s.     d. 

29,835  3     1 

1,526  14    9 

58  6  10 

215  18     6 

3,122  8    4 

25  0    0 

18  5     0 

2  16    0 

5  11   11 


£32,426 


3,120    0    0 
£37,930    4    5 
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ACADEMY  OF  MUSIC  FOR  THE  BLIND 


Year  ended  31st  March,  1954 


EXPENDITURE 


1953 

11,570  By  Education 

12,112  „  Maintenance     .. 

450  ,,  Nursing  and  Medicine 

1,735  ,,  Office  Expenses 

724  „  Garden  Outlay 

3,593  ,,  General  Expenses 

1,673  ,,  Provision  for  Depreciation 


569 


„  Balance,  Excess  of  Income  over  Expenditure  for 
to  date 


the  year 


£  s.    d. 

16,511  18    2 

11,125  2  11 

448  10    3 

1,861  19     3 

695  13     2 

4,863  17  10 

1,662  11     2 

760  11     8 


32,426 


£37,930    4    5 
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BALANCE  SHEET 


1953 

1,427 


907 
683 


266 
500 
500 


LIABILITIES 

£    s.     d. 
Sundry  Creditors: 

Tradesmen's  Accounts,  etc.     . .         . .         . .    2,542    9    5 

Balance  of  Purchase  Money — Albrighton  Hall    1 ,490    8    8 

Ministry  of  Education  for  Teachers'  Super- 


annuation 
Loan  from  Endowment  Fund 

Gardner's  Trust  for  the  Blind : 

Recitals: 
Balance,  1st  April,  1953 
Further  amount  received 

Less  Cost  of  Recitals  during  year  to  date 


Grant  for  Fire  Relief: 

Less  Disbursed  in  immediate  grants  to  pupils, 
etc. 


940  10  10 

683     2    7 


266    6  11 
150    0    0 

416    6  11 
263  12    0 


£    s.     d. 


5,656  11     6 


152  14  11 


45,392 


Endowment  Funds : 

College  Endowment  Fund: 
Balance,  1st  April,  1953 
Add  Legacies 

Savings  Bank  Interest,  year  to  date 


5,078         Alfred  E.  Beddow  Memorial  Fund 

Funds  held  for  Specific  Purposes: 

17,810        Carnegie  Endowment  Fund     .. 
1 ,000        Hornshaw  Bequest 

200        C.  A.  Ward  Endowment  Fund 
5,488        Other  Funds 


45,392  2  1 

1,228  5  2 

70  3  1 

46,690  10  4 

5,078  5  6 


17,810    0  0 

1,000     0  0 

200     0  0 

5,487  13  11 


51,768  15  10 


24,497  13  11 


78,251 


Carried  Forward  ..     82,075  16    2 
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AS  AT  31st  MARCH,  1954 


ASSETS 


1953  £     s.     d. 

Cash  at  Bank  and  in  Hand : 

3,348        College  Endowment  Fund       . .         . .         . .    4,684     6     5 

406        Special  Funds 424    6  10 

8,062        General  Fund 10,076    2    4 

Sundry  Debtors : 

College  Endowment  Fund: 
683  Loan  to  General  Fund         . .         . .         . .       683     2    7 

Special  Funds: 
24  Income  Tax  Recoverable     . .         . .         . .         34    8     7 

General  Fund: 

367  Fees 643  17  11 

396  Income  Tax  Recoverable     . .         . .         . .  945    4    6 

712  Recoverable  Expenditure     . .         . .         . .  462    8     0 

99  Sundry  145  13     4 

Estimated  Claim  under  Consequential  Loss 

Policy  3,000    0    0 

Deposit  on  Purchase  of  Freehold  Land  at 

Rowton  Castle 270    0    0 


15,184  15     7 


6,184  14  11 


Investments  at  Cost  or  Estimated  Transfer  Value: 

41,361        College  Endowment  Fund       41,323  1  4 

5,078        Alfred  E.  Beddow  Memorial  Fund    . .         . .    5,078  5  6 

14,435        General  Fund 14,730  10  7 


61,131   17     5 


17,810 

1,000 

200 

5,467 


99,448 


Note:  In  accordance  with  an  order  made 
by  the  Minister  of  Education  on  4th 
November,  1949,  a  sum  of  £295  lis.  3d. 
has  been  invested  during  the  year  in  3  % 
Savings  Bonds  which  are  held  by  the 
Official  Trustees  of  Charitable  Funds. 

Investments  held  on  behalf  of  Special  Funds  at 
Cost  or  Estimated  Transfer  Value: 

Carnegie  Endowment  Fund 
Flornshaw  Bequest 
C.  A.  Ward  Endowment  Fund 
Other  Funds 


17,810     0 

0 

1,000    0 

0 

200    0 

0 

5,466  16 

7 

24,476  16     7 

WARD 

106,978    4    6 
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LI  ABI LITIES — continued 

1953  £    s.  d.  £    s.     d. 

78,251  Forward  ..      82,075  16    2 

Unexpended  Income  Balances  of  Special  Funds: 

Balance,  1st  April,  1953  408  16  9 

Add  Interest  received  during  year  to  date     ..       188    8  2 


597    4  11 


Less  Prizes  and  Grants  awarded       110  18     8 
Grant  to  General  Fund: 
Income   from   Elizabeth 

Wills  Allen  Fund      ..         53     6     6 


164    5    2 


409  432  19    9 

General  Fund : 

Balance,  1st  April,  1953  54,777    0     3 

Add  Interest  on  Savings  Bonds  re-invested  . .        40    4    0 
Fire  Compensation — Excess  of  Receipts 
over  written  down  value  of  Assets  de- 
stroyed                 . .    7,660     8     7 

Excess  of  Income  over  Expenditure  for 

the  year  to  date  760  1 1     8 

54,777  63,238     4    6 


133,437  £145,747    0    5 


24 


ASSETS — continued 


1953 
99,448 


27,695 


6,294 


£133,437 


Freehold  Estate,  Buildings,  etc.: 

Row  ton  Castle: 
Balance,  1st  April,  1953 
Additions  during  year  to  date 


Less   Buildings  destroyed  by 
Fire  written  off 


£     s.     d. 
Forward 


. .  27,695     8  1 1 
..       472     0     3 

28,167     9     2 


Sales 
Depreciation 


Albrighton  Hall: 
Cost  to  date   . 


2,622     7     7 

70    0     0 

1,273   15     0 


■   3,966 

2 

7 

24,201 

6 

7 

9,771 

13 

4 

Furniture,  Fixtures,  Appliances  and  Musical 
Instruments : 

Balance,  1st  April,  1953 
Additions  during  year  to  date 


Less  Fire  Losses  written  off     . .    1 ,93 1     1     0 
Depreciation         ..         ..       388  16    2 


6,293  10    6 

822     2     8 

7,115  13     2 


2,319  17     2 


£    s.     d. 
106,978     4     6 


33,972  19  11 


4,795  16     0 
£145,747     0     5 


We  have  examined  the  above  Balance  Sheet  and  Income  and  Expenditure  Accounts 
for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1954,  with  the  Books  and  Vouchers  of  the  College  and  in 
our  opinion  they  are  properly  drawn  up  so  as  to  exhibit  a  true  and  fair  view  of  the  state 
of  the  College  affairs  according  to  the  best  of  our  information  and  the  explanations  given 
to  us  and  as  shown  by  the  Books  of  the  College. 

MIALL,  HARPER  &  CO., 

Chartered  Accountants, 
9  Idol  Lane,  Eastcheap, 
1st  July,  1954  London,  E.C.3. 
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SCHEDULE  OF  INVESTMENTS  HELD  ON  BEHALF  OF  SPECIAL  FUNDS, 

31st  March,  1954 

Cost 

or  Estimated 

Transfer  Value 

Carnegie  Endowment  Fund :  £    s.     d. 

£5,653     7     6    4%  Consolidated  Stock  4,550    0    0 

£13,965  19     7     3|-%  War  Stock,  1952  or  after  13,260    0    0 

(Market  Value,  £17,549     7s.     6d.)  17,810    0    0 

Hornshaw  Bequest: 

£1,000    0    0    3i%  War  Stock,  1952  or  after  1,000    0    0 

(Held  by  the  Official  Trustees  of  Charitable  Funds)  ====== 

(Market  Value,  £870    0s.     Od.) 

C.  A.  Ward  Endowment  Fund: 

£259     8     6     n%  Conversion  Stock,  1961 200    0    0 

(Market  Value,  £223  lis.  lOd.)  = 

Francis  Joseph  Campbell  Memorial  Fund : 

£590    4    2     3|%  Conversion  Stock,  1961 501   12     3 

Elizabeth  Wills  Allen  Fund: 

£3,030    0    0    2f%  London  County  Council  Consolidated  Stock, 

1960/70 3,000    0    0 

Elizabeth  Williams  Musical  Scholarship  Fund : 

£1,015    2    6    4|-%  Commonwealth  of  Australia  Stock,  1960/62  ..  994  16    5 

George  Thomas  Rose  Memorial  Prize  Fund: 

£382  15    2    3  %  British  Transport  Guaranteed  Stock,  1978/88  ..  500    0    0 

Dixson  Prize  Fund : 

£19  12  10    3|%  War  Stock,  1952  or  after  ..         . .         ..  20    0    0 

Lady  Francis  Campbell  Prize  Fund : 

£33  17  10     3-h%  Conversion  Stock,  1961 26  17  11 

Philip  Layton  Prize  Fund : 

$500    Montreal  Tramways  Co.  30-year  General  Refunding 

Mortgage ,  ...         ..         ..  100    0    0 

Guy  Campbell  Prize  Fund: 

£50    0    0    2\%  Defence  Bonds      ..         ..         50    0    0 

Dr.  E.  G.  Dowdell  Prize  Fund: 

£157  16  10     3£%  War  Stock,  1952  or  after  140    0    0 

Armitage  Prize  Fund: 

£6    0    0    Eastern  Bengal  Railway  Annuity,  Class  "B"  . .  133  10    0 

(Market  Value,  £4,947  16s.    3d.)  . .      £5,466  16    7 
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SCHEDULE  OF  INVESTMENTS,  31st  March,  1954 

Cost 

or  Estimated 

Transfer  Value 

General  Fund:  £    s.     d. 

£13,000    0    0    3%  Serial  Funding  Stock,  1955  13,351     0    4 

£1,518    Oil     3  %  Savings  Bonds,  1 965/75  (Held  by  Official  Trustees 

of  Charitable  Funds)        1,379  10    3 


(Market  Value,  £14,485  16s.     Id.)  14,730  10    7 


College  Endowment  Fund : 

2\%  Defence  Bonds 650    0    0 

3  %  Defence  Bonds  (£667  6s.  8d.  of  which  represents 
the  investments  at  par  of  the  proceeds  of  sale  of 
old  pianofortes) 

3£%  Conversion  Stock,  1961 

3%  War  Stock,  1955/59  

3|%  War  Stock,  1952  or  after  

3\%  Birmingham  Corporation  Stock,  1946  or  after 

3%  British  Transport  Guaranteed  Stock,  1978/88  . . 

Central  Argentine  Railway  (In  Voluntary  Liquidation) 
Consolidated  Ordinary  Stock 

3  %  Funding  Stock,  1959/69 

3%  Savings  Bonds,  1960/70 

3%  British  Electricity  Guaranteed  Stock,  1974/77  . . 

3%  Commonwealth  of  Australia  Stock,  1955/58     . . 

Brown  Bayley  Steelworks,  Ltd.,  Ordinary  Shares    . . 

2 1 r%  Consolidated  Stock         

3  %  Savings  Bonds,  1965/75 

3i%  Commonwealth  of  Australia  Stock,  1964/74  . . 

3\%  New  Zealand  Stock,  1962/65 

4%  Funding  Stock,  1960/90 

4  %  Japanese  Sterling  Loan,  1 899  enfaced 

2i%  Savings  Bonds,  1964/67 

3%  British  Electricity  Guaranteed  Stock,  1968/73  . . 
3|%  Commonwealth  of  Australia  Stock,  1956/61  .. 
2i%  Funding  Stock,  1956/61 

£753     0    0    Chase  Protected  Cultivation,  Ltd.,  Preference  Shares 

(Market  Value,  £42,397  18s.     8d.) 

Alfred  E.  Beddow  Memorial  Fund : 

£5,134     2     1     Vf°/0  War  Stock,  1952  or  after  

(Market  Value,  £4,466  13s.     5d.) 
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£650 

0 

0 

£2,300 

0 

0 

£2,000 

0 

0 

£1,650 

0 

0 

£5,713 

15 

8 

£2,000 

0 

0 

£5,679 

5 

11 

£2,250 

0 

0 

£4,003 

19 

10 

£2,600 

0 

0 

£624 

1 

5 

£521 

12 

11 

£1,389 

0 

0 

£1,100 

0 

0 

£500 

0 

0 

£300 

0 

0 

£250 

0 

0 

£500 

0 

0 

£200 

0 

0 

£2,861 

19 

4 

£600 

0 

0 

£350 

0 

0 

£905 

17 

0 

2,293  0 

0 

2,106  9 

0 

1,674  19 

0 

5,178  13 

1 

1,975  4 

0 

4,229  1 

10 

777  7 

6 

4,047  9 

6 

2,376  0 

0 

589  11 

2 

524  6 

6 

8,132  12 

6 

651  15 

0 

404  13 

6 

248  12 

6 

223  8 

9 

480  10 

6 

146  10 

0 

2,373  2 

6 

497  14 

6 

327  5 

0 

850  0 

0 

564  15 

0 

£41,323  1 

4 

£5,078  5 
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LIST  OF  DONATIONS  AND  SUBSCRIPTIONS 

FOR  THE 
GENERAL  PURPOSES  OF  THE  COLLEGE 

Received  from  the  1st  April,  1953,  to  31st  March,  1954 


Anonymous 

Anonymous 

Aston  Charities  Trust.  Ltd. 

Awcock,  Mrs.  F.  M. 

Backhouse,  Mrs. 

Ball,  Miss  F.  H 

Bayliss,  Mrs.  F.  E.   . . 
Beddow,  Miss  E.  A. 
Beer,  Miss  E.  M. 
Brunswick  Methodist  Sunday  School,  New 
(Collection) 

Buckle,  Miss  I.  R 

Burton,  Messrs.  Montague,  Ltd.    . . 
Campbell,  Miss  E.  L. 

Campbell,  Mrs.  L.  M 

Cardeston  Church  (Collection) 

Clucas,  Miss  LB. 

Cooper,  Miss  Frances         . . 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  Ltd. 

Cockell,  Miss  A. 

Cox,  E.,  Esq. 

Cropper,  Mrs. 

de  Quincey,  Mrs.  R.  A. 

Desch,  Dr.  C.  H 

Evans,  E.,  Esq. 

Ezra,  Mrs.  M.  H. 

Founders'  Company  Charitable  Trust 

Henderson,  F.,  Esq. 

Higby,  W.  V.,  Esq.,  M.A 

Home  &  Colonial  Stores,  Ltd. 

Lewis,  Mrs.  S.  Waller 

Moore,  R.  A.,  Esq. 

Palmer,  C.  N.,  Esq. 

Piaggio,  H.  T.  H.,  Esq. 

Pontrilas  Young  Farmers'  Club     . . 

Price,  W.  H.,  Esq. 

Proctor,  H.,  Esq. 

Rich,  T.,  Esq. 

Sage,  Miss  H.,  and  Easter,  Miss  F. 

Saint,  Miss  S.  W 

Saltoun,  The  Rt.  Hon.  Lord,  M.C. 
Samuelson,  Lady,  O.B.E. 
Shrewsbury  Amateur  Operatic  Society 


on-le 


-Willows 


Donations 

Subscriptions 

£    s. 

d. 

£ 

s.    d. 

5 

5    0 

3    0 

0 

4    4 

0 

5     0 

0 

5 

0    0 

3     3 

0 

30     0 

0 

3 

16    4 

1 

1     0 

10 

0 

10    0 

2    2 

0 

1 

1     0 

5 

0 

11     0 

0 

7     6 

2    0 

0 

5     5 

0 

Carried  forward 


5  5  0 

100  0  0 

5  0  0 

1  1  0 


4     7     6 


2  2  0 

2  2  0 

25  0  0 

£211  6  6 


1  0  0 
3  16  4 

2  0  0 

1  0  0 

2  2  0 
2    2  0 


2     2     0 


1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

5 

0 

5 

0 

5 

0 

1 

18 

2 

9     1   10 


£47     0     2 
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Brought  Forward 


Smith,  Miss  G. 
South,  Miss  M.  F. 
Southern,  Lady  B.    . . 
Spittle,  S.,  Esq. 
Strick,  Miss  E.  R. 
Thundersley  Congregational 

(Collection) 
Todd,  R.,  Esq. 
Twist,  Miss 
Walker,  Messrs.  W.  B. 
Warner,  Miss  L.  M. 
Watkins,  Miss  Pauline 
Woods,  Miss  S. 
Zileri,  Miss  A.  S. 


Church  Sunday  School 


Donations 

Subscriptions 

£    s.     d. 

£ 

s.    d. 

211     6     6 

47 

0    2 
5     0 

2 

2    0 

1 

1     0 

- 

1 

1     0 

1 

18     2 

1     0 

2 

2     0 
10     6 

1     1     0 

1 

1     0 

3  10    0 

1 

1     0 
5     0 

£215  18     6 


£58     6  10 
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FORM  OF  BEQUEST 


I  bequeath  to  the  ROYAL  NORMAL  COLLEGE  AND 
ACADEMY  OF  MUSIC  FOR  THE  BLIND,  for  the  general 
purpose  of  that  Institution,  the  sum  of 


free  of  legacy  duty,  and  the  receipt  of  the  Treasurer  or  one  of  the 
Treasurers  for  the  time  being  of  that  Institution,  shall  be  a  good 
discharge  for  such  legacy. 

N.B. — Any  property  may  now  be  given  by  Will  for  charitable  purposes. 

The  Will  or  Codicil  must  be  signed  by  the  Testator  in  the  presence  of 
two  witnesses,  who  must  subscribe  their  names  in  his  presence  and  in  the 
presence  of  each  other. 
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Annual  Report 
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WALKER,    PRINTER,    SHREWSBURY 


Mniita  %ux  in  Cenebrfe 


i&opl  formal  College 
gcatiemp  of  Jflusftc  for  tlje  pltnb 

FOUNDED  1st  MARCH,  1872 

BY 

Dr.  Thomas  Rhodes  Armitage  and  Sir  Francis  Joseph  Campbell 

Registered  in  accordance  with  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948 
Certified  by  the  Ministry  of  Education 

Patron  : 
HER  MAJESTY  THE  QUEEN. 

Annual   Ikport 

1954—1955 

ROWTON  CASTLE,  near  SHREWSBURY,  SHROPSHIRE. 

Telephone  No.  :  "Halfway  House  202." 


NOTICE 

Particulars  of  the  rules  and  terms  for  the  admission  of  pupils,  the 
general  organisation  and  courses  of  instruction,  etc.,  will  be  furnished  on 
application. 


All  communications  should  be  addressed  to  the  Principal  and  Secretary 
J.  N.  LANGDON,  B.Sc,  Ph.D. 
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THE   ROYAL  NORMAL   COLLEGE 
FOR  THE   BLIND 


o 


Since  the  foundation  of  the  College  in  1872,  students  have 
been  received  from  all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  the 
Commonwealth.  The  College  is  undenominational  in  character. 
Its  object  is  to  train  the  blind  to  earn  their  own  living  and  to 
render  them  independent  and  self-reliant  citizens.  This  is  an 
object  which  the  College  has  succeeded  and  continually  succeeds 
in  accomplishing,  and  there  are  now  many  hundreds  of  former 
pupils  living  full  and  useful  lives  independent  of  public  or 
charitable  aid.  Most  of  these  are  filling  their  places  in  the  world 
as  organists  and  teachers  of  music,  pianoforte  tuners,  clergymen, 
solicitors,  school  teachers  and  shorthand-typists.  The  College 
thus  makes  a  definite  contribution  to  national  economy  in 
effecting  the  complete  rehabilitation  of  many  disabled  persons. 

The  present  organisation  of  the  College  comprises  a  School 
Department  in  which  boys  and  girls  between  the  ages  of  twelve 
and  sixteen  years  receive  a  sound  general  education,  and  depart- 
ments for  the  training  of  older  students  as  musicians,  piano 
tuners  and  shorthand-typists.  The  School  Department  is 
officially  designated  as  a  Selective  School  for  children  chosen 
between  the  ages  of  twelve  and  thirteen  years  by  reason  of 
ability  and  promise  of  eventual  suitability  for  admission  to  one 
of  the  College  Training  Departments. 

Voluntary  effort  was  responsible  for  the  foundation  of  the 
College  and  has  continued  to  play  an  important  part  in  its  life. 
The  College  has  used  its  own  funds  freely  for  the  welfare  of 
blind  persons,  and  the  replenishment  of  these  funds  is  necessary 
to  enable  it  to  continue  to  help  its  students  in  ways  additional 
to  those  provided  by  Public  Authorities. 


OFFICERS   OF   THE   COLLEGE 

PRESIDENT 

The  Right  Hon.  LORD  HOWARD  de  WALDEN  AND  SEAFORD 

VICE-PRESIDENTS 

His  Grace  The  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 

His  Grace  The  Lord  Archbishop  of  York 

The  Right  Hon.  The  Lord  Mayor  of  London  (ex-officio) 

The  Master  of  the  Worshipful  Company  of  Clothworkers  (ex-officio) 

The  Master  of  the  Worshipful  Company  of  Musicians  (ex-officio) 

Colonel  The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Strathcona  and  Mount  Royal 

Sir  John  M.  Stirling  Maxwell,  Bart. 

TRUSTEES 

Colonel  The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Strathcona  and  Mount  Royal 

H.  H.  Hardy,  Esq.,  C.B.E.,  M.B.E.,  M.A. 

Hubert  A.  Robertson,  Esq. 

BOARD  OF  GOVERNORS 

*H.  H.  Hardy,  Esq.,  C.B.E.,  M.B.E.,  M.A.  (Chairman) 

*HUBERT  A.  ROBERTSON,  Esq. 

*Major  The  Right  Hon.  LORD  SALTOUN,  M.C. 

*R.  W.  HOLLAND,  Esq.,  O.B.E.,  M.A.,  M.Sc,  LL.D. 

( Vice-  Chairmen) 

The  Right  Hon.  LORD  AMULREE,  M.D. 

*N.  P.  BIRLEY,  Esq.,  D.S.O.,  M.C,  M.A. 

Sir  ADRIAN  BOULT,  M.A.,  D.Mus. 

Captain  E.  H.  T.  BROADWOOD,  M.C,  F.I.M.I.T. 

DAVID  BUCHAN,  Esq. 

Sir  JOHN  J.  CONYBEARE,  K.B.E.,  M.C,  D.M.,  F.R.CP. 

E.  H.  DOWDELL,  Esq.,  M.A. 

*W.  GUY  FOSSICK,  Esq.,  M.A. 

*W.  V.  HIGBY,  Esq.,  M.A. 

*C.  W.  MITFORD,  Esq.,  M.A. 

The  Most  Hon.  THE  MARQUIS  OF  NORMANBY,  M.B.E. 

G.  THALBEN-BALL,  Esq.,  D.Mus.,  F.R.C.O.,  F.R.C.M. 

HON.  TREASURER 

*Major  The  Right  Hon.  LORD  SALTOUN,  M.C 

*  Members  of  the  Finance  and  House  Committee 
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GENERAL  COUNCIL 

The  President 
The  Vice-Presidents 
The  Hon.  Treasurer 

The  Members  of  the  Board  of  Governors 
E.  Cox,  Esq.  Frank  Henderson,  Esq. 

Mrs.  M.  Ezra  T.  C.  Nicholson,  Esq. 

OFFICERS  AND  STAFF 

Hon.  Ophthalmic  Surgeon 
Ian  C.  Fraser,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S. 


Hon.  Aurists 

W.  M.  Mollison,  Esq.,  C.B.E.,  F.R.C.S. 
S.  W.  G.  Hargrove,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S. 

Medical  Officer 
H.  D.  Gemmell,  Esq.,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Dental  Surgeon 
R.  E.  Lloyd  Jones,  Esq.,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S.,  Eng. 

Solicitors 
Messrs.  Shaen,  Roscoe  &  Co. 

Auditors 

Messrs.  Miall,  Harper  &  Co. 

Architect 
A.  E.  Williams,  Esq.,  L.R.I.B.A. 

Consulting  Architects 

Messrs.  Taylor  &  Young,  Manchester 

Bankers 
Barclays  Bank,  Ltd.,  Castle  Street,  Shrewsbury. 


MUSIC  DEPARTMENT 

*J.  Eric  Hunt,  F.R.C.O.  (Ch.M.),  A.C.D.C.M.,  Director  of  Music 

Miss  A.  M.  Laverack 
*A.  G.  Whitton,  L.R.A.M. 

T.  M.  Wynne,  M.A.,  B.Mus.,  A.R.C.O. 


SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT 

W.  J.  Merridan,  A.C.P.,  F.S.D.S. 
D.  P.  Jones,  B.A. 
Miss  M.  R.  Jenkins 
Miss  N.  M.  Thomas,  B.Sc. 


PIANOFORTE  TUNING  DEPARTMENT 

Examiner:  Captain  E.  H.  T.  Broadwood,  M.C.,  F.I.M.I.T. 
Teachers:  *A.  G.  Whitton,  L.R.A.M. 
W.  A.  Adams 


TYPEWRITING  DEPARTMENT 

Miss  Margaret  Penny 

I.  M.  Doull 

Miss  D.  M.  Hunter 
*Miss  J.  A.  Squires 
*Miss  K.  Jones 


OFFICE  STAFF 

A.  Lidster,  M.A.,  A.C.I.S. — Bursar 
Miss  D.  M.  Harvey 
Miss  R.  A.  Loder 

*  Blind  and  partially  sighted  Members  of  the  Staff 
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DOMESTIC  SUPERVISORY  STAFF 

Mrs.  J.  N.  Langdon — Lady  Superintendent 
Miss  D.  W.  Phillips 
Nurse  M.  E.  Thomas 
Miss  E.  E.  List 


PRINCIPAL  AND  SECRETARY 

J.  N.  Langdon,  B.Sc.;  Ph.D. 

VICE-PRINCIPAL 

Miss  M.  Penny 


REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  GOVERNORS 
for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1955 

In  presenting  the  Eighty-Second  Annual  Report  of  the 
College,  the  Governors  wish  to  congratulate  Mr.  H.  A. 
Robertson,  one  of  their  Vice-Chairmen,  on  the  twenty-fifth 
anniversary  of  his  election  to  the  Board,  and  to  express  their 
warm  appreciation  of  Mr.  Robertson's  devoted  and  untiring 
services  during  the  whole  of  that  period. 

The  Governors  have  pleasure  in  reporting  that  the  work  of 
the  College  has  proceeded  satisfactorily  during  the  year  under 
review,  and  they  congratulate  the  teaching  staff,  as  well  as  the 
pupils,  on  the  examination  successes  recorded  on  another  page. 
Especially  do  they  recognise  the  achievements  of  Betty  Bricknell 
in  being  awarded  a  Silver  Medal  by  the  Royal  Society  of  Arts 
for  success  in  the  Advanced  Typewriting  Examination,  and  of 
Michael  Campbell,  a  former  student,  in  being  awarded  the 
Annual  Organ  Prize  at  the  Royal  Academy  of  Music.  That  the 
training  given  by  the  College  is  thoroughly  practical  is  shown 
by  the  employment  obtained  by  pupils  on  leaving.  Increasingly 
large  numbers  of  old  boys  and  girls  are  employed  as  shorthand- 
typists  in  the  Civil  Service,  in  Local  Government  Offices  and  in 
Commercial  Houses,  and  the  College  often  receives  very  satis- 
factory reports  of  their  work.  Although  piano  tuning,  at  one 
time  regarded  as  a  pre-eminently  suitable  occupation  for  blind 
men,  often  yields  earnings  which  are  substantially  less  during 
the  first  few  years  of  practice  than  those  which  can  now  be 
obtained  in  some  less  skilled  occupations,  the  reports  of  former 
students  who  are  well  established  still  support  the  view  that 
piano  tuning  affords  a  good  livelihood  to  a  competent  and 
industrious  man  in  a  suitable  district.  It  also  affords  oppor- 
tunities for  trading  that  enable  many  men  to  build  up  profitable 
businesses  producing  considerably  higher  incomes  than  can  be 
earned  in  those  occupations  which  give  less  scope  for  initiative. 
Among  the  most  successful  former  students  are  men  who  com- 
bine the  occupation  of  piano  tuner  with  that  of  professional 
musician  or  teacher  of  music.  The  Governors  therefore  hope 
that  full  advantage  will  be  taken  of  the  excellent  provision  made 
for  the  study  of  music  and  piano  tuning  at  Albrighton  Hall, 
which  the  College  hopes  to  open  as  a  training  establishment  for 
older  boys  in  September  of  this  year. 

While  the  College  takes  pride  in  the  academic  and  technical 
achievements  of  its  pupils,  the  Governors  have  always  been  alive 
to  the  fact  that  sound  education  implies  more  than  the  mere 
imparting  of  knowledge  or  technical  proficiency,  and  they  are 


glad  to  record  their  opinion  that  the  life  of  the  College  continues 
to  encourage  the  development  of  independence  in  thought  and 
action,  together  with  a  proper  appreciation  of  the  rights  and 
needs  of  others.  The  social  and  athletic  sides  of  College  life  have 
prospered  during  the  past  year,  and  the  students  have,  as  in 
previous  years,  successfully  made  themselves  responsible  for  the 
organisation  of  many  enjoyable  events.  In  this  they  have  always 
had  the  ready  co-operation  of  members  of  the  teaching  and 
domestic  staffs,  to  whom  the  Governors  are  glad  to  make  public 
recognition  of  much  devoted  work  which,  they  know,  is  all  the 
more  valuable  because  it  is  unofficial  and  often  unseen. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  under  review  there  were  128  pupils 
in  the  College,  there  being  a  waiting  list  for  boys  and  a  few 
vacancies  for  girls.  During  the  same  period  34  students  com- 
pleted their  training.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  forty 
boys  over  sixteen  years  of  age  on  the  College  registers  who  were 
continuing  their  studies  under  their  own  teachers  in  the  accom- 
modation which  Henshaw's  Institution  for  the  Blind  so  kindly 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  College  after  the  fire  in  1953.  The 
Governors  gratefully  record  their  continued  appreciation  of 
all  that  the  Authorities  and  staff  at  Henshaw's  have  done  to 
help  the  College.  These  boys,  with  the  exception  of  a  small 
number  who  will  have  finished  their  training  before  September, 
will  fill  most  of  the  fifty-one  places  available  at  Albrighton  Hall, 
which  is  expected  to  open  with  a  full  complement. 

Mention  of  Albrighton  Hall  leads  the  Governors  to  remind 
readers  of  the  appeal  in  last  year's  Report  in  which  it  was  stated 
that  the  cost  of  adaptations  and  extensions  to  that  property, 
together  with  that  of  the  proposed  new  -buildings  at  Rowton 
Castle,  the  plans  of  which  latter  are  now  approved  in  principle, 
would  exceed  £100,000,  the  greater  part  of  which,  after  due 
allowance  for  official  aid,  would  have  to  be  raised  by  the  College. 
The  completion  of  this  programme  is  necessary  if  the  College 
is  to  be  housed  in  a  manner  appropriate  to  the  national  service 
which  it  provides.  The  Governors  therefore  ask  all  those  who 
are  interested  in  the  College  to  make  it  known  as  widely  as 
possible  that  this  useful  charity,  with  a  world-wide  reputation, 
is  still  in  need  of  financial  support,  and  they  particularly  request 
that  this  fact  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  those  in  a  position 
to  advise  as  to  worthy  objects  of  bequest. 

The  Governors  are  happy  to  report  that  co-operation  with 
other  Agencies  for  the  Blind  has  been  customarily  cordial  and 
close.  In  particular  they  wish  to  record  their  appreciation  of 
the  understanding  shown  by  the  Royal  National  Institute  for 
the  Blind,  the  National  Library  for  the  Blind  and  the  Local 
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Voluntary  Agencies  concerned  in  the  admission  of  the  College 
to  participation  as  a  national  body  in  monies  raised  under  the 
Unification  of  Collections  Agreements.  Under  this  scheme  the 
College  now  enjoys  for  the  first  time  the  advantages  of  an  annual 
income  from  voluntary  sources  comparable  with  that  received 
by  other  institutions  of  similar  function,  status  and  size.  The 
disposal  of  such  income  makes  it  possible  to  supplement  the 
basic  services  in  many  ways  to  the  benefit  of  its  students,  and  in 
particular  to  act  on  occasion  with  the  speed  and  flexibility  which 
should  be  the  marks  of  a  voluntary  service. 

The  generous  interest  which  Gardner's  Trust  for  the  Blind 
has  always  taken  in  the  College  is  reflected  in  the  year  under 
review  by  renewal,  in  an  increased  amount,  of  the  grant  for 
"  Gardner  Recitals  of  Music."  The  Governors  express  their  warm 
appreciation  of  this  valuable  help,  and  also  of  the  generous 
special  donation  from  the  Founders  Company  Charitable  Trust. 
They  also  wish  to  record  their  grateful  thanks  to  the  John 
Compton  Organ  Company,  Ltd.,  and  to  European  Office  Equip- 
ments, Ltd.,  for  many  services  in  their  respective  fields;  to  the 
American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  for  continuing  to  supply 
free  copies  of  the  Braille  Readers'  Digest ;  to  the  Management 
of  the  Granada  and  Empire  Cinemas  at  Shrewsbury  for  free 
entertainment  much  appreciated  by  the  pupils.  They  again 
express  their  appreciation  of  the  lectures  given  by  Mr.  Barham 
Johnson,  Mus.  Baa,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Shropshire 
Education  Committee,  and  they  especially  wish  to  thank  the 
College  Medical  Officers  and  Consultants.  The  Governors  also 
gratefully  acknowledge  the  subscriptions,  donations  and  legacies 
received  during  the  year,  and  they  offer  their  warmest  thanks  to 
all  who  have  helped  the  College  in  many  and  various  ways  which 
cannot  be  recorded  in  detail  but  which  contribute  to  the  well- 
being  of  individual  pupils  and  of  the  College  as  a  whole. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Governors. 

H.  H.  HARDY, 

Chairman. 
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PRINCIPAL'S  REPORT 


"111  blows  the  wind  that  profits  nobody.1'  This  time-tested 
saying  has  been  well  illustrated  by  the  experience  oC  the  School 
Department  since  the  lire  in  1953.  Until  that  lime  the  boys  and 
girls  of  school  age,  although  following  a  curriculum  altogether 
different  from  that  in  the  Training  Departments,  were  in  some 
danger  of  having  their  social  activities  over-shadowed  by  those 
of  the  older  students  receiving  technical  training,  and  constant 
watchfulness  was  necessary  to  ensure  that  their  affairs  remained 
in  focus  in  the  constantly  changing  picture  of  College  life.  Since 
the  fire  and  the  otherwise  lamentable  separation  from  the  older 
boys,  however,  the  boys  and  girls  of  school  age  have  found  them- 
selves in  the  majority  at  Rowton  Castle,  and  this  has  resulted 
in  their  taking  a  more  prominent  part  in  out-of-school  activities. 
This  has  been  especially  evident  among  the  boys  who,  at  the  age 
of  fifteen,  now  have  increased  opportunity  to  take  the  lead  in 
athletics,  for  instance,  and  in  this  and  other  ways  to  develop 
the  kind  of  self-esteem  which  is  both  natural  and  desirable. 

Mention  of  athletics  prompts  the  report  that  five  "under  1 6" 
records  were  broken  at  the  Annual  Sports  held  in  July,  1954, 
when  both  Cups  were  won  by  Armitage  House.  The  records 
were  as  follows.  Boys:  Throwing  the  Football — 93ft.  Oins., 
and  High  Jump — 4ft.  7ins.,  both  by  Alun  Jones;  Half-Minute 
Skip— 95,  by  David  Swift,  and  Putting  the  Shot— 33ft.  6ins.  by 
David  Rees.  Girls:  Throwing  the  Football — 66ft.  5ins.  by 
Joan  Jubb.  The  weather  was  less  favourable  than  usual,  but  it 
was  generally  felt  that  there  was  no  cause  for  grumbling  about 
the  few  showers  which  did  not  prevent  the  completion  of  a  long 
programme,  and  warm  appreciation  was  felt,  and  expressed,  for 
the  work  of  the  Organising  Committee  of  boys  and  girls  under 
the  chairmanship  of  Mr.  Jones.  In  football  and  handball 
matches  against  Worcester  College  for  the  Blind  our  boys  were 
beaten  in  well-contested  and  enjoyable  matches,  both  home  and 
away.  Here,  although  not  in  three  chess  matches,  two  of  which 
were  lost  and  one  drawn,  against  a  Priory  School  Chess  team, 
the  lack  of  players  over  sixteen  years  of  age  was  something  of 
a  handicap,  but,  as  already  mentioned,  it  has  been  a  valuable 
experience  for  younger  boys  to  represent  the  College.  On  two 
occasions  the  older  boys  temporarily  lodged  in  Manchester  sent 
teams  to  Rowton  Castle,  where  they  defeated  their  juniors  at 
both  football  and  handball,  but  only  by  narrow  margins  in  three 
of  the  matches.   These  organised  visits,  together  with  those  for 
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Speech  Day  and  the  Christmas  Party,  have  helped  to  maintain 
the  sense  of  belonging  to  the  College  which  has  been  a  notable 
and  gratifying  characteristic  of  the  older  boys  who  have  now 
spent  more  than  two  years  under  the  hospitable  roof  of  Hen- 
shaw's.  The  main  body  of  the  College  at  Rowton  Castle  is 
eagerly  looking  forward  to  the  time  when  the  "exiles"  will 
occupy  Albrighton  Hall,  when  there  will  be  adequate  oppor- 
tunity for  combined  activities. 

Speech  Day  was  on  July  14th,  when  Mr.  J.  C.  Colligan, 
Secretary-General  of  the  Royal  National  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
was  the  Principal  Guest  and  Speaker.  In  his  address  Mr. 
Colligan  spoke  of  the  close  ties  uniting  the  Royal  National 
Institute  with  the  College,  both  having  a  common  Founder  in 
Dr.  T.  R.  Armitage  and  both  zealously  pursuing  a  common 
purpose  in  promoting  the  independence  of  blind  people.  Mrs. 
Colligan  graciously  presented  the  prizes,  and  Mr.  H.  A. 
Robertson,  a  Vice-Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Governors,  was 
congratulated  on  the  celebration  of  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary 
of  his  election  to  the  Board  and  warmly  thanked  for  his  great 
services.  After  speeches,  girls  and  boys  gave  displays  of  country 
dancing  and  physical  training  on  the  lawn.  These  were  followed 
by  tea  and  later  by  demonstrations  illustrating  the  various 
branches  of  the  work  of  the  College.  Perfect  weather  contributed 
to  the  enjoyment  of  a  large  company  which  included  many 
parents  of  pupils,  and  the  occasion  was  a  happy  one  in  every 
way. 

"Gardner  Recitals"  again  made  a  valuable  and  enjoyable 
contribution  to  the  musical  education  and  entertainment  of  the 
College.  They  took  the  form  of  song  recitals  by  Gwent  Lewis 
and  Norma  Procter,  and  a  piano  recital  by  Phyllis  Sellick.  The 
older  boys  at  present  in  Manchester  also  benefited  from  the 
generous  provision  of  Gardner's  Trust  for  the  Blind,  and  many 
of  them  were  thereby  enabled  to  hear  several  performances  by 
leading  opera  companies  as  well  as  concerts  by  the  Halle 
Orchestra.  Advanced  music  students  at  Rowton  Castle  attended 
a  series  of  concerts  of  chamber  music  at  Attingham  Park,  the 
County  Adult  College,  and  parties  of  pupils  also  heard  concerts 
by  the  Halle  Orchestra  in  Newtown  and  by  the  Shrewsbury 
Orchestral  Society  in  Shrewsbury.  The  Choral  Society,  which 
now  includes  a  large  number  of  enthusiastic  junior  members, 
has  made  a  notable  contribution  to  the  social  life  of  the  College 
and  has  well  maintained  its  standard  of  performance. 

The  Debating  and  Dramatic  Societies,  both  Senior  and 
Junior,  have  provided  happy  entertainment  for  all  and  given 
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their  active  members  much  valuable  experience.  The  art  of 
reading  aloud  should  have  received  much  encouragement  from 
the  success  of  the  College  competitors  in  the  Braille  Reading 
Competition  of  the  Northern  Branch  of  the  National  Library 
for  the  Blind,  in  which  the  three  first  places  in  Class  IV  were 
won  by  Eric  Scriven,  Jean  Allen  and  Arthur  Woodhouse,  while 
Florence  Williams,  who  was  second  in  Class  V,  was  also  awarded 
the  Coronation  Cup.  By  courtesy  of  the  Imperial  Typewriter 
Co.,  Ltd.,  and  through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Booth,  the  officer 
in  charge  of  the  Cinema  Unit  of  the  County  Education  Com- 
mittee, the  sound  film  "At  Your  Finger  Tips"  was  shown  in  the 
Assembly  Hall,  and  very  much  interested  a  large  audience  con- 
taining all  the  students  of  shorthand  and  typewriting  and  many 
pupils  from  other  Departments. 

It  has  been  a  great  pleasure  to  receive  an  unusually  large 
number  of  visits  from  former  students,  and  the  Staff  have  found 
much  encouragement  in  such  welcome  evidence  of  the  value  of 
their  work.  Among  official  visitors  were  a  large  and  appreciative 
company  of  members  of  the  College  of  Teachers  of  the  Blind, 
which  held  its  Annual  General  Meeting  at  the  College,  and  a  very 
interested  party  of  students  from  Didsbury  Training  College. 
The  following  overseas  visitors  were  warmly  welcomed: — 
Miss  L.  H.  McCraw  of  the  Braille  Circulating  Library,  Virginia ; 
Mr.  A.  Card,  Vice-President  of  the  American  Federation  of  the 
Blind,  and  Mrs.  Card;  Miss  du  Toit,  a  student  from  South 
Africa;  Mr.  G.  Yazgan  of  the  School  for  the  Blind,  Ankara; 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Cannon  of  the  Rehabilitation  Centre  for  the  Blind, 
North  Carolina;  Mr.  P.  Braunschweig  of  Switzerland,  and 
Miss  M.  Griffin  of  the  School  for  the  Blind,  Brisbane. 

The  appointment  of  Miss  Penny  as  Vice-Principal  was 
warmly  welcomed  by  the  whole  College  and  especially  by  the 
Principal,  who  takes  this  opportunity  to  record  his  lively  grati- 
tude for  all  that  Miss  Penny  has  done  to  help  the  College  and, 
incidentally,  himself  during  many  years  of  happy  co-operation. 
The  Principal  also  thanks  all  his  colleagues  for  their  part  in 
bringing  another  year  to  a  successful  conclusion  in  spite  of  the 
difficulties  under  which  some  of  them  have  worked  in  separation 
from  the  main  body.  Special  thanks  are  due  to  these  last, 
to  the  boys  in  Manchester,  and  also  to  the  Authorities  and 
Staff  of  Henshaw's  Institution  for  the  Blind,  for  what  they  have 
done  in  their  respective  ways  to  enable  the  College  to  maintain 
its  essential  unity  in  difficult  circumstances. 

The  following  examination  successes  have  been  notified 
since  publication  of  the  last  Report : — 
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SUCCESSES 

Royal  Academy  of  Music 

Licentiateship  Diploma — Piano  (Teacher) — 

Keith  Bradley 
Sidney  Wilson 


Trinity  College  of  Music 

Associateship  Diploma- 


Piano  (Teacher) — ■ 

Dorothy  Blackshaw 


Associated  Board  of  the  Royal  Schools  of  Music 


Grade  I 

Piano 

Anne  Butterton 

.     Merit 

Sheila  Cox 

.     Merit 

Mary  Henderson 

.     Merit 

Harold  Jones 

.     Distinction 

David  Rees 

.     Merit 

Mary  Stonehouse 

Richard  Warne 

Grade  II 

Piano 

Jacqueline  Burridge 

.     Merit 

Anne  Butterton 

.     Merit 

Patricia  Dodds 

Mary  Henderson 

Doreen  Horwite 

.     Merit 

Hilda  Newell 

Grade  III 

Piano 

Ian  Caulfield 
Maureen  Churchman 
Enid  Dickson 
Miriam  Hayward 

Doreen  Horwite 

.     Merit 

Derek  Matthews 

John  Ranson 

.     Merit 

Richard  West 

Leslie  Whittle     . . 

.     Distinction 

Grade  IV 

Piano 

Valerie  Bowen    . . 
Evelyn  Dunn 
Barbara  Langford 
Alan  Moseley 

.     Merit 

Barbara  Wright 

.     Merit 

Grade  IV 

Singing 

Sylvia  Dean 
Margaret  Jackson 
Beryl  Jones 
Diana  Tucker 
Leslie  Whittle 

Grade  V 

Piano 

Russell  Endean  . . 

Merit 

Marlene  Gooding 

.     Distinction 

Grade  VII 

Piano 

Peggy  Brown 

Merit 

Grade  VIII 

Singing 

Catherine  Birch 
15 

London  Chamber  of  Commerce 

Shorthand  at  110  words  per  minute — ■■ 

Thomas  Poole 

Royal  Society  of  Arts 

Silver  Medal — Advanced  Typewriting — 

Betty  Bricknell 

Advanced  Shorthand-Typist's  Certificate — 

Stanley  Bell 
Betty  Bricknell 
Patricia  How 
Nellie  Layton 
Thomas  Poole 

Intermediate  Shorthand-Typist's  Certificate — 

Sylvia  Farman 
Hazel  Gilbert 
Patricia  How 
Beryl  Jones 
Rita  Jones 
Nellie  Layton 
Nadia  Vadamootoo 
Wendy  Watkin 
Barbara  Welford 


Advanced  Typewriting- 


Intermediate  Typewriting — 


Stanley  Bell 
Betty  Bricknell  . . 
Anthony  Durbin 
Angela  Elcock    . . 
Shirley  James 
Beryl  Jones 
Nellie  Layton     . . 
Stella  Lewendon 
Thomas  Poole    . . 
Wendy  Watkin  . . 

Stanley  Bell 
Peter  Cash 
Edward  Davie    . . 
Sylvia  Farman   . , 
Hazel  Gilbert     . . 
Barry  Haywood 
Patricia  How 
Beryl  Jones 
Rita  Jones 
Nellie  Layton     . . 
David  Linley 
Bryan  Maindonald 
Barry  Rogers 
Thomas  Poole    . . 
Victor  Pottinger 
Anthony  Staples 
Nadia  Vadamootoo 
Wendy  Watkin  . . 
Barbara  Welford 
Ronald  Winstanley 


Second  Class 
First  Class 
Second  Class 
First  Class 
First  Class 
Second  Class 
First  Class 
First  Class 
Second  Class 
Second  Class 

Second  Class 
Second  Class 
First  Class 
First  Class 
First  Class 
Second  Class 
Second  Class 
First  Class 
First  Class 
First  Class 
First  Class 
Second  Class 
First  Class 
First  Class 
First  Class 
First  Class 
Second  Class 
First  Class 
First  Class 
Second  Class 
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Elementary  Typewriting — 


Jean  Allen 

. .     Credit 

Peggy  Brown 

. .     Credit 

Barbara  Darkin 

. .     Credit 

Marlene  Gooding 

. .     Credit 

Patricia  Hewitt 

Margaret  Jackson 

Barbara  Langford 

Sheila  Mcintosh 

. .     Credit 

Barbara  Welford 

. .     Credit 

Barbara  Wright 

Maureen  Yeadon 

. .     Credit 

Shorthand  at  1 20  words  per  minute — 

Stanley  Bell 

Patricia  How 

Nellie  Layton 

Thomas  Poole 

Wendy  Watkin 

Shorthand  at  100  words  per  minute 

Stanley  Bell 

Sylvia  Farman 

Hazel  Gilbert 

Patricia  How 

Beryl  Jones 

Nellie  Layton 

Thomas  Poole 

Barry  Rogers 

Wendy  Watkin 

Shorthand  at  80  words  per  minute — 

Peggy  Brown 

Hazel  Gilbert 

Marlene  Gooding 

Beryl  Jones 

Rita  Jones 

Barbara  Langford 

Sheila  Mcintosh 

Nadia  Vadamootoo 

Barbara  Welford 

Barbara  Wright 

College  of  Teachers  of  the  Blind  Pianoforte  Tuner's  Diploma 

Keith  Bradley 
Charles  Cutts 
Albert  James 
Bruce  Pountney 
John  Richardson 
Brian  Rowe 
Eric  Scriven 
Sidney  Wilson 
Hugh  Williams 
Arthur  Woodhouse 
Ronald  Worrall 


Honours 
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COLLEGE  PRIZES  WERE  AWARDED  AS  FOLLOWS 

The  "George  Thomas  Rose"  Annual  Memorial  Prize  for  Music:  no  award. 

The  "Eric  Dowdell"  Prize  for  general  musicianship:  Sidney  Wilson. 

The  Pianoforte  Repertoire  Prizes: 

The  "Richard  Richmond"  Prize  (Seniors): 

Class  A:  Keith  Bradley,  Peter  Robinson. 

Class  B :  Peggy  Brown,  Albert  James. 
The  "Mabel  Davis"  Prize  (Juniors):  Evelyn  Dunn. 

The  Organ  Repertoire  Prize:  Sidney  Wilson. 

The  "Philip  Layton"  Tuning  Prize  for  excellence  in  Tuning,  Repairing  and 
Construction:  Brian  Rowe,  Bruce  Pountney. 

The  "H.  J.  Kelly"  Tuning  Prize:  Sidney  Wilson. 

The  "Philip  Layton"  Prize,  awarded  for  the  most  industrious  work  through- 
out the  year:  Nadia  Vadamootoo,  Barbara  Wright. 

The  "Armitage  Prize"  for  Typewriting:  Shirley  James,  Betty  Bricknell, 
Thomas  Poole. 

The  "Guy  Campbell"  Prize  for  Physical  Training: 
Seniors :  Ronald  Winstanley,  Fraser  Jones. 
Juniors :  Ian  Caulfield. 

The  "Dixson"  Annual  Essay  Prize:  Sidney  Wilson. 

The  "Lady  Francis  Campbell"  Annual  Recitation  Prize:  Diana  Tucker, 
Maureen  Yeadon. 

Junior  Recitation  Prize:  Marlene  Peters. 

Knitting  Prize:  Elsie  Crowe. 

Form  I:  Harold  Jones. 

Form  II:  Anthony  Mason. 

Form  III :  Joan  Jubb 

Form  IV,  the  "Margaret  Mace"  Prize:  Terence  Moulding. 

The  "Hollins"  Memorial  Prize  awarded  by  the  Alfred  Hollins  Memorial 
Fund  Committee,  Edinburgh,  was  again  awarded  to  John  James. 

J.  N.  LANGDON, 

Principal. 
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LEGACIES  RECEIVED 

From  1st  April,  1954,  to  31st  March,  1955 


Armitage,  Miss  A.  S.,  Executors  of  the  late 
Beddow,  Miss  E.  A.,  Executors  of  the  late 
Budden,  H.  J.,  Esq.,  Executors  of  the  late 
Dunton,  A.  J.,  Esq.,  Trustees  of  the  late 
Grimsdale,  Dr.  H.  B..  Executors  of  the  late 
James,  Miss  E.  E.,  Executors  of  the  late 
Sabine,  E.  G.,  Esq.,  Executors  of  the  late 
Sheffield,  Miss  M.,  Executors  of  the  late 


£  s.  d. 
51  11  4 

200  0  0 

30  0  0 

1  15  1 

500  0  0 
11  15  10 
10  10  9 
58  18  11 

£864  11  11 


INFORMATION  FOR  INTENDING  CONTRIBUTORS 

The  Governors  wish  to  direct  the  attention  of  Annual  Subscribers  to 
the  fact  that,  by  agreeing  to  pay  their  subscriptions  for  seven  years  certain, 
they  would  enable  the  College  to  recover  income  tax  on  their  subscriptions, 

the  value  of  which  would  thus  be  augmented  without  extra  cost  to  the  donors. 
Examples  are  shown  below: 

Income  Tax  recoverable  Total  amount  received 


Amount  subscribed 

at  8/6  in  the  £ 

by  College 

£     s.     d. 

£     s.     d. 

£    s.     d. 

10    0 

7     5 

17     5 

1     0    0 

14    9 

1   14     9 

2     0    0 

1     9    7 

3     9     7 

5     0    0 

3  13  11 

8  13  11 

Subscribers  desiring  to  benefit  the  College  in  this  way  are  requested 
to  complete  and  return  the  form  of  agreement  printed  on  the  page  31. 
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THE  ROYAL  NORMAL  COLLEGE  ANDfi 


Income  and  Expenditure  Account  for  the 


1954 

29,835 

1,526 

25 

27 

3,120 

2,636 


INCOME 

To  Receipts  for  Services  Rendered: 
Fees 

Grant  

Repayments  for  Board,  etc. 
Sundry  Receipts 
Insurance  Claims 
Balance  Deficit,  carried  down 


£    s.    d. 


£    s.    d. 


.  29,894 

0    0 

.       235 

2     8 

60 

0    0 

48 

7  10 

• 

30,237  10    6 


8,607     5     3 
£38,844  15     9 


58 
216 

3,122 
£3,396 


To  Voluntary  Income : 

General  Subscriptions 
General  Donations 
Unified  Collections 
.  Interest  on  Investments 


Balance,  Excess  of  Expenditure  over  Total  Income  for  the 
year  to  date 


56    4  5 

76  14  0 

3,398  18  0 

2,913  15  5 


6,445  11  10 

2,161   13     5 

£8,607     5     3 
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ACADEMY  OF  MUSIC  FOR  THE  BLIND 


Year  ended  31st  March,  1955 


EXPENDITURE 


1954 

£    s.     d. 

16,512 

By  Education 

17,971   10    6 

11,125 

„      Maintenance 

10,870     1   10 

448 

,,      Nursing  and  Medicine 

429  18     2 

1,862 

„      Office  Expenses 

1,987     3  11 

696 

„      Garden  Outlay 

801   16    9 

4,864 

„      General  Expenses    . . 

4,949  19  10 

1,662 

„      Provision  for  Depreciation 

1,834    4    9 

£37,169 

£38,844  15     9 

2,636    By  Balance  Deficit,  brought  down         . .         . .         . .         . .        8,607     5     3 

760      „  Balance,  Excess  of  Income  over  Expenditure  for  the  Year  . .  — 


£3,396 


£8,607     5     3 
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1954 

2,542 

941 

683 

1,490 


153 


LIABILITIES 

Sundry  Creditors: 

Tradesmen's  Accounts,  etc. 

Ministry  of  Education  for  Teachers'  Super- 
annuation 

Loan  from  Endowment  Fund 

Balance  of  Purchase  Money,  Albrighton  Hall 

Gardner's  Trust  for  the  Blind : 

Recitals: 
Balance,  1st  April,  1954 
Further  amount  received 


Less  Cost  of  Recitals  during  year  to  date 


£  s.  d. 

1,153  14  2 

1,032  6  10 

683  2  7 


BALANCE  SHEET 

£    s.     d. 


152  14  11 

250    0    0 

402  14  11 
150     5     6 


2,869     3     7 


252     9     5 


46,691 
5,078 


17,810 

1,000 

200 

5,488 


Endowment  Funds: 

College  Endowment  Fund: 
Balance,  1st  April,  1954 
Add  Legacies  .. 

Savings  Bank  Interest,  year  to  date 
Profit  from  Sales  of  Stock 
Special  Donation 


Less  Payment  re  James  Legacy      263  15,0 

Transfer  to  General  Fund 

for  Building  Purposes   24,925     3     9 


46,690  10  4 

864  11  11 

59  19  1 

311  10  6 

50  0  0 

47,976  11  10 


Alfred  E.  Beddow  Memorial  Fund 

Funds  held  for  Special  Purposes : 

Carnegie  Endowment  Fund     . . 
Hornshaw  Bequest 
C.  A.  Ward  Endowment  Fund 
Other  Funds 


■25,188 

18 

9 

22,787 

13 

1 

5,078 

5 

6 

17,810    0  0 

1,000    0  0 

200    0  0 

5,593  13  9 


27,865  18    7 


24,603  13     9 


82,076 


Carried  Forward 


55,591     5    4 
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AS  AT  31st  MARCH,  1955 


1954 


ASSETS 


s. 


Cash  at  Bank  and  in  Hand : 


4,684 

College  Endowment  Fund 

607  19 

11 

424 

Special  Funds 

442     5 

11 

10,076 

General  Fund 
Sundry  Debtors : 

5,862  17 

2 

College  Endowment  Fund: 

683 

Loan  to  General  Fund 
Special  Funds: 

683     2 

7 

34 

Income  Tax  Recoverable 
General  Fund: 

34  10 

0 

644 

Fees 

310    0 

0 

945 

Income  Tax  Recoverable 

833  18 

3 

463 

Recoverable  Expenditure 

463  17 

9 

Deposit  on  Organ 

349     4 

0 

146 

Sundry 

80     5 

11 

3,000 

Estimated  Claim  under  Consequential  Loss 
Policy 



270 

Deposit  on  Purchase  of  Freehold  Land    . . 
Investments  at  Cost  or  Estimated  Transfer  Value : 

— 

41,323 

College  Endowment  Fund 

21,496  10 

7 

5,078 

Alfred  E.  Beddow  Memorial  Fund 

5,078     5 

6 

14,731 

General  Fund 

1,684  15 

0 

Note:  In  accordance  with  an  order  made 
by  the  Minister  of  Education  on  4th 
November,  1949,  a  sum  of  £305  4s.  9d. 
has  been  invested  during  the  year  in  3  % 
Savings  Bonds  which  are  held  by  the 
Official  Trustees  of  Charitable  Funds. 


6,913     3     0 


2,754  18     6 


28,259  11     1 


Investments  held  on  behalf  of  Special  Funds  at 
Cost  or  Estimated  Transfer  Value : 

17,810  Carnegie  Endowment  Fund 

1 ,000  Hornshaw  Bequest 

200  C.  A.  Ward  Endowment  Fund 

5,467  Other  Funds 


17,810 

0 

0 

1,000 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

5,572 

15 

8 

24,582  15     8 


106,978 


Carried  Forward 


62,510    8     3 
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LIABILITIES— continued 

1954                                                                                              £    s.  d.            £    s.     d. 

82,076                                                               Brought  Forward  . .      55,591     5    4 

Unexpended  Income  Balances  of  Special  Funds: 

Balance,  1st  April,  1954           432  19  9 

Add  Interest  received  during  year  to  date     ..       190  11  8 


623  11     5 


Lew  Prizes  and  Grants  awarded        120  16     6 
Grant   to   General   Fund 
from  E.  W.  Allen  Fund  53     6     6 


174     3     0 


433  449    8     5 

General  Fund: 

Balance,  1st  April,  1954  . .         . .         . .  63,238    4    6 

Add  Interest  on  Savings  Bonds  re-invested    ..         49  17     6 

Transfer  from  College  Endowment  Fund 

for  Building  Purposes   . .         . .         . .  24,925     3     9 


88.213     5     9 

Less  Loss  on  Sale  of  Stock        ..       174  19  11 

Excess  of  Expenditure  over 
Income  for  the  year  to 

date         2,161  13     5 

2,336  13     4 

63,238  85,876  12    5 

£145,747  £141,917     6    2 
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ASSETS — continued 


1954 

£    s. 

d. 

£    s.     d. 

106,978 

Freehold  Estate,  Buildings,  etc. 

Row  ton  Castle: 

Brought  Forward 

62,510    8     3 

Balance,  1st  April,  1954 

. .  24,201     6 

7 

Additions  during  year  to  date 

. .          . .    4,633     7 

5 

28,834  14 

0 

Less  Depreciation 

..    1,441   14 

9 

27,392  19 

3 

Albright  on  Hall: 

11  <m 

Cost  to  date 

..47,173     1 

8 

74  ^£6    n  1 1 

Furniture,  Fixtures,  Appliances  and  Musical 
Instruments: 

Balance,  1st  April,  1954  4,795  16    0 

Additions  during  year  to  date  . .         . .       443  17    0 


5,239  13     0 


Less  Sales  . .         . .         . .  6    6    0 

Depreciation         ..         ..       392  10    0 


398  16    0 


4,796  4,840  17    0 


£145,747  £141,917    6    2 


We  have  examined  the  above  Balance  Sheet  and  Income  and  Expenditure  Accounts 
for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1955,  with  the  Books  and  Vouchers  of  the  College  and  in 
our  opinion  they  are  properly  drawn  up  so  as  to  exhibit  a  true  and  fair  view  of  the  state 
of  the  College  affairs  according  to  the  best  of  our  information  and  the  explanations  given 
to  us  and  as  shown  by  the  Books  of  the  College. 

MIALL,  HARPER  &  CO., 

Chartered  Accountants, 
9  Idol  Lane,  Eastcheap, 
10//*  June,  1955.  London,  E.C.3. 
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SCHEDULE   OF   INVESTMENTS   HELD   ON   BEHALF   OF   SPECIAL   FUNDS, 

31st  March,  1955 

Cost 

or  Estimated 

Transfer  Value 

£    s.     d. 

4,550    0    0 

..      13,260    0    0 

..      17,810    0    0 


Carnegie  Endowment  Fund: 

£5,653    7    6    4%  Consolidated  Stock  

£13,965  19    7    3£%  War  Stock,  1952  or  after 

(Market  Value,  £17,283    7     1) 

Hornshaw  Bequest: 

£1,000    0    0    3£%  War  Stock,  1952  or  after 
(Held  by  Official  Trustees  of  Charitable  Funds) 

(Market  Value,  £855    0s.    Od.) 

C.  A.  Ward  Endowment  Fund: 

£259    8    6    n°/0  Conversion  Stock,  1961 

(Market  Value,  £221  16s.    2d.) 

Francis  Joseph  Campbell  Memorial  Fund: 

£590    4    2    3£%  Conversion  Stock,  1961 

Elizabeth  Wills  Allen  Fund: 

£3,030    0    0    2|%  London  County  Council 

Elizabeth  Williams  Musical  Scholarship  Fund : 

£1,015    2    6    4|%  Commonwealth  of  Australia  Stock,  1960/62 

George  Thomas  Rose  Memorial  Prize  Fund : 

£382  15    2    3%  British  Transport  Guaranteed  Stock,  1978/88 

Dixson  Prize  Fund : 

£19  12  10    3£%  War  Stock,  1952  or  after 

Lady  Francis  Campbell  Prize  Fund : 

£33  17  10    3J%  Conversion  Stock,  1961  .. 

Philip  Lay  ton  Prize  Fund : 

£257  11     4    2\  %  Treasury  Stock 

Guy  Campbell  Prize  Fund : 

£50    0    0    2\%  Defence  Bonds     .. 

Dr.  E.  G.  Dowdell  Prize  Fund: 

£157  16  10    3£%  War  Stock,  1952  or  after 

Armitage  Prize  Fund : 

£6    0    0    Eastern  Bengal  Railway  Annuity,  Class  "B" 

melia  Campbell  Prize  Fund : 

£36    5     1     2\%  Consolidated  Stock         

(Market  Value,  £5,014    8s.    7d.) 


1,000    0  0 

200    0  0 

501  12  3 

3,000    0  0 

994  16  5 

500    0  0 

20    0  0 

26  17  11 

180  11  10 

50    0  0 

140    0  0 

133  10  0 

25    7  3 

£5,572  15  8 
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SCHEDULE  OF  INVESTMENTS,  31st  March,  1955 


General  Fund : 

£1,837    6    2    3%  Savings  Bonds,  1965/75  (Held  by  Official  Trustees 
of  Charitable  Funds)        . .         . .         ... 

(Market  Value,  £1,626    Os.     4d.) 


Cost 

or  Estimated 

Transfer  Value 

£    s.     d. 


1,684  15    0 


College  Endowment  Fund : 

£650    0    0    2-|-%  Defence  Bonds 

£1,350  0  0  3  %  Defence  Bonds  (£667  6s.  8d.  of  which  represents 
the  investment  at  par  of  the  proceeds  of  sale  of 
old  pianos) 

£3,213  15     8     3£%War,  Stock,  1952  or  after  

£2,000    0    0     3|%  Birmingham  Corporation  Stock,  1946  or  after 

£5,679    5  11     3  %  British  Transport  Guaranteed  Stock,  1978/88  .. 

£2,250    0    0    Central  Argentine  Railway  (In  Voluntary  Liquidation) 
Consolidated  Ordinary  Stock 

£624     1     5     3  %  British  Electricity  Guaranteed  Stock,  1974/77  .. 

1,389  Brown  Bayley's  Steelworks,  Ltd.,  2/6  Ordinary  Shares 

£200    0    0    4%  Japanese  Sterling  Loan,  1899,  enfaced   .. 

£753     0    0    Chase  Protected  Cultivation,  Ltd.,  Preference  Shares 

(Market  Value,  £25,017  15s.  lOd.) 


650  0  0 

1,343  0  0 

3,088  8  7 

1,975  4  0 

4,229  1  10 

777  7  6 

589  11  2 

8,132  12  6 

146  10  0 

564  15  0 

£21,496  10  7 


Alfred  E.  Beddow  Memorial  Fund: 

£5,134    2     1     3i%  War  Stock,  1952  or  after 


(Market  Value,  £4,389  13     2) 


£5,078     5     6 


27 


LIST  OF  DONATIONS  AND  SUBSCRIPTIONS 

FOR   THE 

GENERAL  PURPOSES  OF  THE  COLLEGE 

Received  from  the  1st  April,  1954,  to  31st  March,  1955 


Donations 

Subscriptior 

d. 

£    s.     d. 

Anonymous 

5     5     0 

Aston  Charities  Trust,  Ltd. 

4    4 

0 

Backhouse,  Mrs. 

5     0    0 

Ball,  Miss  F.  H 

!           3     3 

0 

Bayliss,  Mrs.  F.  E.   . . 

10    0 

0 

Beer,  Miss  E.  M 

1     1     0 

Brunswick  Methodist  Sunday  School,,  Newton-le- 

Willow- 

5 

(Col  lection) 

15 

0 

Buckle,  Miss  I.  R 

1     6    4 

Burton,  Messrs.  Montague,  Ltd. 

2    2 

0 

Campbell,  Miss  E.  L. 

1     1     0 

Cardeston  Church  (Collection) 

12     1 

0 

Cockell,  Miss  A. 

1     0    0 

Cooper,  Miss  Frances 

2    2 

0 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  Ltd. 

5     5 

0 

Cox,  E.,  Esq. 

3  16    4 

Cox,  Mrs.  N.  G 

5     9     1 

Cropper,  Mrs. 

2    0    0 

de  Quincey,  Mrs.  R.  A. 

1     0    0 

Desch,  Dr.  C.  H 

2    2    0 

Ellis,  Captain  A. 

10  10 

0 

Evans,  E.,  Esq. 

2    2    0 

Ezra,  Mrs.  M.  H 

5     5 

0 

Grant,  Mrs 

1     1 

0 

Henderson,  F.,  Esq. 

5    0 

0 

Home  &  Colonial  Stores,  Ltd. 

1     1 

0 

James,  Siward  Esq. 

1     0 

0 

Lewis,  Mrs.  S.  Waller 

1     0    0 

Moore,  R.  A.,  Esq. 

1     1     0 

Oswestry  Townswomen's  Guild 

2    0 

0 

Palmer,  C.  N.,  Esq. 

1     0    0 

Piaggio,  H.  T.  H.,  Esq. 

1     1     0 

Price,  W.  H.,  Esq. 

5    0 

Proctor,  H.,  Esq. 

5    0 

Rich,  T.,  Esq. 

5    0 

Sage,  Miss  H.,  and  Easter,  Miss  F. 

1  18     2 

Saint,  Miss  S.  W 

2    2 

0 

Saltoun,  The  Rt.  Hon.  Lord,  M.C. 

9     1   10 

Samuelson,  Lady,  O.B.E. 

2     2 

0 

Smith,  Miss  G 

5     0 

Southern,  Lady  B.    . . 

1     1     0 

Spittle,  S.,  Esq. 

1     1     0 

Strick,  Miss  E.  R 

1  18     2 

Todd,  R.,  Esq. 

2    2    0 

Twist,  Miss 

10    6 

Carried  forward    . . 

£69  13 

0 

£53  17    5 
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Donations 

Subscriptions 

£    s. 

d. 

£    s.    d. 

Brought  forward  . . 

69  13 

0 

53  17    5 

Wakeman,  Sir  Offley,  Bart. 

5    0 

0 

Walker,  Messrs.  W.  B. 

1     1 

0 

Warner,  Miss  L.  M. 

1     1     0 

Williams,  H.,  Esq. 

1     0 

0 

Woods,  Miss  S. 

1     1     0 

Zileri,  Miss  A.  S. 

5    0 

£76  14 

0 

£56    4    5 

Special  Donation  (for  buildings  being  erected  at  Albrighton  Hall): 
Founders'  Company  Charitable  Trust  . .         . .       £50    0    0 


29 


w 

hJ 

H 

cvo 

< 

U 

z 

o 

H 

£ 

o 

<* 

r\ 

W 

Q 

c* 

£ 

H- 

i— i 

ffl 

h-i 

on 

PQ 

Oh 

EC 
H 

o 

a 

00 

^ 

*\ 

o 

>H 

Ph 

tf 

o 

PQ 
oo 

w 

H-I 

H-I 
o 
u 

a 

00 

H-I 

p4 

< 

«< 

s 

tf 

o 

z 

H-I 

£ 

O 

« 

s 


CO 
43 

etf 

J* 

E 

.*2 

-4-» 

^3 

-»-» 

- 

'3 

I      £ 

<4- 

o 

C+H 

OS 

cU 

ON 

o 
1     ^ 

C/5 

"G 

'c3 

43 

l-H 

S-H 

CO 

Ph 

Vh 
CO 
> 

G 

CO 

43 

a 
<o 

43 

O 

6 
o 

C/5 

G 
> 

00 

CO 

-<-> 

*-> 

T3 

- 

u 

43 
O 

.G 

CD 
> 

S 

G 

C/5 

ft 

ss  to 
ture 
cribe 

o 

43 
o 

-G 

'55 

co  cs  x 

T3 

>> 
S 

X 

CO 

00 

J3 

o 

!  8  S3 

<o 

;£ft 

00 

6 

c+- 

o 

.3 

3 

o 
o 
_G 

CO 

42 

<*- 

o 

':     U 
:    CO 

:            O 

*G 

-t-j 

!  4D 

<—< 

u- 

>» 

(h 

o 

co 

CTJ 

1  "C 

O 

G 

.o 

G 

X 

*   O 

1/5 

q3 

4D 

G 

00 

I     Q 

1     £ 

c 

K 

o 

G 

T3 

CO 

G 
co 

/^N 

c*_ 

o 

h^ 

co 

40 

(75 

CO 

:      PQ 
W 

T3 

In 

co 

CCj 

(words) 
private 

o 

G 
+j 

CTJ 

C 
.60 

"oo 

H 

E3 

V-i 

t4 

£ 

O 

t*- 

O 

00 

13 

G 

o 

C/3 

°  - 

s 

G 

co 

43 

u 

00 

ft 

13 

co 

w 

ccJ 

o 

►J 

c 

00 

o 
u 

43 
co 

G 

CO 

CO 

_> 
"53 

-G 

G 

CD 

o 

"O 

< 

60 

CO 

u 

G 

^5 

*"^ 

43 

s 
ri 

c+- 
0 

o 
U 

C3 
43 

GO 

>> 

E 

o 

T3 

•G 
c/5 

CO 
V3 

;d 

J 

co 

V3 

8 

43 

O 

"c3 

C/5 

IS 

.a* 

43 
0 

G 
W 

CG 

s 

CO 

E 
o 

G 
G 
co 

u 

CO 

43 

CO 

CO 

43 
43 

cgK 

^ — ^c 

13 

G 
G 
G 

.G 
-G 

CO 

C*-4 

> 

43 

-G 

CO 

> 

a 

«+i 

X 

o 

C+-I 

jj3 

43 

■4-» 

c 

Cm 

o 
6 

G 

ccj 
O 

co 

CO 

43 

-t-> 

O 

CO 

u 
co 

43 

CO 

-G 

G 

o 

C3 

G 
co 

"1 

00 
-4-> 

G 

a 

ft 

CO 
C/5 
CO 

•G 

co 
o 

> 

G 

^_ 

>^ 

G 

13 

CO 

IS) 

T3 

CO 

a 

•  1-4 

CO 

d 

CTJ 

ft 
G 
o 
o 

o 

— i 

O 

o 
43 

CO 

1 

co 
o 

43 
oo 

o> 
42 

cu 
00 

o 
0 

u 

CO 

G 

CO 

GO 

1 

G 

1-: 

o 

E 

G 

09 

G 

i— i 

00 

CO 
ft 
CO 

43 
■(-> 

G 

g 

G 
ccj 

a 

OO 

-G 
X) 

< 

31 


FORM  OF  BEQUEST 


I  bequeath  to  the  ROYAL  NORMAL  COLLEGE  AND 
ACADEMY  OF  MUSIC  FOR  THE  BLIND,  for  the  general 
purpose  of  that  Institution,  the  sum  of 


free  of  legacy  duty,  and  the  receipt  of  the  Treasurer  or  one  of  the 
Treasurers  for  the  time  being  of  that  Institution,  shall  be  a  good 
discharge  for  such  legacy. 

N.B. — Any  property  may  now  be  given  by  Will  for  charitable  purposes. 

The  Will  or  Codicil  must  be  signed  by  the  Testator  in  the  presence  of 
two  witnesses,  who  must  subscribe  their  names  in  his  presence  and  in  the 
presence  of  each  other. 
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&opl  J5ormal  College 
for  ti)t  Plinb 


ALBRIGHTON    HALL, 
BROAD    OAK, 
SHREWSBURY, 
SHROPSHIRE. 


ROWTON  CASTLE, 
Near  SHREWSBURY, 
SHROPSHIRE. 


EIGHTY-THIRD 

Annual  import 


1955-56 
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WALKER,    PRINTER     SHREWSBURY 


Jftusrtta  Eux  in  Cenebrte 


Hopai  formal  College 

anti 

Utabemp  of  Jltusitc  for  tfje  pltnb 

FOUNDED  1st  MARCH,  1872 

BY 

Dr.  Thomas  Rhodes  Armitage  and  Sir  Francis  Joseph  Campbell 
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Since  the  foundation  of  the  College  in  1872,  students  have 
been  received  from  all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  the 
Commonwealth.  The  College  is  undenominational  in  character. 
Its  object  is  to  train  the  blind  to  earn  their  own  living  and  to 
render  them  independent  and  self-reliant  citizens.  This  is  an 
object  which  the  College  has  succeeded  and  continually  succeeds 
in  accomplishing,  and  there  are  now  many  hundreds  of  former 
pupils  living  full  and  useful  lives  independent  of  public  or 
charitable  aid.  Most  of  these  are  filling  their  places  in  the  world 
as  organists  and  teachers  of  music,  pianoforte  tuners,  clergymen, 
solicitors,  school  teachers  and  shorthand-typists.  The  College 
thus  makes  a  definite  contribution  to  national  economy  in 
effecting  the  complete  rehabilitation  of  many  disabled  persons. 

The  present  organisation  of  the  College  comprises  a  School 
Department  in  which  boys  and  girls  between  the  ages  of  twelve 
and  sixteen  years  receive  a  sound  general  education,  and  depart- 
ments for  the  training  of  older  students  as  musicians,  piano 
tuners  and  shorthand-typists.  The  School  Department  is 
officially  designated  as  a  Selective  School  for  children  chosen 
between  the  ages  of  twelve  and  thirteen  years  by  reason  of 
ability  and  promise  of  eventual  suitability  for  admission  to  one 
of  the  College  Training  Departments. 

Voluntary  effort  was  responsible  for  the  foundation  of  the 
College  and  has  continued  to  play  an  important  part  in  its  life. 
The  College  has  used  its  own  funds  freely  for  the  welfare  of 
blind  persons,  and  the  replenishment  of  these  funds  is  necessary 
to  enable  it  to  continue  to  help  its  students  in  ways  additional 
to  those  provided  by  Public  Authorities. 


OFFICERS   OF  THE  COLLEGE 


PRESIDENT 

The  Right  Hon.  LORD  HOWARD  de  WALDEN  AND  SEAFORD 

VICE-PRESIDENTS 

His  Grace  The  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 

His  Grace  The  Lord  Archbishop  of  York 

The  Right  Hon.  The  Lord  Mayor  of  London  (ex-officio) 

The  Master  of  the  Worshipful  Company  of  Clothworkers  (ex-officio) 

The  Master  of  the  Worshipful  Company  of  Musicians  (ex-officio) 

Colonel  The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Strathcona  and  Mount  Royal 

Sir  John  M.  Stirling  Maxwell,  Bart. 

TRUSTEES 

Colonel  The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Strathcona  and  Mount  Royal 

H.  H.  Hardy,  Esq.,  C.B.E.,  M.B.E.,  M.A. 

Hubert  A.  Robertson,  Esq. 

BOARD  OF  GOVERNORS 

*H.  H.  Hardy,  Esq.,  C.B.E.,  M.B.E.,  M.A.  (Chairman) 

♦HUBERT  A.  ROBERTSON,  Esq. 

♦Major  The  Right  Hon.  LORD  SALTOUN,  M.C. 

*R.  W.  HOLLAND,  Esq.,  O.B.E.,  M.A.,  M.Sc,  LL.D. 

(Vice-  Chairmen) 

The  Right  Hon.  LORD  AMULREE,  M.D. 

*N.  P.  BIRLEY,  Esq.,  D.S.O.,  M.C,  M.A. 

Sir  ADRIAN  BOULT,  M.A.,  D.Mus. 

Captain  E.  H.  T.  BROADWOOD,  M.C,  F.I.M.I.T. 

DAVID  BUCHAN,  Esq. 

♦Sir  JOHN  J.  CONYBEARE,  K.B.E.,  M.C,  D.M.,  F.R.C.P. 

E.  H.  DOWDELL,  Esq.,  M.A. 

♦W.  GUY  FOSSICK,  Esq.,  M.A. 

♦W.  V.  HIGBY,  Esq.,  M.A. 

Mrs.  PARKER  LEIGHTON 

Miss  GWYNEDD  M.  LLOYD,  M.V.O. 

♦C  W.  MITFORD,  Esq.,  M.A. 

The  Most  Hon.  THE  MARQUIS  OF  NORMANBY,  M.B.E. 

G.  THALBEN-BALL,  Esq.,  D.Mus.,  F.R.C.O.,  F.R.C.M. 

HON.  TREASURER 

♦Major  The  Right  Hon.  LORD  SALTOUN,  M.C. 

♦  Members  of  the  Finance  and  House  Committee 
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GENERAL  COUNCIL 

The  President 

The  Vice-Presidents 

The  Hon.  Treasurer 

The  Members  of  the  Board  of  Governors 

E.  Cox,  Esq.  Mrs.  M.  Ezra  Frank  Henderson,  Esq. 

OFFICERS  AND  STAFF 

Hon.  Ophthalmic  Surgeon 
Ian  C.  Fraser,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S. 

Hon.  Aurists 

W.  M.  Mollison,  Esq.,  C.B.E.,  F.R.C.S. 

S.  W.  G.  Hargrove,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S. 

Medical  Officers 

H.  D.  Gemmell,  Esq.,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

J.  B.  Longmore,  Esq.,  M.A.,  B.M.,  B.Ch. 

Dental  Surgeons 

Messrs.  Pocock  &  Dace 

Solicitors 

Messrs.  Shaen,  Roscoe  &  Co. 
Auditors 

Messrs.  Miall,  Harper  &  Co. 

Architect 
A.  E.  Williams,  Esq.,  L.R.I.B.A. 

Consulting  Architects 

Messrs.  Taylor  &  Young,  Manchester 

Bankers 
Barclays  Bank,  Ltd.,  Castle  Street,  Shrewsbury. 

MUSIC  DEPARTMENT 

*J.  Eric  Hunt,  F.R.C.O.  (Ch.M).,  A.C.D.C.M.,  Director  of  Music 

Miss  A.  M.  Laverack 
*A.  G.  Whitton,  L.R.A.M. 

T.  M.  Wynne,  M.A.,  B.Mus.,  A.R.C.O. 


SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT 

D.  P.  Jones,  B.A. 
G.  M.  Jones,  B.A. 
Miss  M.  R.  Jenkins 
Miss  N.  M.  Thomas,  B.Sc. 


PIANOFORTE  TUNING  DEPARTMENT 

Examiner:  Captain  E.  H.  T.  Broadwood,  M.C.,  F.I.M.I.T. 
Teachers:  ♦A.  G.  Whitton,  L.R.A.M. 
W.  A.  Adams 


TYPEWRITING  DEPARTMENT 

Miss  M.  Penny 

I.  M.  Doull 

Miss  D.  M.  Hunter 
♦Miss  J.  A.  Squires 
♦Miss  K.  Jones 


OFFICE  STAFF 

A.  Lidster,  M.A.,  A.C.I.S. — Bursar 

Miss  D.  M.  Harvey 

Miss  R.  A.  Loder 

J.  J.  Abbott — General  Assistant 

DOMESTIC  SUPERVISORY  STAFF 

Mrs.  J.  N.  Langdon — Lady  Superintendent 

Miss  M.  Hill 

Miss  C.  J.  Howells 

Miss  E.  E.  List 

Nurse  M.  E.  Thomas,  S.R.F.N. 

Nurse  M.  J.  Walsh,  S.R.N. 


PRINCIPAL  AND  SECRETARY 

J.  N.  Langdon,  B.Sc,  Ph.D. 

VICE-PRINCIPAL 

Miss  M.  Penny 

♦Blind  and  partially  sighted  Members  of  the  Staff 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  GOVERNORS 
for  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1956 

The  Governors  have  pleasure  in  reporting  that  the  work  of 
the  College  has  proceeded  satisfactorily  during  the  year  under 
review,  and  they  congratulate  the  teaching  staff,  as  well  as  the 
pupils,  on  the  examination  successes  recorded  on  another  page. 
Especially  do  they  recognise  the  achievement  of  Maureen 
Yeadon  in  being  awarded  a  Silver  Medal  by  the  Royal  Society 
of  Arts  for  success  in  the  Advanced  Typewriting  Examination, 
in  which  she  was  placed  first  in  the  Country.  They  also  con- 
gratulate Mr.  John  James,  a  former  student,  on  the  award  of 
the  Gold  Medal  of  the  Worshipful  Company  of  Musicians, 
awarded  triennially,  for  his  outstanding  success  in  the  January, 
1954,  examination  for  Fellowship  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Organists. 

Readers  will  be  interested  in  the  following  employment 
statistics  for  the  period  January,  1941,  to  July,  1955: 


Number  of  pupils 

completing  course 

or  attaining 

employable 

degree  of 

proficiency 

Number  known 
to  have  been 

remuneratively 
employed  in 

occupation  for 

which  trained 

Proportion  of 
those  trained 

entering 
remunerative 
employment 

Music  and/or 
Tuning 

92 

84 

91% 

Shorthand/ 
Typewriting 

207 

197 

95% 

Total    .. 

299 

281 

94% 

As  the  table  shows,  music  and  piano  tuning,  for  which 
occupations  most  of  the  students  were  prepared  in  the  early 
days  of  the  College,  have  for  many  years  given  place  in  point 
of  numbers  to  shorthand-typewriting,  which  increasingly  offers 
suitable  employment  to  the  blind.  Although  piano  tuning,  at 
one  time  regarded  as  a  pre-eminently  suitable  occupation  for 
blind  men,  often  yields  earnings  which  are  substantially  less 
during  the  first  few  years  of  practice  than  those  which  can  now 
be  obtained  in  some  less  skilled  occupations,  the  reports  of 
former  students  who  are  well  established  still  support  the  view 
that  piano  tuning  affords  a  good  livelihood  to  a  competent  and 


industrious  man  in  a  suitable  district.  It  also  affords  oppor- 
tunities for  trading  that  enable  many  men  to  build  up  profitable 
businesses  producing  considerably  higher  incomes  than  can  be 
earned  in  those  occupations  which  give  less  scope  for  initiative. 
Among  the  most  successful  former  students  are  men  who  com- 
bine the  occupation  of  piano  tuner  with  that  of  professional 
musician  or  teacher  of  music.  The  Governors  therefore  hope 
that  full  advantage  will  be  taken  of  the  excellent  provision  made 
for  the  study  of  music  and  piano  tuning  at  Albrighton  Hall, 
where  most  of  the  male  students  over  sixteen  years  of  age  entered 
into  residence  in  October,  1955. 

At  Albrighton  Hall  the  College  now  has  premises  and 
facilities  which  the  Governors  regard  as  adequate.  Similar  con- 
ditions will  be  provided  at  Rowton  Castle  as  soon  as  effect  can 
be  given  to  the  plans  which  have  been  approved  in  principle 
by  the  Ministry  of  Education.  It  will  be  appreciated  that  this 
great  building  programme  has  made,  and  will  make,  great 
demands  on  the  financial  resources  of  the  College.  The  Govern- 
ors therefore  ask  all  those  who  are  interested  in  the  College  to 
make  it  known  as  widely  as  possible  that  this  useful  charity, 
with  a  world-wide  reputation,  is  still  in  need  of  financial  support, 
and  they  particularly  request  that  this  fact  be  brought  to  the 
attention  of  those  in  a  position  to  advise  as  to  worthy  objects 
of  bequest. 

The  Governors  are  happy  to  report  that  seats  on  the  Board 
of  Governors  have  been  accepted  by  two  Shropshire  ladies, 
Mrs.  Parker  Leighton,  of  Oswestry,  and  Miss  Gwynedd  M. 
LLoyd,  M.V.O.,  of  Ruyton-xi-Towns. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Merridan,  Senior  Master  since  1939,  retired  at 
the  end  of  the  Summer  Term,  1955,  after  forty  years'  service  in 
the  College.  The  Governors  wish  to  record  their  warm  appre- 
ciation of  Mr.  Merridan's  long  and  meritorious  service  and 
trust  that  he  will  enjoy  a  long  and  happy  retirement. 

The  Governors  gratefully  acknowledge  the  subscriptions, 
donations  and  legacies  received  during  the  year,  which  include 
another  handsome  special  donation  from  the  Worshipful  Com- 
pany of  Founders,  and  they  offer  their  warmest  thanks  to  all 
who  have  helped  in  many  and  various  ways  which  have  con- 
tributed to  the  well  being  of  individual  pupils  and  of  the  College 
as  a  whole.  Especially  do  they  express  their  gratitude  to 
Gardner's  Trust  for  the  Blind  for  renewal  of  the  generous  grant 
to  provide  "Gardner  Recitals  of  Music."  They  also  wish  to 
record  their  grateful  thanks  to  the  John  Compton  Organ  Com- 
pany, Ltd.,  and  to  European  Office  Equipments,  Ltd.,  for  many 


services  in  their  respective  fields ;  to  the  American  Printing  House 
for  the  Blind  for  continuing  to  supply  free  copies  of  the  Braille 
Readers'  Digest;  to  the  Management  of  the  Granada  and  Empire 
Cinemas  at  Shrewsbury  for  free  entertainment  much  appreciated 
by  the  pupils ;  to  Mr.  C.  Whitaker  for  the  gift  of  a  grand  piano, 
and  to  Miss  Doris  Whittam  for  the  gift  of  a  shorthand  machine. 
They  again  have  much  pleasure  in  recording  their  appreciation 
of  the  valuable  co-operation  of  the  Shropshire  Education  Com- 
mittee in  providing  visiting  lecturers,  and  they  especially  wish 
to  thank  the  College  Medical  Officers  and  Consultants.  To 
Mr.  R.  E.  Lloyd  Jones,  Dental  Surgeon  to  the  College  since 
1941,  whose  skill,  kindness  and  patience  have  made  him  the 
friend  of  all,  the  Governors  offer  their  best  wishes  for  improved 
health  and  a  happy  retirement. 

It  is  a  great  satisfaction  to  the  Governors  that,  after  years 
of  living  in  very  cramped  quarters  at  Rowton  Castle,  Dr.  and 
Mrs.  Langdon  are  now  housed  adequately,  and  indeed  we  believe 
comfortably,  in  the  new  house  built  for  the  Principal  in  the 
garden  of  Albrighton  Hall,  together  with  the  administrative 
offices  under  the  same  roof.  Their  former  quarters  at  Rowton 
Castle  now  provide  suitable  accommodation  for  the  Vice- 
Principal,  Miss  Penny,  who  took  charge  in  September,  1955,  of 
the  whole  premises  there  which  now  house  all  the  girls  and  the 
younger  boys  up  to  the  age  of  16.  When  the  new  buildings  there 
are  carried  out,  they  will  be  as  well  and  as  adequately  accom- 
modated as  the  older  boys  and  young  men  are  at  Albrighton 
Hall. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Governors, 

H.  H.  HARDY, 

Chairman. 


10 


PRINCIPAL'S  REPORT 


October  6th,  1955,  is  a  red-letter  day  in  the  history  of  the 
College,  as  it  was  then  that  the  older  boys  entered  into  residence 
at  Albrighton  Hall.  They  very  soon  decided  that  the  accommo- 
dation and  provision  for  their  training  and  recreation  were 
altogether  satisfactory.  Within  a  couple  of  days  all  were  working 
effectively,  and  the  happy  spirit  of  co-operation  which  was 
immediately  evident  has  been  well  maintained.  Administrative, 
educational  and  social  arrangements  between  the  new  branch 
and  Rowton  Castle,  which  houses  all  the  girls  and  the  boys  of 
school  age,  have  all  proceeded  smoothly  and  according  to  plan. 
In  particular,  on  half-holidays  and  Sundays  pupils  from  each 
branch  take  the  opportunity  to  visit  the  other.  There  is  thus 
ample  opportunity  for  social  and  personal  contacts  in  a  com- 
pletely normal  way,  and  the  comprehensive  picture  is  that  of 
complementary  branches  of  the  same  organisation  rather  than 
of  separate  establishments.  In  one  important  respect,  however, 
the  continued  general  education  of  the  students  in  technical 
training,  the  practice  adopted  at  Albrighton  Hall  differs  from 
that  hitherto  followed  in  the  College  and  still  found  convenient 
at  Rowton  Castle,  where  continuation  classes  are  taught  by 
members  of  the  staff  of  our  own  School  Department.  At 
Albrighton  Hall,  where  the  full-time  staff  are  all  technical 
specialists,  continued  general  education  has  been  in  the  hands 
of  a  number  of  visiting  teachers  provided  by  the  Shropshire 
Education  Committee  under  its  scheme  for  Adult  Education. 
This  regular  contact  with  experienced  men  and  women,  who 
bring  a  freshness  of  approach  to  a  community  which  is  naturally 
somewhat  self-contained,  has  been  both  valuable  and  appre- 
ciated by  the  students.  At  Rowton  Castle  a  similar  stimulus  has 
been  provided  through  the  same  agency  in  the  form  of  bi-weekly 
lectures  by  experts  on  a  wide  variety  of  subjects. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Peterson,  Headmaster  of  Shrewsbury  School,  was 
the  Principal  Guest  and  Speaker  at  Speech  Day  on  July  20th. 
Mr.  Peterson  spoke  very  kindly  about  the  achievements  of  our 
boys  and  girls,  and  they  were  much  impressed  by  the  warmth 
and  sincerity  of  his  interest. 

The  "Gardner  Recitals"  have  again  brought  a  number  of 
visiting  celebrities  to  the  College.  They  included  piano  recitals 
by  Iris  Loveridge,  Denis  Matthews  and  Reginald  Paul ;  an  organ 
recital  by  Flor  Peeters ;  a  song  recital  by  Marion  Studholme,  and 
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an  instrumental  concert  by  the  Robert  Donington  Ensemble. 
Parties  of  pupils  have  been  to  concerts  in  Shrewsbury,  and 
advanced  music  students  have  attended  a  series  of  concerts  of 
chamber  music  at  Attingham  Park,  the  Shropshire  Adult 
College.  The  girls'  choir  from  Rowton  Castle  took  part  in  a 
successful  concert  organised  by  the  Shrewsbury  Branch  of  the 
National  Federation  of  the  Blind.  At  the  end  of  the  Christmas 
Term  there  was  a  most  enjoyable  Carol  Concert  by  the  Choral 
Society  at  Rowton  Castle,  where  the  traditional  Christmas 
parties  were  also  held,  the  one  for  Seniors  being  attended  by 
most  of  the  boys  from  Albrighton  Hall. 

At  the  annual  Braille  Reading  Competition  held  in  Man- 
chester by  the  Northern  Branch  of  the  National  Library  for  the 
Blind,  Margaret  Jackson  was  placed  first  in  Class  III ;  Jean  Allen 
and  Florence  Williams  were  first  and  third,  respectively,  in 
Class  IV;  Pat  Dodds  was  second  in  Class  V,  and  Eric  Peacock 
was  second  in  Class  VI. 

There  has  been  much  keen  football  and  handball  among 
the  boys  at  both  branches,  and  it  is  noteworthy  that  the  younger 
boys  at  Rowton  played  several  remarkably  close  games  against 
their  seniors  at  Albrighton.  Sighted  teams  from  both  branches 
have  played  teams  from  Alberbury  village,  and  honours  were 
roughly  even  in  home  and  away  matches  with  the  Birmingham 
Royal  Institution  for  the  Blind.  At  the  Annual  Sports,  held  at 
Rowton  Castle  on  July  13th,  the  Sports  Cup  was  won  by 
Campbell  House,  and  the  Armitage  Cup,  awarded  on  the  results 
of  competition  throughout  the  year,  was  won  by  Armitage 
House.  A  new  trophy,  a  silver  mounted  shield  which  is  the 
generous  gift  of  the  ship's  company  of  "Our  Ship,"  the  M/V 
"St.  Thomas,"  of  the  Saint  Line,  was  won  by  Campbell  House, 
and  Derek  Matthews  won  the  Victor  Ludorum  Cup  provided  by 
the  same  kind  donors.  New  records  were  set  up  as  follows: 
Senior  Boys :  60  yards — 7  seconds  by  A.  Mason.  Junior  Boys : 
High  Jump  (sighted) — 4ft.  lin.  by  J.  Watts;  Long  Jump — 
6ft.  8ins.  by  J.  Watts ;  Discus — 63ft.  by  J.  Harrop ;  Putting  the 
Shot — 34ft.  4ins.  by  J.  Harrop.  Girls:  High  Jump  (sighted) — 
4ft.  lin.  by  E.  Crowe  and  M.  Millward;  Long  Jump — 6ft.  9ins. 
by  H.  Newell;  Throwing  the  Football — 79ft.  7ins.  by  J.  Jubb; 
Putting  the  Shot — 29ft.  by  E.  Crowe.  All  the  arrangements  were 
efficiently  organised  by  a  committee  of  students  under  the  chair- 
manship of  Mr.  Parry  Jones  with  the  assistance  of  Miss  Jenkins 
and  other  members  of  the  staff.  The  College  troop  of  Boy 
Scouts  has  been  busy  under  its  new  Scoutmaster,  Mr.  G.  M. 
Jones,  and  has  been  very  happy  in  the  creation  of  an  official  link 
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with  its  former  Scoutmaster,  Mr.  W.  J.  Merridan,  who  has 
accepted  the  office  of  Treasurer.  Guiding  has  made  less  appeal 
to  the  girls,  but  the  Guide  Captain,  Miss  Hunter,  and  a  small 
number  of  enthusiasts  are  to  be  congratulated  on  keeping  this 
most  valuable  activity  alive  in  the  College.  College  Swimming 
Certificates  have  been  awarded  as  follows: — Elementary: 
M.  Wells,  F.  Elliott,  K.  England,  P.  Thompson,  W.  Tate, 
B.  Maindonald,  T.  Savage.  Intermediate:  W.  Tate,  B.  Main- 
donald,  T.  Savage. 

The  customary  indoor  activities,  mainly  organised  by 
committees  of  pupils,  were  followed  during  the  Christmas  and 
Easter  Terms.  Chess,  which  for  some  obscure  but  evidently 
effective  reason  unfortunately  fails  to  interest  the  girls,  claimed 
many  devotees  among  the  boys,  who  enjoyed  several  close 
matches  with  the  Priory  School,  Shrewsbury.  The  Senior  and 
Junior  Dramatic  Societies  at  Rowton  Castle  have  had  a  busy 
season,  which  included  a  drama  competition.  This  innovation, 
organised  by  Miss  Jenkins,  proved  most  successful  and  involved 
many  more  people  than  the  customary  end-of-term  play  which 
it  replaced.  Two  junior  boys,  the  winners  of  one  section  of  this 
competition,  who  gave  a  remarkably  mature  performance  of  the 
short  play  "The  Dark"  by  J.  Galloway,  were  asked  to  present 
the  play,  although  not  for  the  competition,  from  which  they  were 
debarred  under  the  regulations,  in  the  local  Youth  Organisa- 
tion's Drama  Festival.  In  the  same  Festival,  the  Senior  Girls 
presented  "World  Without  Men"  by  Philip  Johnson.  They  did 
not  receive  any  award,  but  they  gave  a  most  interesting  perfor- 
mance which  much  pleased  the  audience.  The  play  was  sub- 
sequently presented  at  Albrighton  Hall,  where,  needless  to  say, 
it  was  very  well  received  and  evoked  much  merriment.  At  the 
end  of  the  Easter  Term  the  Junior  Dramatic  Society  successfully 
presented  an  amusing  extravaganza  called  "The  Invisible  Duke" 
by  R.  Sladden  Smith.  On  the  initiative  of  Miss  Squires,  many 
of  the  Senior  Girls  have  formed  "The  Hostess  Club,"  which 
meets  regularly  to  discuss  matters  of  feminine  interest  and  has 
entertained  visiting  lecturers,  among  whom  was  a  representative 
of  Helena  Rubenstein,  Ltd.,  whose  advice  and  demonstrations 
were  deemed  especially  helpful. 

The  County  Youth  Organisation,  to  whose  officers  the 
College  has  much  cause  for  gratitude,  has  provided  several 
opportunities  for  our  pupils  to  enjoy  interesting  experiences. 
In  the  Crafts  and  Hobbies  Competition,  open  to  youth  of  the 
County,  one  of  our  girls  was  awarded  a  first  class  and  a  second 
class  certificate  in  the  Art  Section;  one  obtained  a  second  class 
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certificate  and  two  obtained  third  class  certificates  in  the  Literary 
Section.  Also  under  the  auspices  of  the  Youth  Organisation,  a 
party  of  junior  boys  and  girls  from  Rowton  Castle  was  taken  to 
a  rally  at  Ellesmere,  where  they  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
Mike  Hawthorn,  the  racing  motorist,  and  examining  his  car. 
Mr.  Hawthorn  subsequently  sent  the  College  the  cheque  he  had 
received  in  payment  of  his  fees  for  the  occasion,  and  with  this 
generous  gift  an  excursion  has  been  arranged  for  the  Summer 
Term. 

The  College  has  had  the  pleasure  of  entertaining  many 
visitors,  including  numbers  of  former  students  who  have  often 
been  accommodated  for  week-ends.  The  following  overseas 
visitors  were  warmly  welcomed:  Miss  M.  Griffin,  School  for  the 
Blind,  Brisbane;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  K.  Cheah,  Princess  Elizabeth 
School  for  the  Blind,  Malaya;  Mrs.  R.  Ko,  Social  Welfare 
Officer,  Hongkong;  Miss  M.  Armas,  Provincial  School  for  the 
Blind,  Cordova,  Argentine;  Mr.  F.  Ekrim,  School  for  the  Blind, 
Trondheim,  Norway;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johansen  of  Det  Kgl. 
Blindeinstitute,  Copenhagen;  Mr.  U  Po  Cho,  Principal  of  St. 
Michael's  School  for  the  Blind,  Rangoon;  Miss  Ayser,  Turkish 
United  Nations  Social  Welfare  Fellow;  Mr.  Gissler  and  Mr. 
Sjoberg,  United  Nations  Social  Welfare  Fellows  from  Sweden, 
and  Miss  Fazelbhoy,  India. 

The  following  examination  successes  have  been  notified 
since  publication  of  the  last  Report : — 
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SUCCESSES 


Associated  Board  of  the  Royal  Schools  of  Music 

Grade  I  Piano  Joan  Hines 


II 


Harold  Jones 
Eric  Peacock 
Mary  Stonehouse 
Richard  Warne 


Merit 


III 


Valerie  Briggs 
Anne  Butterton 
Mary  Henderson 
Hilda  Newell 


IV 


Enid  Dickson 
Richard  Greenhow . 
James  Harrop 
Doreen  Horwite 
Joan  Jubb 
Brian  Lewis 
Gordon  Tallentire 


Merit 


Valerie  Bowen 
Barbara  Langford 
John  Ranson 
Barbara  Wright 


Merit 


Theory  Valerie  Bowen 

Derek  Briggs 
David  Chappell 
Russell  Endean 
Royston  Green 
Barbara  Langford 
Clive  Moore 
Peter  Robinson 
Anthony  Tamburro 

Singing  Sylvia  Dean 

Evelyn  Dunn 
Margaret  Jackson 


VI 


Dorothy  Blackshaw . .  Merit 


Royal  Society  of  Arts 

Advanced  Shorthand-Typist's  Certificate — 

Edward  Davie 
Peter  Ricketts 
Anthony  Staples 
Barbara  Wei  ford 
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Intermediate  Shorthand-Typist's  Certificate — 

Peggy  Brown 
Barbara  Darkin 
Edward  Davie 
Marlene  Gooding 
Barrie  Haywood 
Margaret  Jackson 
Barbara  Langford 
Anthony  Staples 
Ronald  Winstanley 
Barbara  Wright 
Maureen  Yeadon 


Advanced  Typewriting — 

Maureen  Yeadon,  who  was  placed  First  in  the  Country,  was 
awarded  a  Silver  Medal 


Intermediate  Typewriting- 


Elementary  Typewriting — 


Rita  Jones 

.     First  Class 

Thomas  Poole 

.     First  Class 

Peter  Ricketts 

.     Second  Class 

Anthony  Staples    . 

.     First  Class 

Nadia  Vadamootoc 

►      First  Class 

Barbara  Welford    . 

.     First  Class 

Ronald  Winstanley 

Second  Class 

Barbara  Wright 

.     Second  Class 

Maureen  Yeadon  . 

.     First  Class 

Jean  Allen  . . 

.     Second  Class 

Peggy  Brown 

.     First  Class 

Barbara  Darkin 

.     Second  Class 

Marlene  Gooding 

First  Class 

Patricia  Hewitt 

.     Second  Class 

Margaret  Jackson 

First  Class 

Barbara  Langford 

First  Class 

Brian  Payne 

First  Class 

Ronald  Williams   . 

.     First  Class 

Barbara  Wright 

First  Class 

Maureen  Yeadon  . 

.     First  Class 

Jean  Causer 

.     Credit 

Stanley  Cunliffe 

Sylvia  Dean 

.     Credit 

Kenneth  England  . 

.     Credit 

Leslie  Hankinson  . 

.     Credit 

Sylvia  Hooker 

.     Credit 

Doreen  Horwite 

Margaret  Millward 

Credit 

John  Moore 

.     Credit 

Terence  Moulding 

Credit 

Joan  Nickisson 

Colin  Palmer 

.     Credit 

Brian  Payne 

.     Credit 

Donald  Peacock    . 

.     Credit 

Marlene  Peters 

.     Credit 

Thomas  Savage 

.     Credit 
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Elementary  Typewriting — cont. 

William  Tate  . .  Credit 

Douglas  Taylor      . .  Credit 

Diana  Tucker        . .  Credit 

Michael  Wells        . .  Credit 

Florence  Williams  Credit 

Kenneth  Williams  Credit 
George  Wilson 

Shorthand  at  100  words  per  minute — 

Peggy  Brown 
Jean  Causer 
Edward  Davie 
Barrie  Haywood 
Rita  Jones 
Brian  Payne 
Anthony  Staples 
Diana  Tucker 
Barbara  Welford 
Ronald  Winstanley 
Barbara  Wright 
Maureen  Yeadon 

Shorthand  at  80  words  per  minute — 

Jean  Allen 
Ian  Caulfield 
Jean  Causer 
Barbara  Darkin 
Sylvia  Dean 
Kenneth  England 
Barrie  Haywood 
Sylvia  Hooker 
Margaret  Jackson 
David  Linley 
Bryan  Maindonald 
Margaret  Millward 
John  Moore 
Colin  Palmer 
Brian  Payne 
Thomas  Savage 
Anthony  Staples 
William  Tate 
Douglas  Taylor 
David  Tinkler 
Diana  Tucker 
Michael  Wells 
Ronald  Williams 
George  Wilson 
Maureen  Yeadon 

London  Chamber  of  Commerce 

Shorthand  at  1 10  words  per  minute — 

Edward  Davie 

College  of  Teachers  of  the  Blind  Pianoforte  Tuner's  Diploma 

Fraser  Jones 

Peter  Robinson      . .     Honours 
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COLLEGE  PRIZES  WERE  AWARDED  AS  FOLLOWS 

The  "George  Thomas  Rose"  Annual  Memorial  Prize  for  progress  in  music: 
Dorothy  Blackshaw,  Keith  Bradley. 

The  "Eric  Dowdell"  Prize  for  general  musicianship:  Dorothy  Blackshaw. 

The  Pianoforte  Repertoire  Prizes : 

The  "Richard  Richmond"  Prize  (Seniors): 

Class  A:  Keith  Bradley,  Clive  Moore 

Class  B :   Marlene  Gooding,  Alan  Moseley 
The  "Mabel  Davis"  Prize  (Juniors):  Hilda  Newell. 

The  Organ  Repertoire  Prize:  No  award. 

The  "Philip  Layton"  Tuning  Prize  for  excellence  in  Tuning,  Repairing  and 
Construction :  Arthur  Woodhouse. 

The  "H.  J.  Kelly"  Tuning  Prize:  Arthur  Woodhouse. 

The  "Philip  Layton"  Prize,  awarded  for  the  most  industrious  work  through- 
out the  year:  Peggy  Brown,  Maureen  Yeadon. 

The  "Armitage  Prize"  for  Typewriting:  Edward  Davie,  Rita  Jones,  Barbara 
Welford. 

The  "Guy  Campbell"  Prize  for  Physical  Training: 
Seniors:  William  Tate. 
Juniors:  Derek  Matthews. 

The  "Dixson"  Annual  Essay  Prize:  Thomas  Poole. 

The  "Lady  Francis  Campbell"  Annual  Recitation  Prize:  Barbara  Darkin. 

Junior  Recitation  Prize :  Richard  Warne. 

Knitting  Prize:  Mary  Henderson. 

Form  I:  Gordon  Tallentire. 

Form  II:  Harold  Jones. 

Form  III :  Anthony  Mason. 

Form  IV,  The  "Margaret  Mace"  Prize:  Mary  Henderson. 

J.  N.  LANGDON, 

Principal. 
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LEGACIES  RECEIVED 

From  1st  April,  1955,  to  31st  March,  1956 


Clarke,  Miss  E.,  Executors  of  the  late 

Doughty,  Lt.-Col.  H.,  Executors  of  the  late    . . 

Keegan,  E.  R.,  Esq.,  Award  as  Executor  of  the  late  R.  J 
Esq.  (£1,320  South  African) 

Royston,  Mrs.  E.  E.,  Executors  of  the  late 

Sheffield,  Miss  M.,  Executors  of  the  late 


£ 

s. 

d. 

.  . 

1,000 

0 

0 

. 

1,429 

19 

6 

.  James, 

1,315 

1 

4 

■         . . 

100 

0 

0 

. 

170 

0 

0 

£4,015 

0 

10 

INFORMATION  FOR  INTENDING  CONTRIBUTORS 

The  Governors  wish  to  direct  the  attention  of  Annual  Subscribers  to 
the  fact  that,  by  agreeing  to  pay  their  subscriptions  for  seven  years  certain, 
they  would  enable  the  College  to  recover  income  tax  on  their  subscriptions, 

the  value  of  which  would  thus  be  augmented  without  extra  cost  to  the  donors. 
Examples  are  shown  below: 

Income  Tax  recoverable  Total  amount  received 
Amount  subscribed  at  8/6  in  the  £  by  College 

£    s.    d.  £    s.    d.  £    s.    d. 

10    0  7     5  17     5 

10    0  14    9  1  14    9 

200  197  397 

5    0    0  3  13  11  8  13  11 

Subscribers  desiring  to  benefit  the  College  in  this  way  are  requested 
to  complete  and  return  the  form  of  agreement  printed  on  a  later  page. 
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THE  ROYAL  NORMAL  COLLEGE  AND 


Income  and  Expenditure  Account  for  the 


1955 

29,894 

235 

60 

48 


8,607 


INCOME 

To  Receipts  for  Services  Rendered: 

„      Fees   . . 

„      Grant 

„      Repayments  for  Board,  etc. 

„      Sundry  Receipts 


£    s.  d. 

..40,551     7  3 

..       258     1  8 

25    0  0 

39    6  0 


Pupils'  Equipment  (less  amounts  paid  and 
including  amounts  received  in  respect  of 
previous  year) 


Balance  Deficit  carried  down 


102    7    2 


£    s.    d. 


40,976    2     1 

9,352    5    6 

£50,328     7     7 


To  Voluntary  Income : 

56 

„      General  Subscriptions 

45    2    5 

77 

„      General  Donations 

58    6    0 

3,399 

„      Unified  Collections 

..    6,707     5     9 

2,914 

„      Interest  on  Investments 

..    1,711     7    6 

8,522 

1     8 

2,161 

„  Balance,  Excess  of  Expenditure 
year  to  date 

over  Total  Income  for  the 

830 

3  10 

£8,607 

£9,352 

5     6 
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ACADEMY  OF  MUSIC  FOR  THE  BLIND 


Year  ended  31st  March,  1956 


EXPENDITURE 


1955 

£    s.     d. 

17,971     By 

Education 

..      16,465    2    4 

10,870      „ 

Maintenance 

..      17,319    9    4 

430      „ 

Nursing  and  Medicine 

888     7    0 

1,987      „ 

Office  Expenses 

2,343  13    4 

802      „ 

Garden  Outlay 

1,535     1     9 

4,950      „ 

General  Expenses 

5,265    0    9 

1,834      „ 

Provision  for  Depreciation 

6,511  13     1 

£38,844 

£50,328     7     7 

8,607    By  Balance  Deficit  brought  down 


9,352    5     6 


£8,607 


£9,352    5     6 
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LIABILITIES 
1955  £    s.    d. 

Sundry  Creditors: 

1,154        Tradesmen's  Accounts,  etc. 2,086  15    7 

Ministry  of  Education  for  Teachers'  Super- 
1,032  annuation 968    3     8 

683        Loan  from  Endowment  Fund  . .         . .       683    2    7 

Loan  on  Mortgage  (Secured  by  a  charge  on 
land  and  buildings  at  Rowton  Castle,  Al- 
brighton  Hall  and  Fox  Cottage)     ..         ..15,000    0    0 


BALANCE  SHEET 

£    s.    d. 


18,738     1  10 


252 


Gardner's  Trust  for  the  Blind: 

Recitals: 
Balance,  1st  April,  1955 
Further  amount  received 

Less  Cost  of  Recitals  during  year  to  date 


252  9  5 

250  0  0 

502  9  5 

233  2  6 


269     6  11 


22,788 


Endowment  Funds : 

College  Endowment  Fund: 

Balance,  1st  April,  1955 

Add  Legacies 

Savings  Bank  Interest  re-invested 
Profit  from  Sales  of  Stock 
Special  Donations 


22,787  13     1 

4,015    0  10 

17  11     9 

6,226  12    1 

212     7    0 


33,259    4    9 

Less  Transfer  to  General  Fund  for  Building 

Purposes         21,751  19    0 


11,507     5     9 


5,078 
30,987 


Alfred  E.  Beddow  Memorial  Fund: 

Balance,  1st  April,  1955       . .    5,078     5    6 

Less  Transfer  to  General  Fund 

for  Building  Purposes       . .    5,078    5    6 


Carried  Forward 


11,507    5    9 
30,514  14    6 
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AS  AT  31st  MARCH,  1956 


1955 

608 

442 

5,863 


ASSETS 


Cash  at  Bank  and  in  Hand : 

College  Endowment  Fund 
Special  Funds 
General  Fund 


£    s.    d. 


d. 


. .       752  19 

6 

. .       487     7 

1 

..13,269     5 

4 

14,509  11  11 

Sundry  Debtors : 

College  Endowment  Fund: 
683  Loan  to  General  Fund 

Special  Funds: 
34  Income  Tax  Recoverable 

General  Fund: 

310  Fees 

834  Income  Tax  Recoverable 

464  Recoverable  Expenditure 

349  Deposit  on  Organ 

80  Sundry 


683  2  7 

34  5  3 

1,369  12  1 

282  14  9 

699  15  6 

177  15  2 


Investments  at  Cost  or  Estimated  Transfer  Value : 

21,496        College  Endowment  Fund 10,071     3     8 

5,078        Alfred  E.  Beddow  Memorial  Fund    . .         . .  — 

1,685        General  Fund 2,000  10    9 


3,247    5    4 


12  071  14    5 


Note:  In  accordance  with  an  order  made 
by  the  Minister  of  Education  on  4th 
November,  1949,  a  sum  of  £315  15s.  9d. 
has  been  invested  during  the  year  in  3  % 
Savings  Bonds  which  are  held  by  the 
Official  Trustee  of  Charitable  Funds 
and  is  included  in  £2,000  10s.  9d. 
General  Fund  Investments. 


17,810 

1,000 

200 

5,573 

62,509 


Investments  held  on  behalf  of  Special  Funds  at 
Cost  or  Estimated  Transfer  Value : 

Carnegie  Endowment  Fund 17,810  0  0 

Hornshaw  Bequest        1,000  0  0 

C.  A.  Ward  Endowment  Fund           . .         . .       200  0  0 

Other  Funds 5,572  15  8 


Carried  Forward 
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24,582  15     8 
54,411     7    4 


LIABILITIES— continued 


1955 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

30,987 

Brought  Forward 
Funds  Held  for  Special  Purposes : 

30,514 

14 

6 

17,810 

Carnegie  Endowment  Fund 

17,810 

0 

0 

1,000 

Hornshaw  Bequest 

1,000 

0 

0 

200 

C.  A.  Ward  Endowment  Fund 

200 

0 

0 

5,594 

Other  Funds       . .         . .         

5,593 

13 

9 

24,603 

13 

9 

Unexpended  Income  Balances  of  Special  Funds: 

Balance,  1st  April,  1955 

449 

8 

5 

Add  Income  received  during  year  to  date 

Less  Prizes  and  Grants  awarded        71     9    8 
Grant    to    General    Fund 

190 

0 

0 

639 

8 

5 

from  E.  W.  Allen  Fund          73    6    6 

144 

16 

2 

494 

12 

449 

General  Fund : 

3 

Balance,  1st  April,  1955           ..         ..         ,. 

85,876 

12 

5 

Add  Interest  on  Savings  Bonds  re-invested   . . 

60 

8 

6 

Grant  for  Cottage  improvement 

356 

0 

0 

Transfers  for  building  purposes : 

College  Endowment  Fund 

21,751 

19 

0 

A.  E.  Beddow  Fund 

5,078 

5 

6 

113,123     5     5 

Less  Excess  of  Expenditure  over  Income  for 

the  year  to  date         830    3  10 

85,876  112,293     1     7 


£167,906    2     1 
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ASSETS — continued 


1955 
62,509 


£    s.     d. 


74,566 


4,841 


£141,916 


Brought  Forward 


Freehold  Estate,  Buildings,  etc.: 

Row  ton  Castle: 
Balance,  1st  April,  1955 
Additions  during  year  to  date 

Less  Sale  of  Trees 
Depreciation 


. .  27,392  19     3 
..       173     1     4 


Albrighton  Hall: 
Cost  to  date   . . 
Less  Depreciation 


Furniture,  Fixtures,  Appliances  and  Musical 
Instruments.: 

Balance,  1st  April,  1955 

Additions  during  year  to  date 


Less  Depreciation 

Motor  Vehicle  at  Cost 

Less  Depreciation 


27,566    0    7 


85    0    0 
1,374     1     0 


1,459     1     0 
26,106  19    7 


76,340    6    9 
3,817    0    4 


72,523     6     5 


4,840  17  0 

10,734  7  6 

15,575  4  6 

1,168  2  9 

609  16  0 

152  9  0 


£    s.     d. 
54,411     7    4 


98,630    6    0 


14,407     1     9 


457     7     0 
£167,906    2     1 


We  have  examined  the  above  Balance  Sheet  and  Income  and  Expenditure  Accounts 
for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1956,  with  the  Books  and  Vouchers  of  the  College  and  in 
our  opinion  they  are  properly  drawn  up  so  as  to  exhibit  a  true  and  fair  view  of  the  state 
of  the  College  affairs  according  to  the  best  of  our  information  and  the  explanations  given 
to  us  and  as  shown  by  the  Books  of  the  College. 

MIALL,  HARPER  &  CO., 

Chartered  Accountants, 
9  Idol  Lane,  Eastcheap, 
1th  June,  1956.  London,  E.C.3. 
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SCHEDULE  OF  INVESTMENTS  HELD   ON  BEHALF  OF  SPECIAL  FUNDS,* 

31st  March,  1956 

Cost 
or  Estimated 
Transfer  Value 
Carnegie  Endowment  Fund :  £    s.    d. 

£5,653    7    6    4  %  Consolidated  Stock  4,550    0    0 

£13,965  19    7    3£%  War  Stock,  1952  or  after  13,260    0    0 

(Market  Value,  £14,906  19s.  lOd.)  

17,810    0    0 

Hornshaw  Bequest: 

£1,000    0    0    3£%  War  Stock,  1952  or  after  1,000    0    0 

(Held  by  the  Official  Trustee  of  Charitable  Funds)  ======= 

(Market  Value,  £740    0s.    Od. 

C.  A.  Ward  Endowment  Fund: 

£259    8    6    3£%  Conversion  Stock,  1961 200    0    0 

(Market  Value,  £186  12s.    6d.)  ===== 

Francis  Joseph  Campbell  Memorial  Fund : 

£590    4    2    3£%  Conversion  Stock,  1961 501  12    3 

Elizabeth  Wills  Allen  Fund: 

£3,030    0    0    2£%  London  County  Council  3,000    0    0 

Elizabeth  Williams  Musical  Scholarship  Fund : 

£1,015    2    6    4|%  Commonwealth  of  Australia  Stock,  1960/62  ..  994  16    5 

George  Thomas  Rose  Memorial  Prize  Fund : 

£382  15    2    3  %  British  Transport  Guaranteed  Stock,  1978/88  ..  500    0    0 

Dixson  Prize  Fund : 

£19  12  10    3|%  War  Stock,  1952  or  after  20    0    0 

Lady  Francis  Campbell  Prize  Fund : 

£33  17  10    3£%  Conversion  Stock,  1961  ..         26  17  11 

Philip  Layton  Prize  Fund: 

£257  11     4    2\%  Treasury  Stock ..         ..  180  1110 

Guy  Campbell  Prize  Fund : 

£50    0    0    2\%  Defence  Bonds 50    0    0 

Dr.  E.  G.  Dowdell  Prize  Fund: 

£157  16  10    3£%  War  Stock,  1952  or  after  140    0    0 

Armitage  Prize  Fund : 

£6    0    0    Eastern  Bengal  Railway  Annuity,  Class  "B"  . .  133  10    0 

Amelia  Campbell  Prize  Fund : 

£36    5     1     2i%  Consolidated  Stock         25    7    3 


(Market  Value,  £4,494    4s.    5d.)  £5,572  15    8 
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SCHEDULE  OF  INVESTMENTS,  31st  March,  1956 


General  Fund: 

£2,235  13    7    3%  Savings  Bonds,  1965/75  (Held  by  Official  Trustees 
of  Charitable  Funds) 

(Market  Value,  £1,687  18s.    9d.) 

College  Endowment  Fund : 

£650    0    0    2\%  Defence  Bonds 

£1,350  0  0  3  %  Defence  Bonds  (£667  6s.  8d.  of  which  represents 
the  investment  at  par  of  the  proceeds  of  sale  of 
old  pianos)  

£2,250    0    0    Central  Argentine  Railway  (in  Voluntary  Liquidation) 
Consolidated  Ordinary  Stock 

£624    1  5  3%  British  Electricity  Guaranteed  Stock,  1974/77  . . 

£200    0  0  4%  Japanese  Sterling  Loan,  1899,  enfaced 

£753    0  0  Chase  Protected  Cultivation,  Ltd.,  Preference  Shares 

£6,150  13  3  2|%  Funding  Stock,  1952/57 


Cost 
or  Estimated 
Transfer  Value 
£    s.     d. 

2,000 

10 

9 

650 

0 

0 

1,343 

0 

0 

777 

7 

6 

589 

11 

2 

146 

10 

0 

564 

15 

0 

6,000 

0 

0 

(Market  Value,  £8,653  17s.    Od.)  £10,071     3    8 
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LIST  OF  DONATIONS  AND  SUBSCRIPTIONS 

FOR    THE 

GENERAL  PURPOSES  OF  THE  COLLEGE 

Received  from  the  1st  April,  1955,  to  31st  March,  1956 


Anonymous  . . 

Backhouse,  Mrs. 

Brunswick  Methodist  Sunday  School,  Newton-le 

(Collection) 
Burnell,  A.  B.,  Esq. 
Cardeston  Church  (Collection) 
Cockell,  Miss  A. 
Cooper,  Miss  F. 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  Ltd, 
Cox,  E.,  Esq. 

Cox,  Mrs.  N.  G 

Cropper,  Mrs.  F. 

de  Quincey,  Mrs.  R.  A. 

Evans,  E.,  Esq. 

Ezra,  Mrs.  M.  H. 

Gunter,  R.,  Esq. 

Henderson,  F.,  Esq. 

Hawthorn,  J.  M.,  Esq. 

Lewis,  Mrs.  S.  Waller 

Messent,  L.  A.,  Esq. 

Moore,  R.  A.,  Esq. 

Oswestry  High  School  for  Girls     . . 

Palmer,  C.  N.,  Esq.  . .         > . 

Piaggio,  H.  T.  H.,  Esq 

Price,  W.  H.,  Esq. 

Proctor,  H.,  Esq. 

Rich,  T.,  Esq. 

Sage,  Miss  H.,  and  Easter,  Miss  F. 

Saltoun,  The  Right  Hon.  Lord,  M.C 

Samuelson,  Lady,  O.B.E 

Smith,  Miss  G. 

South,  Miss  M.  F. 

Southorn,  Lady  B, 

Spittle,  S.,  Esq! 

Strick,  Miss  E.  R. 

Twist,  Miss  M.  A. 

Walker,  Messrs.  W.  B. 

Woods,  Miss  H.  M.  S. 

Zileri,  Miss  A.  S. 


Willows 


Donations 

Subscriptions 

£    s.     d. 

£ 

s.     d. 

2    6 

5 

0    0 

10    0 

1     0    0 

12    0    0 

1 

0    0 

2    2    0 

5    5    0 

3 

13     1 

5 

4    4 

2 

0    0 

1 

0    0 

2 

2    0 

5     0    0 

1     0    0 

5     0    0 

21     0    0 

1 

0    0 

10    0 

1 

1     0 

3  10    6 

1 

0    0 

1 

1     0 

5    0 
5    0 
5    0 

1 

16    6 

9 

1  10 

2 

2    0 
5    0 

2 

2    0 

1 

1     0 

1 

1     0 

1 

16     6 
10    6 

1     1     0 

1 

1     0 
5    0 

£58     6    0 


£45  18     9 
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SPECIAL  DONATIONS 

Towards  cost  of  new  buildings  at  Albrighton  Hall : 

The  Worshipful  Company  of  Founders 
Miss  E.  L.  Strick 

For  a  new  organ : 

V.  W.  Rodenhurst,  Esq. 
Mrs.  M.  N.  Rodenhurst 

F.  W.  Woolworth  &  Co.,  Ltd 

Bland  Bros.  (Tractors),  Ltd 


£ 

s. 

d. 

100 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

5 

5 

0 

2 

2 

0 

£212     7     0 
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FORM  OF  BEQUEST 


I  bequeath  to  the  ROYAL  NORMAL  COLLEGE  AND 
ACADEMY  OF  MUSIC  FOR  THE  BLIND,  for  the  general 
purpose  of  that  Institution,  the  sum  of 


free  of  legacy  duty,  and  the  receipt  of  the  Treasurer  or  one  of  the 
Treasurers  for  the  time  being  of  that  Institution,  shall  be  a  good 
discharge  for  such  legacy. 

N.B. — Any  property  may  now  be  given  by  Will  for  charitable  purposes. 

The  Will  or  Codicil  must  be  signed  by  the  Testator  in  the  presence  of 
two  witnesses,  who  must  subscribe  their  names  in  his  presence  and  in  the 
presence  of  each  other. 
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&oj>al  J^ormal  College 
for  tfie  WUub 


ALBRIGHTON    HALL, 
BROAD    OAK, 
SHREWSBURY, 
SHROPSHIRE. 


ROWTON  CASTLE, 
Near  SHREWSBURY, 
SHROPSHIRE. 


EIGHTY- FOURTH 

Annual  import 


1956-57 


WALKER,    PRINTER,    SHREWSBURY 


zA 


Jlusita  3lux  m  Cenebrte 


I&opal  formal  College 

an& 

^tatemp  of  jftusitc  for  tlje  pltub 

FOUNDED  1st  MARCH,  1872 

BY 

Dr.  Thomas  Rhodes  Armitage  and  Sir  Francis  Joseph  Campbell 

Registered  in  accordance  with  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948 
Certified  by  the  Ministry  of  Education 

Patron  : 
HER  MAJESTY  THE  QUEEN. 

Annual    i&cport 

1956  —  1957 

ALBRIGHTON  HALL  ROWTON  CASTLE 

BROAD  OAK,  SHREWSBURY  Near  SHREWSBURY 

SHROPSHIRE  SHROPSHIRE 

Telephone  No.  :  Telephone  No.  : 

"Bomere  Heath  279."  "Halfway  House  202." 

NOTICE 
Particulars  of  the  rules  and  terms  for  the  admission  of  pupils,  the 
general  organisation  and  courses  of  instruction,  etc.,  will  be  furnished  on 
application. 

All  communications  should  be  addressed  to  the  Principal  and  Secretary  : 
J.  N.  LANGDON,  B.Sc,  Ph.D. 

At  Albrighton  Hall 
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THE   ROYAL   NORMAL   COLLEGE 
FOR  THE   BLIND 


o 


Since  the  foundation  of  the  College  in  1872,  students  have 
been  received  from  all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  the 
Commonwealth.  The  College  is  undenominational  in  character. 
Its  object  is  to  train  the  blind  to  earn  their  own  living  and  to 
render  them  independent  and  self-reliant  citizens.  This  is  an 
object  which  the  College  has  succeeded  and  continually  succeeds 
in  accomplishing,  and  there  are  now  many  hundreds  of  former 
pupils  living  full  and  useful  lives  independent  of  public  or 
charitable  aid.  Most  of  these  are  filling  their  places  in  the  world 
as  organists  and  teachers  of  music,  pianoforte  tuners,  clergymen, 
solicitors,  school  teachers  and  shorthand-typists.  The  College 
thus  makes  a  definite  contribution  to  national  economy  in 
effecting  the  complete  rehabilitation  of  many  disabled  persons. 

The  present  organisation  of  the  College  comprises  a  School 
Department  in  which  boys  and  girls  between  the  ages  of  twelve 
and  sixteen  years  receive  a  sound  general  education,  and  depart- 
ments for  the  training  of  older  students  as  musicians,  piano 
tuners  and  shorthand-typists.  The  School  Department  is 
officially  designated  as  a  Selective  School  for  children  chosen 
between  the  ages  of  twelve  and  thirteen  years  by  reason  of 
ability  and  promise  of  eventual  suitability  for  admission  to  one 
of  the  College  Training  Departments. 

Voluntary  effort  was  responsible  for  the  foundation  of  the 
College  and  has  continued  to  play  an  important  part  in  its  life. 
The  College  has  used  its  own  funds  freely  for  the  welfare  of 
blind  persons,  and  the  replenishment  of  these  funds  is  necessary 
to  enable  it  to  continue  to  help  its  students  in  ways  additional 
to  those  provided  by  Public  Authorities. 
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OFFICERS   OF  THE  COLLEGE 

PRESIDENT 

The  Right  Hon.  LORD  HOWARD  de  WALDEN  AND  SEAFORD,  T.D. 

VICE-PRESIDENTS 

His  Grace  The  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 

His  Grace  The  Lord  Archbishop  of  York 

The  Right  Hon.  The  Lord  Mayor  of  London  (ex-officio) 

The  Master  of  the  Worshipful  Company  of  Clothworkers  {ex-officio) 

The  Master  of  the  Worshipful  Company  of  Musicians  (ex-officio) 

Colonel  The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Strathcona  and  Mount  Royal 

Sir  John  M.  Stirling  Maxwell,  Bart. 

TRUSTEES 

Colonel  The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Strathcona  and  Mount  Royal 

H.  H.  Hardy,  Esq.,  C.B.E.,  M.B.E.,  M.A. 

Hubert  A.  Robertson,  Esq. 

BOARD  OF  GOVERNORS 

*H.  H.  Hardy,  Esq.,  C.B.E.,  M.B.E.,  M.A.  {Chairman) 

♦HUBERT  A.  ROBERTSON,  Esq. 

*Major  The  Right  Hon.  LORD  SALTOUN,  M.C. 

*R.  W.  HOLLAND,  Esq.,  O.B.E.,  M.A.,  M.Sc,  LL.D. 

( Vice-  Chairmen) 

The  Right  Hon.  LORD  AMULREE,  M.D. 

*N.  P.  BIRLEY,  Esq.,  D.S.O.,  M.C,  M.A. 

Sir  ADRIAN  BOULT,  M.A.,  D.Mus. 

Captain  E.  H.  T.  BROADWOOD,  M.C,  F.I.M.I.T. 

DAVID  BUCHAN,  Esq. 

*Sir  JOHN  J.  CONYBEARE,  K.B.E.,  M.C,  D.M.,   F.R.C.P. 

*E.  H.  DOWDELL,  Esq.,  M.A. 

*W.  GUY  FOSSICK,  Esq.,  M.A. 

*W.  V.  HIGBY,  Esq.,  M.A. 

Mrs.  M.  E.  LEIGHTON,  C.B.E. 

Miss  GWYNEDD  M.  LLOYD,  M.V.O. 

*C.  W.  MITFORD,  Esq.,  M.A. 

The  Most  Hon.  THE  MARQUIS  OF  NORMANBY,  M.B.E. 

G.  THALBEN-BALL,  Esq.,  D.Mus.,  F.R.C.O.,  F.R.C.M. 

HON.  TREASURER 

♦Major  The  Right  Hon.  LORD  SALTOUN,  M.C 

*  Members  of  the  Finance  and  House  Committee 
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GENERAL  COUNCIL 

The  President 

The  Vice-Presidents 

The  Hon.  Treasurer 

The  Members  of  the  Board  of  Governors 

E.  Cox,  Esq.  Mrs.  M.  Wallraf  Frank  Henderson,  Esq. 

OFFICERS  AND  STAFF 

Ophthalmic  Surgeon 
Ian  C.  Fraser,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S. 

Hon.  Aurists 

W.  M.  Mollison,  Esq.,  C.B.E.,  F.R.C.S. 

S.  W.  G.  Hargrove,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S. 

Medical  Officers 

H.  D.  Gemmell,  Esq.,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 
J.  B.  Longmore,  Esq.,  M.A.,  B.M.,  B.Ch. 

Dental  Surgeons 

Messrs.  Pocock  &  Dace 

Solicitors 

Messrs.  Shaen,  Roscoe  &  Co. 
Auditors 

Messrs.  Miall,  Harper  &  Co. 

Architect 

A.  E.  Williams,  Esq.,  L.R.I.B.A. 

Consulting  Architects 

Messrs.  Taylor  &  Young,  Manchester 

Bankers 
Barclays  Bank,  Ltd.,  Castle  Street,  Shrewsbury. 

MUSIC  DEPARTMENT 

*J.  Eric  Hunt,  F.R.C.O.  (Ch.M).,  A.C.D.C.M.,  Director  of  Music 

Miss  A.  M.  Laverack 
*A.  G.  Whitton,  L.R.A.M. 

T.  M.  Wynne,  M.A.,  B.Mus.,  A.R.C.O. 


SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT 

D.  P.  Jones,  B.A. 
G.  M.  Jones,  B.A. 
Miss  M.  R.  Jenkins 
Miss  N.  M.  Thomas,  B.Sc. 


PIANOFORTE  TUNING  DEPARTMENT 

Examiner:  Captain  E.  H.  T.  Broadwood,  M.C.,  F.I.M.I.T. 
Teachers:  *A.  G.  Whitton,  L.R.A.M. 

*N.  J.  Tostevin,  L.R.A.M.,  A.R.C.O.,  A.R.C.M. 


TYPEWRITING  DEPARTMENT 

Miss  M.  Penny 

I.  M.  Doull 

Miss  D.  M.  Hunter 
*Miss  J.  A.  Squires 
*Miss  K.  Jones 


OFFICE  STAFF 

A.  Lidster,  M.A.,  A.C.I.S. — Bursar 

Miss  D.  M.  Harvey 

Miss  R.  A.  Loder 

J.  J.  Abbott — General  Assistant 

DOMESTIC  SUPERVISORY  STAFF 

Mrs.  J.  N.  Langdon — Lady  Superintendent 

Miss  M.  Hill 

Miss  N.  K.  Amos 

Miss  J.  Emery 

Nurse  M.  E.  Thomas,  S.R.F.N. 

Nurse  M.  J.  Walsh,  S.R.N. 


PRINCIPAL  AND  SECRETARY 

J.  N.  Langdon,  B.Sc.,  Ph.D. 

VICE-PRINCIPAL 

Miss  M.  Penny 

*Blind  and  partially  sighted  Members  of  the  Staff 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  GOVERNORS 
for  the  year  ended  March  31st,  1957 

On  Tuesday,  May  8th,  1956  a  gathering  of  Governors, 
former  pupils  and  friends  of  the  College  assembled  in  Westow 
Street  to  watch  our  President,  Lord  Howard  de  Walden  and 
Seaford,  unveil  a  memorial  tablet  placed  in  the  wall  of  the 
Westow  Street  boundary  of  the  former  premises  of  the  College 
in  Upper  Norwood.  The  inscription  reads  as  follows: 

"The  Royal  Normal  College 

and 

Academy  of  Music  for  the  Blind 

now  in  Shropshire 

occupied  premises  on  this  site 

until  the  outbreak  of  war 

IN  1939. 

THE   COLLEGE   WAS   FOUNDED   IN    1872 

BY 

The  Duke  of  Westminster, 

Mr.  C.  A.  Miner,  Dr.  T.  R.  Armitage 

and 

Sir  Francis  Campbell,  the  first  Principal." 

In  his  speech  Lord  Howard  referred  to  the  many  vicissitudes 
which  the  College  had  endured  since  leaving  London.  It  had 
endeavoured  to  maintain  its  old  ideals  and  standards,  and  he 
mentioned  some  outstanding  achievements  of  pupils  who  had 
left  during  recent  years.  He  spoke  of  the  Memorial  Gateway, 
now  vanished,  which  had  been  erected  in  1932  by  old  students 
to  record  their  grateful  appreciation  of  two  former  Principals, 
Sir  Francis  Campbell  and  his  son,  Guy  Campbell.  The  inscribed 
bronze  plaque  over  the  gateway  had  been  removed  to  Albrighton 
Hall,  but  the  stone  unveiled  that  afternoon  commemorated  the 
honoured  name  of  Campbell  in  Upper  Norwood,  where  the 
College  had  won  its  international  reputation  under  the  direction 
of  Principals  of  that  name.  It  also  commemorated  the  names 
of  other  Founders,  outstanding  among  whom  was  that  of 
Thomas  Rhodes  Armitage,  one  of  the  greatest  benefactors  of 
the  blind,  a  man  of  whom  it  had  been  said  that  his  influence  was 
so  widespread  that  the  blind  owed  more  to  him  than  to  any 
individual  after  Louis  Braille.  Lord  Howard  then  asked  the 
Mayor  of  Croydon  (Alderman  W.  Berners  Price,  J.P.)  who  was 
accompanied  by  the  Mayoress,  to  accept  the  tablet  on  behalf 


of  the  Borough.  In  his  reply  the  Mayor  said  that  the  College 
had  been  pointed  out  to  him  by  his  father  when  he  was  a  boy 
and  that  he  was  well  aware  of  the  great  work  it  had  done.  The 
members  of  the  Council  would  regard  that  day's  event  as  one 
of  historic  interest,  and  he  had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  the 
Borough  Authorities  would  take  every  care  of  the  tablet.. 

Among  those  present  were  Mr.  F.  C.  Armitage  and  Mrs. 
Dangerfield,  grandchildren  of  Dr.  T.  R.  Armitage,  and  Mr. 
Sidney  Campbell,  grandson  of  Sir  Francis  Campbell  and  son 
of  Mr.  Guy  Campbell  and  Mrs.  Louie  Campbell,  who  had 
been  successive  Principals.  The  memorial  stone  was  designed 
by  the  Architect  to  the  College  when  in  London,  Mr.  D.  G. 
Robertson,  to  whom  the  Governors  are  grateful  for  expert 
advice  freely  given. 

The  Governors  are  happy  to  report  satisfactory  progress 
in  the  new  building  at  Rowton  Castle,  where  its  completion 
will  create  the  same  comfortable  conditions  for  work  and  leisure 
as  are  found  at  Albrighton  Hall.  Because  of  continuously 
rising  prices  the  cost  of  this  building  and  its  furnishing  will 
inevitably  be  more  than  was  estimated.  The  difference  is  not 
at  present  large  enough  to  cause  anxiety,  but  it  will  further 
reduce  the  already  sadly  depleted  fluid  assets  of  the  College. 
In  itself  there  is  no  cause  for  regret  at  the  conversion  of  these 
once  considerable  moneys  into  pleasant  living  and  working 
conditions  for  the  blind  on  whose  behalf  they  were  administered, 
but  it  is  important  that  the  voluntary  funds  of  the  College  should 
be  replenished  in  order  that  it  may  be  in  a  position  to  meet  any 
contingency,  as  it  has  done  in  the  past.  The  Governors  therefore 
have  no  hesitation  in  asking  that  the  needs  of  the  College  be 
brought  to  the  attention  of  persons  who  may  be  considering 
suitable  objects  for  charitable  bequests. 

The  last  Annual  Report  described  the  organisation  of  the 
College  in  two  branches,  and  showed  how  a  step  primarily  taken 
for  reasons  of  expediency  in  consequence  of  the  fire  at  Rowton 
Castle  in  1953  was  already  giving  evidence  of  educational  and 
social  advantages  which  had  been  foreseen  and  but  for  which 
the  Governors  would  hardly  have  contemplated  such  a  break 
with  tradition.  A  further  year's  experience  has  confirmed  the 
views  then  expressed,  and  the  Governors  are  confident  that  in 
the  separate  establishments  at  Albrighton  Hall  and  Rowton 
Castle,  each  living  its  own  life,  but  both  in  close  contact  with 
each  other  and  under  the  same  general  administration,  the 
College  has  evolved  the  conditions  in  which  it  can  most  effect- 
ively make  its  special  contribution  to  the  education  of  the  blind. 


There  has  been  an  average  of  137  pupils  in  residence  during 
the  past  year.  The  places  for  boys  have  been  fully  taken,  but 
there  have  been  vacancies  for  girls  each  term.  Eighteen  students 
completed  their  training  during  the  year.  Sixteen  of  these  are 
known  to  be  suitably  employed,  and  one  is  following  a  supple- 
mentary course  of  training  elsewhere.  As  an  establishment  for 
education  and  training,  the  College  has  no  responsibility  for 
the  after-care  or  employment  of  its  former  pupils,  these  being 
needs  for  which  statutory  provision  is  made  through  other 
agencies.  In  practice,  of  course,  the  College  is  keenly  interested 
in  these  matters,  on  both  of  which  the  Principal  and  his  senior 
colleagues  are  always  ready,  and  are  frequently  called  upon,  to 
advise.  The  great  majority  of  recent  leavers  keep  in  touch  with 
the  College,  and  the  Governors  are  pleased  that  many  of  them 
have  enjoyed  its  hospitality  during  the  year. 

The  number  of  students  of  piano-tuning  has  continued 
far  below  the  capacity  of  the  facilities  for  training  at  Albrighton 
Hall.  As  stated  in  previous  Annual  Reports,  the  Governors  are 
concerned  at  what  there  is  some  reason  to  regard  as  a  policy  in 
some  quarters  of  avoidance  of  an  occupation  so  long  and  so 
successfully  practised  by  the  blind,  and  they  wish  it  to  be  known 
that  the  College  continues  to  receive  evidence  that  piano-tuning 
is  still  a  profitable  occupation  for  a  capable  and  industrious  man 
in  a  suitable  neighbourhood.  The  Governors  welcome  a  recent 
recommendation  by  the  Ministry  of  Education  that  the  College 
should  be  the  only  centre  in  England  and  Wales  for  the  training 
of  Blind  piano-tuners,  and  they  appreciate  the  co-operation 
of  the  other  institutions  concerned,  which,  they  understand, 
are  prepared  to  give  it  effect. 

The  Governors  again  have  much  pleasure  in  warmly 
thanking  the  many  persons  and  organisations  who  have  helped 
the  College  or  its  individual  members  during  the  year.  Promi- 
nent among  them  have  been  the  Placement  Officers  of  the  Royal 
National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  the  Birmingham  Royal 
Institution  for  the  Blind,  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  Local 
Welfare  Committees.  To  its  Medical  Officers  and  Consultants 
the  College  has,  as  always,  had  much  cause  for  gratitude.  The 
"Gardner  Recitals  of  Music"  have  again  provided  opportunity 
for  the  College  to  hear  eminent  artists,  and  the  Governors  much 
appreciate  the  generous  grant  from  Gardner's  Trust  for  the  Blind 
which  makes  these  recitals  possible.  They  also  wish  to  record 
their  grateful  thanks  to  the  John  Compton  Organ  Co.  Ltd., 
and  European  Office  Equipments,  Ltd.  for  many  services  in 
their  respective  fields;  to  the  American  Printing  House  for  the 
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Blind  for  continuing  to  supply  free  copies  of  the  Braille  Readers' 
Digest ;  to  the  Management  of  the  Granada  and  Empire  Cinemas 
in  Shrewsbury  for  free  entertainment  much  appreciated  by  the 
pupils;  to  the  Shropshire  Education  Committee,  under  whose 
auspices  regular  lectures  have  been  given  at  both  branches  of 
the  College;  to  Messrs.  Boosey  &  Hawkes,  Ltd.,  and  Messrs. 
Besson  &  Co.  Ltd.  for  gifts  of  musical  instruments,  and  to  Mr. 
S.  Spittle,  Miss  Doris  Whittam  and  Miss  Ray  Sprintz  for  gifts 
of  Braille  literature  and  music.  Finally  they  gratefully  acknow- 
ledge the  subscriptions,  donations  and  legacies  received  during 
the  year. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Governors, 

H.  H.  HARDY, 

Chairman. 


11 


PRINCIPALS  REPORT 

While  examination  results  and  employment  statistics  pro- 
vide an  obvious  measure  of  a  school's  success,  the  kind  of 
people  its  boys  and  girls  become  is  equally  important.  During 
the  past  year  the  Staff  at  both  branches  of  the  College  have 
had  ample  opportunity  for  assessment  of  the  latter  kind  and 
have  found  much  cause  for  encouragement  therein.  In  addition 
to  the  large  number  of  individual  visitors,  an  official  reunion 
of  old  students  was  held  from  July  27th  to  30th,  when  some 
eighty  guests  were  accommodated  at  Rowton  Castle.  The 
weather,  which  had  smiled  on  the  initial  assembly  and  then 
made  the  taking  of  the  group  photograph  out  of  doors  a  little 
risky,  deteriorated  into  a  continuous  downpour  on  the  Sunday, 
when  the  whole  party  visited  Albrighton  Hall.  The  guests  were 
not  depressed,  however,  and  all  were  delighted  with  the  space 
and  grace  of  the  new  premises  and  the  comfort  of  the  appart- 
ments.  They  were  pleased  to  hear  that  similar  amenities  would 
shortly  be  provided  at  Rowton  Castle.  The  programme  was 
kept  as  free  as  possible  for  guests  to  follow  their  own  inclinations 
which,  as  at  all  reunions,  were  mainly  conversational,  but 
impressive  memories  remain  of  the  singing  at  Morning  Prayers 
and  of  the  Service  conducted  by  the  Rural  Dean,  the  Vicar  of 
Alberbury  and  Cardeston.  It  was  a  happy  week-end  for  all. 
Another  pleasant  social  occasion  bringing  old  students  back 
to  the  College  was  a  handball  match  between  Past  and  Present, 
which  was  won  by  the  latter  after  a  keenly  contested  game. 

Speech  Day  was  held  at  Rowton  Castle  on  June  29th.  In 
the  unfortunate  absence  through  illness  of  Dr.  Holland,  the 
place  of  the  Principal  Guest  and  Speaker  was  very  kindly  taken 
by  the  Rev.  A.  G.  G.  C.  Pentreath,  M.A.,  Headmaster  of 
Cheltenham  College,  who  distributed  the  prizes  and  gave  an 
inspiring  address.  There  were  the  customary  displays  of  country 
dancing,  physical  education  and  work  of  the  various  depart- 
ments of  the  College. 

There  were  several  good  performances  at  the  College 
Sports  which  were  held  at  Rowton  Castle  on  July  7th  and  at 
Albrighton  Hall  on  July  11th.  At  Rowton  Castle  the  Sports 
Cup  and  the  Armitage  Cup,  the  latter  awarded  on  House  com- 
petitions throughout  the  year,  were  both  won  by  Campbell 
House,  as  was  also  the  Junior  Shield  presented  by  the  School's 
ship,  M/V  "St.  Thomas."  There  was  a  good  all-round  measure 
of  performance,  the  Victor  Ludorum  Cup  being  won  by  Beryl 
Mason. 
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Ih  a  series  of  Athletic  Meetings  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Shropshire  Education  Committee's  Youth  Service,  boys  and 
girls  from  the  College  were  placed  in  many  events.  Several  were 
chosen  to  represent  Central  Shropshire  in  the  Area  Athletics 
Meetings,  and  three  were  chosen  to  represent  the  County  at 
the  West  Midlands  Athletics  Meeting  held  at  Stoke-on-Trent. 
Sighted  teams  from  the  College  have  played  football  and  table 
tennis  against  teams  from  local  schools  and  youth  clubs. 
Surprisingly  enough,  visual  disability  seems  to  affect  football 
more  seriously  than  table  tennis,  for  in  the  former  game  they 
lost  all  their  matches,  while  in  the  latter  they  won  more  often 
than  they  lost.  A  team  from  Albrighton  Hall  visited  Worcester 
College  for  the  Blind  for  an  Athletics  Meeting  in  which  Wor- 
cester old  boys  also  took  part.  There  was  very  keen  competi- 
tion, the  result  being  in  the  balance  right  up  to  the  time  of  the 
last  event,  at  the  end  of  which  the  present  Worcester  boys 
were  first  and  our  boys  third. 

The  Senior  and  Junior  Chess  Clubs  have  been  enthusi- 
astically supported  and  both  have  enjoyed — and  lost — several 
matches  with  the  Priory  School  for  Boys  in  Shrewsbury.  Our 
Scouts  and  Guides  have  followed  their  customary  activities. 
There  has  been  a  most  gratifying  increase  in  the  number  of  the 
latter,  and  to  this  we  are  indebted  to  Miss  Simmonds  of  Shrews- 
bury, who  has  been  Guide  Captain  for  most  of  the  year. 
Marlene  Peters,  one  of  our  senior  girls,  has  been  an  able 
Lieutenant.  The  Hostess  Club  has  continued  to  hold  regular 
meetings  on  matters  of  feminine  interest. 

Both  branches  of  the  College  have  taken  part  in  activities 
organised  by  the  Shrewsbury  and  Atcham  Youth  Committee. 
Among  these  was  an  Impromptu  Speaking  Competition  in 
which  the  Albrighton  boys  were  placed  second.  In  the  Drama 
Festival  under  the  auspices  of  the  same  organisation  the  Drama- 
tic Society  at  Rowton  Castle  presented  the  play  "Tempest"  by 
Evelyn  Kings  wood.  At  the  end  of  the  Christmas  Term  the 
Junior  Dramatic  Society  presented  two  plays,  "The  Doubtful 
Misfortune  of  Li  Sing"  by  Neil  Tuson,  and  "Chez  Boguskovsky" 
by  A.  F.  Talbot.  Both  were  well  acted  and  caused  much  merri- 
ment. 

Recitals  of  music,  for  which  the  College  continues  to  be 
indebted  to  the  generosity  of  Gardner's  Trust  for  the  Blind, 
were  most  enjoyable  occasions.  "Gardner  Recitals"  were  given 
by  the  following  artists :  Maureen  Forrester,  songs,  accompanied 
by  Hubert  Greenslade;  Jennifer  Vyvyan,  songs,  accompanied 
by  Norman  Franklin;  the  Carl  Dolmetsch  Quartet,  music  on 
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old  instruments;  Joan  and  Valerie  Trimble,  piano  duels; 
Dr.  H.  W.  Sumsion,  organ;  Nancy  Evans,  songs,  accompanied 
by  Norman  Franklin.  A  party  of  students  was  taken  to  New- 
town to  hear  a  concert  by  the  Halle  Orchestra,  and  advanced 
music  students  have  attended  a  series  of  concerts  of  chamber 
music  at  Attingham  Park,  the  Shropshire  Adult  College. 

At  the  annual  Braille  Reading  Competition  held  in  Man- 
chester by  the  Northern  Branch  of  the  National  Library  for  the 
Blind,  the  Coronation  Cup  was  won  by  Richard  Warne,  Eric 
Peacock  being  second  in  the  same  competition ;  the  Blanesburgh 
Cup  was  won  by  Jean  Allen — Brian  Payne  was  third.  Rosemary 
Spittle  and  Margaret  Jackson  were  first  and  third  respectively 
in  Class  III;  Florence  Williams,  Clive  Moore  and  Enid  Dickson 
were  first,  second  and  third  respectively  in  Class  IV,  and  James 
Harrop  was  second  in  Class  V. 

Examination  successes  are  reported  in  detail  elsewhere, 
but  special  mention  should  be  made  of  the  Silver  Medal  awarded 
by  the  Royal  Society  of  Arts  to  Peggy  Brown  in  the  Advanced 
Typewriting  examination,  and  the  Bronze  Medal  awarded  by 
the  same  Society  to  Diana  Tucker  in  the  Intermediate  Short- 
hand-typist's Certificate  examination.  Outstanding  also  were 
the  awards  of  prizes  to  Brian  Payne,  Jean  Causer,  Diana  Tucker 
and  William  Tate  in  the  London  Chamber  of  Commerce 
examination  in  Shorthand  at  1 1 0  words  per  minute.  We  were 
delighted  to  hear  that  Miss  Squires,  on  the  Staff  of  the  Type- 
writing Department,  had  taken  first  place,  and  been  awarded 
the  Arthur  Pearson  Prize,  in  the  examination  for  the  School 
Teachers  Diploma  of  the  College  of  Teachers  of  the  Blind. 

During  the  year  the  College  has  had  the  pleasure  of  enter- 
taining many  visitors.  These  have  included  members  of  the 
staffs  of  schools  and  the  following  overseas  visitors:  Miss 
Fazalbhoy  of  India ;  Mr.  Kingsley  C.  Dassanaike  and  family, 
Ceylon  School  for  the  Blind;  Mr.  Amal  Shah,  Calcutta  School 
for  the  Blind;  Father  Boury,  Crusade  for  the  Blind,  France,  and 
Mr.  Ernest  C.  Park,  Director  of  the  New  South  Wales  Institution 
for  the  Deaf  and  Blind,  who  was  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Park. 
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Successes 

Royal  Academy  of  Music 

Licentiateship  Diploma — Piano  (Teacher) — Dorothy  Blackshaw 


Associated  Board  of  the  Royal  Schools  of  Music 


Grade  I 

Piano 

Rosemary  Spittle 

Grade  II 

Piano 

Gordon  Atkinson 
Rosemary  Spittle 

Grade  III 

Piano 

Jacqueline  Burridge 
Doreen  Drysdale 
Joy  Gilbey 
Richard  Warne 

Grade  IV 

Piano 

Anne  Butterton 
Joy  Gilbey 
Miriam  Hayward 
Hilda  Newell 
Marlene  Peters 

Grade  V 

Piano 

Peter  Cook 
Richard  Greenhow 
James  Harrop 
Doreen  Horwite 

Grade  V 

Theory 

Enid  Dickson 
Evelyn  Dunn 
Doreen  Horwite 
Alan  Moseley 
John  Ranson 

Grade  VI 

Piano 

Valerie  Bowen 
Russell  Endean 
Anthony  Tamburro 

Grade  VII 

Piano 

Derek  Briggs 
Christopher  Brooks 
Clive  Moore 
Peter  Robinson 

Merit 


Merit 

Merit 
Merit 


Merit 
Merit 


Grade  VIII      Singing         Dorothy  Blackshaw 

Royal  Society  of  Arts 

Advanced  Shorthand-Typist's  Certificate — 

William  Tate 
Barbara  Wright 

Intermediate  Shorthand-Typist's  Certificate — 

Diana  Tucker  was  awarded  the  Society's  Bronze  Medal 
Jean  Allen 
Jean  Causer 
Sylvia  Dean 
Kenneth  England 
Sylvia  Hooker 
Margaret  Millward 
John  Moore 
Donald  Peacock 
Diana  Tucker 
Florence  Williams 
Kenneth  Williams 
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Advanced  Typewriting- 
Peggy  Brown  was  awarded  the  Society^  Silver  Medal 


Intermediate  Typewriting — 


Elementary  Typewriting- 


Peggy  Brown 

.     First  Class 

Jean  Causer 

.     Second  Class 

Sylvia  Dean 

.     Second  Class 

Marlene  Gooding 

.     Second  Class 

Sylvia  Hooker 

.     Second  Class 

Barrie  Haywood 

.     Second  Class 

Barbara  Langford 

.     Second  Class 

Margaret  Mill  ward 

.     Second  Class 

Brian  Payne 

.     Second  Class 

William  Tate 

.     First  Class 

Jean  Causer 

.     First  Class 

Stanley  Cunliffe     . . 

.     Second  Class 

Sylvia  Dean 

.     First  Class 

Kenneth  England  . . 

.     First  Class 

Patricia  Hewitt 

.     Second  Class 

Leslie  Hankinson  . . 

.     Second  Class 

Sylvia  Hooker 

.     Second  Class 

Margaret  Millward 

.     First  Class 

John  Moore 

.     First  Class 

Terence  Moulding 

.     First  Class 

Colin  Palmer 

.     First  Class 

Donald  Peacock    . . 

.     First  Class 

Thomas  Savage 

.     First  Class 

William  Tate 

.     Second  Class 

Douglas  Taylor 

.     Second  Class 

Diana  Tucker 

.     First  Class 

Michael  Wells 

.     First  Class 

Barry  Wilkinson    . . 

.     Second  Class 

Florence  Williams 

.     First  Class 

Kenneth  Williams 

.     First  Class 

George  Wilson 

.     First  Class 

Brian  Battle 

.     Credit 

Valerie  Bowen 

Ian  Caulfield 

.     Credit 

Elsie  Crowe 

Enid  Dickson 

.     Credit 

Evelyn  Dunn 

.     Credit 

Peter  Eddon 

.     Credit 

Shirley  Hitchcock 

.     Credit 

Keith  Hughes 

.     Credit 

Alun  Jones 

.     Credit 

Joan  Jubb 

.     Credit 

Roy  Leigh 

William  O'Brien    . . 

.     Credit 

Stewart  Ruffell 

Paul  Thompson 

David  Tinkler 

.     Credit 

John  Wells 

Leslie  Whittle 

.     Credit 
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Shorthand  at  100  words  per  minute — 

Jean  Allen 
Brian  Battle 
Jan  Caulfield 
Kenneth  England 
Marlene  Gooding 
Margaret  Jackson 
Barbara  Langford 
John  Moore 
Colin  Palmer 
Thomas  Savage 
William  Tate 
David  Tinkler 
Michael  Wells 
Florence  Williams 

Shorthand  at  80  words  per  minute — 

Brian  Battle 
Valerie  Bowen 
Enid  Dickson 
Patricia  Dodds 
Frank  Elliott 
Leslie  Hankinson 
Shirley  Hitchcock 
Doreen  Horwite 
Keith  Hughes 
Joan  Jubb 
Roy  Leigh 
Joan  Nickisson 
Donald  Peacock 
Paul  Thompson 
John  Wells 
Florence  Williams 
Kenneth  Williams 

London  Chamber  of  Commerce 

Shorthand  at  120  words  per  minute — 

Jean  Causer        . .     Distinction 

Shorthand  at  110  words  per  minute — 

Jean  Causer        . .     Distinction      . .     Prize  of  £2 

John  Moore 

Brian  Payne       . .     Distinction      . .     Prize  of  £1 

William  Tate      ..     Distinction      ..     Prize  of  £1 

David  Tinkler 

Diana  Tucker     . .     Distinction      . .     Prize  of  £2 

College  of  Teachers  of  the  Blind  Pianoforte  Tuner's  Diploma 

Derek  Briggs 

Certificates  for  Swimming  were  awarded  as  follows: 

Elementary — 

Frank  Elliott 
Kenneth  England 
Brian  Maindonald 
Thomas  Savage 
William  Tate 
Paul  Thompson 
Michael  Wells 
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Intermediate — 


Advanced- 


Bryan  Maindonald 
Thomas  Savage 
William  Tate 
Michael  Wells 

Brvan  Maindonald 
William  Tate 


COLLEGE  PRIZES  WERE  AWARDED  AS  FOLLOWS 


The  "George  Thomas  Rose"  Annual  Memorial  Prize 
for  Progress  in  Music 

The  "Eric  Dowdell"  Prize  for  general  musicianship 
The  Pianoforte  Prizes : 

"Richard  Richmond"  Prize — 

Albright  on  Hall  (Seniors)   Class  A 

Class  B 
The  "Amelia  Campbell"  Prize: 
Rowton  Castle  (Seniors)     Class  A 


The  "Mabel  Davis"  Prize- 
Juniors 


Class  B 

Class  A 
Class  B 


The  Organ  Prize: 

Albrighton  Hall        . .         

Rowton  Castle 

The  "Philip  Lay  ton"  Tuning  Prize  for  excellence  in 
Tuning,  Repairing  and  Construction 

The  "H.  J.  Kelley"  Memorial  Prize 

The  "Philip  Layton"  Prize,  awarded  for  the  most 
industrious  work  throughout  the  year 

The  "Armitage"  Prize  for  Typewriting: 

Albrighton  Hall        

Rowton  Castle 

The  "Guy  Campbell"  Prize  for  Physical  Training: 
Seniors 
Juniors 

The  "Dixson"  Annual  Essay  Prize 

The  "Lady  Francis  Campbell"  Prize  for  Recitation 

Junior  Recitation  Prize 

Country  Dancing  Prize 

Form  I    . . 

Form  II 

Form  III 

Form  IV,  The  "Margaret  Mace"  Prize 

Knitting  Prize 


No  award 
No  award 


Clive  Moore 
Peter  Robinson 
John  Ranson 

Dorothy  Blackshaw 
Evelyn  Dunn 

David  Haward 
Hilda  Newell 

Clive  Moore 
Dorothy  Blackshaw 

Peter  Robinson 
Fraser  Jones 

Peggy  Brown 

Brian  Payne 
Barbara  Wright 

William  Tate 
David  Sleep 

Stella  Thorpe 

Marlene  Peters 

Richard  Warne 

Barbara  Darkin 

Trevor  Hey 

Gordon  Tallentire 

Harold  Jones 

Anthony  Mason 

Beryl  Mason 
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LEGACIES  RECEIVED 

From  1st  April,  1956,  to  31st  March,  1957 


Doughty,  Lt.-Col.  H.,  Executors  of  the  late 
James,  Miss  M.  E.,  Executors  of  the  late 
Sheffield,  Miss  M.,  Executors  of  the  late 
Smyth,  Miss  E.  J.  S.,  Executors  of  the  late 
Smyth,  K.  E.,  Esq.,  Executors  of  the  late 


£  s.  d. 

114  10  8 

2  10  0 

414    2  1 

1,004    7  0 

3  4  3 

£1,538  14  0 


INFORMATION  FOR  INTENDING  CONTRIBUTORS 

The  Governors  wish  to  direct  the  attention  of  Annual  Subscribers  to 
the  fact  that,  by  agreeing  to  pay  their  subscriptions  for  seven  years  certain, 
they  would  enable  the  College  to  recover  income  tax  on  their  subscriptions, 

the  value  of  which  would  thus  be  augmented  without  extra  cost  to  the  donors. 
Examples  are  shown  below : 

Income  Tax  recoverable      Total  amount  received 


Amount  subscribed 

at  8/6  in  the  £ 

by  College 

£    s.     d. 

£    s.     d. 

£     s.     d. 

10    0 

7     5 

17     5 

1     0    0 

14    9 

1   14     9 

2    0    0 

1     9     7 

3     9     7 

5    0    0 

3  13  11 

8  13  11 

Subscribers  desiring  to  benefit  the  College  in  this  way  are  requested 
to  complete  and  return  the  form  of  agreement  printed  on  a  later  page. 
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1956 

40,552 

258 

25 

39 


830 


£9,352 


THE  ROYAL  NORMAL  COLLEGE  AND 


Income  and  Expenditure  Account  for  the 


INCOME 

To  Receipts  for  Services  Rendered: 

„      Fees  . .         

„      Grant        

„      Repayments  for  Board,  etc. 

„      Sundry  Receipts 

„  Pupils'  Equipment  (less  amounts  paid 
and  including  amounts  received  in 
respect  of  previous  year) 

„      Balance,  Deficit  carried  down    .. 


£    s.  d. 

49,427     5  7 

242    0  11 

37     2  0 


£    s.     d. 


49,706     8     6 
4,384  14  11 

£54,091     3     5 


To  Voluntary  Income : 

45      „      General  Subscriptions 
58      „      General  Donations 
6,707      „      Unified  Collections 
1,712      „      Interest  on  Investments 


51   13  1 

86    2  6 

7,601     1  6 

1,387     1  1 


9,125  18     2 


Balance,  Excess  of  Expenditure  over  Total  Income  for 
the  year  to  date  


£9,125  18     2 
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\CADEMY  OF  MUSIC  FOR  THE  BLIND 


Year  ended  31st  March,  1957 


EXPENDITURE 


1956 

16,465  By  Education 

17,319  „    Maintenance 

888  „  Nursing  and  Medicine 

2,344  „  Office  Expenses 

1,535  „  Garden  Outlay 

5,265  ,,  General  Expenses 

6,512  „  Provision  for  Depreciation 


£    s.  d. 

14,668  11  3 

19,962  10  6 

934    7  8 

2,609  12  8 

1,958    9  11 

7,279     5  10 

6,678     5  7 


£50,328 


£54,091     3     5 


9,352    By  Balance,  Deficit  brought  down 


4,384  14  11 


£9,552 


„  Balance,  Excess  of  Total  Income  over  Expenditure  for  the 
year  to  date  transferred  to  General  Fund  Capital  for  Build- 
ing Purposes  . .         . .         . .         . .         . .         . .        4,741     3     3 

£9,125  18     2 
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BALANCE  SHEET 


1956 

2,087 
968 

683 

15,000 


LIABILITIES 

Sundry  Creditors: 

Tradesmen's  Accounts,  etc. 

Ministry  of  Education  for  Teachers'  Super- 
annuation 

Inland  Revenue  Tax  Deducted  from  Mortgage 
Interest 


£    s.     d. 

2,264    7    0 
1,288    4     8 


91  17     7 

Loan  from  Endowment  Fund  . .         . .       683     2    7 

Loan  on  Mortgage  (secured  by  a  charge  on 
land  and  buildings  at  Rowton  Castle,  Al- 

brighton  Hall  and  Fox  Cottage)     . .         . .  25,000    0    0 


£    s.     d. 


29.327  11   10 


269 


Gardner's  Trust  for  the  Blind: 

Recitals: 
Balance,  1st  April,  1956 
Less:  Cost  of  Recitals  during  year  to  date 


269     6  11 

229  18     6 


39     8     5 


Endowment  Funds: 

College  Endowment  Fund: 

Balance,  1st  April,  1956 

Add  Legacies 

Savings  Bank  Interest  reinvested 
Profit  from  Redemption  of  Stock 
Special  Donation 


11,507  5  9 

1,538  14  0 

23  2  9 

15  0  0 

5  0  0 


11,507 


13,089    2     6 

Less  Transfer  to  General  Fund  for  Building 

purposes         . .         . .         . .         . .    3,010    0    0 


10,079    2    6 


Funds  held  for  Special  Purposes: 

17,810        Carnegie  Endowment  Fund     . 
1 ,000        Hornshaw  Bequest 

200        C.  A.  Ward  Endowment  Fund 
5,594        Other  Funds 


..17,810     0  0 

..    1,000    0  0 

..       200    0  0 

..    5,593  13  9 


24,603  13     9 


55,118 


Carried  Forward 


64,049  16    6 
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AS  AT  31st  MARCH,  1957 


ASSETS 


1956 

Cash  at  Bank  and  in  Hand : 

753        College  Endowment  Fund 
488        Special  Funds 
13,269        General  Fund     .. 

Sundry  Debtors : 

College  Endowment  Fund: 
683        Loan  to  General  Fund 

Special  Funds: 
34  Income  Tax  Recoverable 

General  Fund: 

1,370  Fees 

283  Income  Tax  Recoverable 

700  Recoverable  Expenditure 

—  Prepaid  Insurances    . . 

177  Sundry 


Investments  at  Cost  or  Estimated  Transfer  Value 

10,071         College  Endowment  Fund 
2,001         General  Fund 


£    s.  d. 

824  16  3 

556    2  6 

20,475  15  6 


Note:  In  accordance  with  an  order  made 
by  the  Minister  of  Education  on  4th 
November,  1949,  a  sum  of  £328  7s.  9d. 
has  been  invested  during  the  year  in  3  % 
Savings  Bonds  which  are  held  by  the 
Official  Trustees  of  Charitable  Funds 
and  is  included  in  £2,328  18s.  6d.  Gen- 
eral Fund  Investments. 


683     2     7 


36  13  11 


.    1,100    0 

0 

.       539  19 

4 

.       420    2 

3 

.       372  10 

6 

.    8,571     3 

8 

.    2,328  18 

6 

£    s.     d. 


21,856  14     3 


3,152     8     7 


10,900     2     2 


54,412 


Investments  held  on  behalf  of  Special  Funds  r.t 
Cost  or  Estimated  Transfer  Value: 


17,810 

1,000 

200 

5,573 

Carnegie  Endowment  Fund 
Hornshaw  Bequest 
C.  A.  Ward  Endowment  Fund 
Other  Funds 

..17,810    0 
..    1,000     0 
. .       200    0 

..    5,572  15 

0 
0 
0 

8 

24,582  15     8 

Carried  Forward 


60,492    0    8 
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LIABILITIES— continued 

1956  '  £    s.     d.  £    s.     d. 

55,118  Brought  Forward         64,049  16    6 

Unexpended  Income  Balances  of  Special  Funds: 

Balance,  1st  April,  1956  494  12    3 

Add  Income  received  during  year  to  date      . .       190     3     8 


Less  Prizes  and  Grants  awarded 

Grant    to    General    Fund 
from  E.  W.  Allen  Fund 

495  565  16    4 

General  Fund: 

Balance,  1st  April,  1956           ..         ..  112,293  1  7 

Add  Interest  on  Savings  Bonds  re-invested  . .         73  0  6 

Grant  for  Cottage  improvement  . .       292  0  0 

Transfer  for  building  purposes : 

College  Endowment  Fund       . .  . .    3,010  0  0 

Excess  of  Income  over  Expenditure  for 

the  year  to  date         4,741     3     3 

112,293  120,409     5     4 


684  15  11 

35  13     1 

83     6     6 

118  19     7 

Note:  The  College  has  entered  into  build- 
ing contracts  totalling  approximately 
£69,000,  of  which  £61,725  was  out- 
standing at  the  date  of  this  Balance 
Sheet. 


£167,906  £185,024  18     2 
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ASSETS — continued 

1956  £    s.     d.  £    s.     d. 

54,412  Brought  Forward         60,492    0    8 

Freehold  Estate,  Buildings,  etc.: 

Row  ton  Castle: 

Balance,  1st  April,  1956 26,106  19    7 

Additions  during  year  to  date         . .         . .    7,691  17    9 


33,798  17     4 
Lew  Sale  of  Trees,  etc.  ..         81     4    0 

Depreciation      . .         . .    1 ,322    2    5 

1,403     6    5 


Albright  on  Hall: 
Balance,  1st  April,  1956       . .  72,523     6    5 
Additions  during  year  to  date   8,912    6    5 


32,395  10  11 


81,435  12  10 
Less  Depreciation      ..  ..    4,071   15     8 


77,363  17     2 


98,630  109,759     8     1 

Furniture,  Fixtures,  Appliances  and  Musical 
Instruments : 

Balance,  1st  April,  1956  14,407     1     9 

Additions  during  year  to  date  ..         ..    1,193     8    2 


15,600    9  11 

Less  Depreciation         ..  ..         ..         ..    1,170    0    9 

14,407  14,430    9    2 

Motor  Vehicle: 

Balance,  1st  April,  1956  457     7    0 

Less  Depreciation         ..  ..         ..         ..       114    6    9 

457  343    0    3 


£185,024  18     2 


We  have  examined  the  annexed  Balance  Sheet  and  Income  and  Expenditure  Accounts 
for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1957,  with  the  Books  and  Vouchers  of  the  College  and  in 
our  opinion  they  are  properly  drawn  up  so  as  to  exhibit  a  true  and  fair  view  of  the  state 
of  the  College  affairs  according  to  the  best  of  our  information  and  the  explanations  given 
to  us  and  as  shown  by  the  Books  of  the  College. 

MIALL,  HARPER  &  CO., 

Chartered  Accountants, 
9  Idol  Lane,  Eastcheap, 
30//i  May,  1957.  London,  E.C.3. 
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SCHEDULE  OF  INVESTMENTS 


General  Fund: 

£2,684     2 


6     3  %  Savings  Bonds,  1 965/75  (Held  by  Official  Trustees 
of  Charitable  Funds) 

(Market  Value,  £2,036  lis.     8d.) 


Cost 

or  Estimated 

Transfer  Value 


2,328  18     6 


College  Endowment  Fund: 

£150     0    0    2£%  Defence  Bonds     .. 

3  %  Defence  Bonds 

Central  Argentine  Railway  (in  Voluntary  Liquidation) 
Consolidated  Ordinary  Stock 

3%  British  Electricity  Guaranteed  Stock,  1974/77  . . 

4%  Japanese  Sterling  Loan,  1899  Enfaced 

Chase  Protected  Cultivation,  Ltd.,  Preference  Shares 

£6,150  13     3     2f  %  Funding  Stock,  1952/57 

(Market  Value,  £7,296    3s.     8d.) 


£350 

0 

0 

£2,250 

0 

0 

£624 

1 

5 

£200 

0 

0 

£753 

0 

0 

150  0  0 

343  0  0 

777  7  6 

589  11  2 

146  10  0 

564  15  0 

6,000  0  0 

£8,571  3  8 


Carnegie  Endowment  Fund : 

£5,653     7     6    4%  Consolidated  Stock 
£13,965  19     7     n%  War  Stock,  1952  or  after 


(Market  Value,  £14,794  15s.     3d.) 


4,550    0    0 
13,260    0    0 

17,810    0    0 


Hornshaw  Bequest: 

£1,000    0    0     3J%  War  Stock,   1952  or  after  (Held  by  Official 
Trustees  of  Charitable  Funds) 

(Market  Value,  £735     0s.     Od.) 


1,000    0    0 
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31st  MARCH,  1957 


C.  A.  Ward  Endowment  Fund : 

£259    8     6     3£%  Conversion  Stock,  1961 

(Market  Value,  £187    2s.     2d.) 

Francis  Joseph  Campbell  Memorial  Fund : 

£590    4    2    3£%  Conversion  Stock,  1961 

Elizabeth  Wills  Allen  Fund: 

£3,030    0    0    2|%  London  County  Council 

Elizabeth  Williams  Musical  Scholarship  Fund : 

£1,015     2    6    41  %  Commonwealth  of  Australia  Stock,  1960/62 

George  Thomas  Rose  Memorial  Prize  Fund : 

£382  15    2    3%  British  Transport  Guaranteed  Stock,  1978/88 

Dixson  Prize  Fund: 

£19  12  10    3i%  War  Stock,  1952  or  after 

Lady  Francis  Campbell  Prize  Fund : 

£33  17  10    3|%  Conversion  Stock,  1961 

Philip  Layton  Prize  Fund : 

£257  11    4    2\  %  Treasury  Stock 

Guy  Campbell  Prize  Fund: 

£50    0    0    2\%  Defence  Bonds 

Dr.  E.  G.  Dowdell  Prize  Fund: 

£157  16  10    3|%  War  Stock,  1952  or  after 

Armitage  Prize  Fund : 

£6    0    0    Eastern  Bengal  Railway  Annuity,  Class  B    . . 

Amelia  Campbell  Prize  Fund : 

£36    5     1     2\%  Consolidated  Stock         

(Market  Value,  £4,483    9s.     8d.) 


Cost 

or  Estimated 

Transfer  Value 

£  s.  d. 


200  0  0 


501  12  3 

3,000  0  0 

994  16  5 

500  0  0 

20  0  0 

26  17  11 

180  11  10 

50  0  0 

140  0  0 

133  10  0 

25  7  3 
£5,572  15  8 
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LIST  OF  DONATIONS  AND  SUBSCRIPTIONS 

FOR  THE 

GENERAL  PURPOSES  OF  THE  COLLEGE 


Received  from  the  1st  April,  1956,  to  31st  March,  1957 


Aston  Charities  Trust 

Armitage,  F.  C,  Esq. 

Backhouse,  Mrs. 

Beer,  Miss  E.  M 

Brunswick  Methodist  Sunday  School,  Newton-le- Willows 
(Collection) 

Burton,  Messrs.  Montague,  Ltd. 

Cardeston  Church  (Collection) 

Cockell,  Miss  A. 

Cooper,  Miss  F. 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  Ltd 

Cox,  Enoch,  Esq. 

Cox,  Mrs.  N.  G 

Cropper,  Mrs.  F. 

Dangerfield,  Mrs.  M.  S. 

De  Quincey,  Mrs.  R.  A. 

Evans,  Evan,  Esq. 

Gibson,  W.,  Esq. 

Henderson,  Frank,  Esq. 

Jones,  Mrs.  J.  B. 

Lewis,  Mrs.  S.  S.  Waller     . . 

Moore,  R.  A.,  Esq. 

Morgan,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  T. 

Munslow  Women's  Institute,  Salop 

Palmer,  C.  N.,  Esq. 

Piaggio,  H.  T.  H.,  Esq. 

Price,  W.  H.,  Esq 

Priest  Weston  Institute,  Mont. 

Rich,  T.,  Esq. 

Sage,  Miss  H.  and  Easter,  Miss  F. 

Salop  Licensed  Victuallers  Ladies  Auxiliary  Association 

Carried  Forward 
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Donations 
£    s.     d. 

10  10    0 


10  0 

2     2  0 

13  12  6 

2    2  0 

5     5  0 


1  16  6 
5  0  0 
1     1     0 


1     0    0 


3 

13  1 

5 

4  4 

10  0 

0 

3 

0  0 

1 

16  6 

1 

0  0 

N 

2 

2  0 

3 

18  10 

5  0 

0 

2  2 

0 

1 

0  0 

1 

1  0 

3  10 

0 

8  8 

0 

1 

0  0 

1 

1  0 
5  0 

10  10 

0 

5  0 

1 

16  6 

5  5 

0 

78  16 

6 

36 

0  9 

Brought  Forward 
Saltoun,  The  Right  Hon.  Lord,  M.C 
Smith,  Miss  G. 
Southorn,  Lady  B. 
South,  Miss  M.  F. 
Spittle,  S.,  Esq. 
Strick,  Miss  E.  R. 
Walker,  Messrs.  W.  B. 
Wall,  Miss  M.  J.  W. 
Wallraf,  Mrs.  Muriel  H. 
Warner,  Miss  L.  M. 
Woods,  Miss  S. 
Zileri,  Miss  A.  S. 


Donations 

Subscriptions 

£     s.     d. 

£ 

s.     d. 

78  16     6 

36 

0    9 

9 

1   10 
5     0 

- 

1 

1     0 

2 

2    0 

1 

1     0 

1 

16     6 

1     1     0 

1     0     0 

5     5     0 

1 

1     0 

1 

1     0 

5     0 

£86     2     6 


£53  15     1 


SPECIAL  DONATION 


Birkett,  L.,  Esq.  (for  organ  fund) 


£     s.     d. 
5     0    0 
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FORM  OF  BEQUEST 


1  bequeath  to  the  ROYAL  NORMAL  COLLEGE  AND 
ACADEMY  OF  MUSIC  FOR  THE  BLIND,  for  the  general 
purpose  of  that  Institution,  the  sum  of 


free  of  legacy  duty,  and  the  receipt  of  the  Treasurer  or  one  of  the 
Treasurers  for  the  time  being  of  that  Institution,  shall  be  a  good 
discharge  for  such  legacy. 


N.B. — Any  property  may  now  be  given  by  Will  for  charitable  purposes. 

The  Will  or  Codicil  must  be  signed  by  the  Testator  in  the  presence  of 
two  witnesses,  who  must  subscribe  their  names  in  his  presence  and  in  the 
presence  of  each  other. 
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3&ojml  J5ormal  College 
for  tlje  Mirth 


ALBRIGHTON    HALL, 
BROAD    OAK, 
SHREWSBURY, 
SHROPSHIRE. 


ROWTON  CASTLE, 
Near  SHREWSBURY, 
SHROPSHIRE. 


EIGHTY- FIFTH 

Annual  Report 


1957-58 


WALKER,   PRINTER,   SHREWSBURY 


mi 


fflutiim  %ux  in  Cenebrfe 


Hopal  formal  College 
gtabemp  of  Mu&it  for  tlje  pltnb 

FOUNDED  1st  MARCH,  1872 

BY 

Dr.  Thomas  Rhodes  Armitage  and  Sir  Francis  Joseph  Campbell 

Registered  in  accordance  with  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948 
Certified  by  the  Ministry  of  Education 

Patron  : 
HER  MAJESTY  THE  QUEEN. 

Annual   Heport 

1957  —  1958 

ALBRIGHTON  HALL  ROWTON  CASTLE 

BROAD  OAK,  SHREWSBURY  Near  SHREWSBURY 

SHROPSHIRE  SHROPSHIRE 

Telephone  No.  :  Telephone  No. : 

"Bomere  Heath  279."  "Halfway  House  202." 

NOTICE 
Particulars  of  the  rules  and  terms  for  the  admission  of  pupils,  the 
general  organisation  and  courses  of  instruction,  etc.,  will  be  furnished  on 
application. 

All  communications  should  be  addressed  to  the  Principal  and  Secretary  : 

J.  N.  LANGDON,  B.Sc,  Ph.D. 

At  Albrighton  Hall 
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THE   ROYAL  NORMAL  COLLEGE 
FOR  THE   BLIND 


O 


Since  the  foundation  of  the  College  in  1872,  students  have 
been  received  from  all  parts  of  the  United  Kingdom  and  the 
Commonwealth.  The  College  is  undenominational  in  character. 
Its  object  is  to  train  the  blind  to  earn  their  own  living  and  to 
render  them  independent  and  self-reliant  citizens.  This  is  an 
object  which  the  College  has  succeeded  and  continually  succeeds 
in  accomplishing,  and  there  are  now  many  hundreds  of  former 
pupils  living  full  and  useful  lives  independent  of  public  or 
charitable  aid.  Most  of  these  are  filling  their  places  in  the  world 
as  organists  and  teachers  of  music,  pianoforte  tuners,  clergymen, 
solicitors,  school  teachers  and  shorthand-typists.  The  College 
thus  makes  a  definite  contribution  to  national  economy  in 
effecting  the  complete  rehabilitation  of  many  disabled  persons. 

The  present  organisation  of  the  College  comprises  a  School 
Department  in  which  boys  and  girls  between  the  ages  of  twelve 
and  sixteen  years  receive  a  sound  general  education,  and  depart- 
ments for  the  training  of  older  students  as  musicians,  piano 
tuners  and  shorthand-typists.  The  School  Department  is 
officially  designated  as  a  Selective  School  for  children  chosen 
between  the  ages  of  twelve  and  thirteen  years  by  reason  of 
ability  and  promise  of  eventual  suitability  for  admission  to  one 
of  the  College  Training  Departments. 

Voluntary  effort  was  responsible  for  the  foundation  of  the 
College  and  has  continued  to  play  an  important  part  in  its  life. 
The  College  has  used  its  own  funds  freely  for  the  welfare  of 
blind  persons,  and  the  replenishment  of  these  funds  is  necessary 
to  enable  it  to  continue  to  help  its  students  in  ways  additional 
to  those  provided  by  Public  Authorities. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  GOVERNORS 

for  the  Year  ended  March  31st,  1958 

It  is  fitting  that  this  Report  should  open  with  a  tribute  to 
Miss  Margaret  Penny,  who  finished  her  long  and  distinguished 
career  as  a  teacher  on  the  last  day  of  the  year  under  review.  The 
growth  of  the  College  Typewriting  Department,  from  being  one 
in  which  the  pupils  could  be  counted  on  the  fingers  of  both 
hands  to  becoming  one  which  has  for  many  years  had  a  register 
of  between  seventy  and  ninety  names,  is  largely  due  to  Miss 
Penny's  skill  as  a  teacher  and  her  genius  for  organisation.  It  is 
true  that  recent  expansion  has  been  concurrent  with  the  vastly 
increased  opportunities  for  Braille  shorthand-typists  in  times  of 
full  employment;  but  these  opportunities  could  never  have  been 
created  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  general  excellence  of  blind 
typists  in  the  years  between  the  two  Wars,  most  of  whom  had 
acquired  their  high  standards  under  Miss  Penny's  exacting 
tuition.  Miss  Penny  has  seen  and  played  an  important  part  in 
many  changes  since  she  joined  the  Staff  of  the  College  in  1925. 
When  the  Albrighton  Hall  branch  of  the  College  was  opened  in 
1955,  Miss  Penny  was  appointed  Vice-Principal  in  immediate 
charge  of  the  Rowton  Castle  branch.  To  her  new  duties  Miss 
Penny  brought  a  depth  of  personal  sympathy  that  matched  her 
attention  to  detail  and  general  organising  ability.  The  success  of 
the  reorganisation  of  the  College  has  owed  very  much  to  the  fact 
that  Miss  Penny  was  available  and  was  prevailed  upon  to  accept 
new  responsibilities  at  a  time  when  she  was  already  thinking  of 
retirement.  For  this  as  well  as  for  her  long  and  devoted  service 
the  Governors  wish  to  record  their  gratitude  and  admiration, 
and  they  join  with  all  Miss  Penny's  friends  in  the  blind  world 
in  wishing  her  a  long  and  happy  retirement. 

The  Governors  have  appointed  Miss  Elizabeth  K.  Chap- 
man, B.A.,  to  be  Vice-Principal  in  charge  of  day-to-day  affairs 
at  Rowton  Castle.  Miss  Chapman,  who  was  formerly  a  house- 
mistress  at  Howell's  School,  Denbigh,  is  a  newcomer  to  the 
education  of  the  blind,  but  she  has  had  varied  experience  of  a 
kind  which  well  fits  her  for  this  responsible  position. 

It  was  with  much  regret  that  the  Governors  accepted  a 
request  from  Lord  Strathcona  and  Mount  Royal  to  be  released 
from  the  office  of  Trustee  solely  because  he  had  found  it  neces- 
sary to  reduce  the  number  of  his  engagements.  The  Governors 
desire  to  record  their  warm  appreciation  of  Lord  Strathcona's 
services  over  very  many  years.  Lord  Amulree,  Mr.  E.  H. 
Dowdell  and  Mr.  Guy  Fossick  have  been  appointed  Trustees. 


There  has  been  an  average  of  141  pupils  in  residence  during 
the  past  year.  More  than  half  of  these  have  been  on  the  registers 
of  the  Typewriting  Department,  the  continued  growth  of  which 
has  led  to  the  engagement  of  additional  Staff.  Numbers  in  the 
Pianoforte-Tuning  and  School  Departments  have  remained  well 
below  capacity.  In  previous  Reports  the  Governors  have  ex- 
pressed their  opinion  that  piano-tuning  is  still  a  suitable  and 
remunerative  occupation  for  blind  men  with  adequate  aptitude 
both  for  the  technical  and  commercial  sides  of  the  trade.  This 
view  has  been  confirmed  during  the  year  by  communications 
from  individuals  and  employers.  In  particular  it  has  been  said 
that  the  number  of  sighted  youths  entering  into  apprenticeship 
as  piano-tuners  is  now  so  small  as  to  suggest  that  opportunities 
for  the  blind  will  become  increasingly  favourable.  It  is  dis- 
appointing that  the  School  Department  for  boys  and  girls 
between  twelve  and  sixteen  years  old  has  not  been  better  patron- 
ised, for  the  students  who  make  the  best  progress  in  the  technical 
training  of  the  College  are  usually  those  who  have  received  their 
secondary  education  in  its  own  Special  Secondary  School.  This 
is  not  surprising  in  view  of  the  much  greater  homogeneity  in 
classes  of  selected  children  than  can  possibly  be  obtained  in 
non-selective  schools  in  such  a  small  population  as  that  of  the 
juvenile  blind.  The  Governors  hope  that  this  consideration  will 
lead  more  Authorities  to  transfer  suitable  pupils  at  the  age  of 
twelve  rather  than  sixteen. 

Twenty-one  of  the  twenty-two  students  who  completed  their 
training  have  found  suitable  employment,  and  the  one  recent 
leaver  of  whom  news  is  awaited  may  also  be  at  work  by  the  time 
this  Report  is  published.  The  employment  of  former  pupils 
continues  to  be  generally  satisfactory,  but  the  Governors  wish  to 
remind  those  concerned  that  the  College  is  a  training  centre, 
and  that,  while  it  is  keenly  interested  in  the  subsequent  careers 
of  its  pupils  and  is  constantly  engaged  in  problems  of  after-care, 
its  primary  concern  is  with  education  and  training  and  not  with 
employment,  which  is  the  responsibility  of  various  Public 
Authorities.  Needless  to  say,  however,  it  does  play  an  active 
part  in  the  endeavour  to  find  suitable  employment  and  is  thus 
most  appreciative  of  the  excellent  work  in  this  field  of  the  place- 
ment services  of  the  Royal  National  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service,  and  the  various 
local  organisations,  both  public  and  voluntary,  with  all  of  whom 
it  has  continued  to  enjoy  the  fullest  co-operation  to  the  great 
benefit  of  its  students  on  completion  of  their  training. 

In  the  Principal's  Report  will  be  found  an  account  of  the 
many  social  activities  of  the  pupils  during  the  past  year.  It  gives 


the  Governors  much  pleasure  to  know  that  the  boys  and  girls 
in  their  care  are  living  such  normal  lives,  and  they  are  especially 
pleased  that  many  of  the  pupils  are  participating  so  fully  in  the 
programme  of  the  Shropshire  County  Youth  Organisation. 
They  are  glad  to  have  this  opportunity  to  express  their  warmest 
thanks  to  Mr.  F.  H.  Hardman,  M.A.,  the  Youth  Officer  for 
Central  Shropshire,  for  his  personal  interest  and  unfailing 
co-operation. 

The  Governors  again  have  much  pleasure  in  warmly  thank- 
ing all  who  have  helped  the  College  and  its  individual  members 
during  the  year.  In  addition  to  the  organisations  and  persons 
already  mentioned,  special  thanks  are  due  to  the  College  Medical 
Officers  and  Consultants ;  the  Shropshire  Education  Committee, 
and  in  particular  to  Mr.  M.  G.  Price,  B.A.,  Area  Tutor  Organ- 
iser, for  regular  lectures  at  both  branches  of  the  College;  the 
Management  of  the  Granada  and  Empire  Cinemas  in  Shrews- 
bury for  free  entertainment  much  appreciated  by  the  pupils ;  the 
John  Compton  Organ  Company,  Ltd.,  and  European  Office 
Equipments,  Ltd.,  for  many  services  in  their  respective  fields, 
and  to  Miss  M.  Clifft,  Mr.  Brown,  Miss  H.  N.  Adams,  Miss 
Mary  Pilter,  Mr.  B.  Hodgson  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ashton  for 
gifts  of  musical  instruments  and  Braille  music.  The  College  has 
continued  to  enjoy  the  most  cordial  relations  with  all  organi- 
sations for  the  blind,  but  the  Governors  desire  to  express  special 
thanks  to  the  Royal  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  for  all  kinds 
of  services,  to  Gardner's  Trust  for  the  Blind  for  the  generous 
grant  which  makes  possible  the  regular  recitals  of  music  by 
leading  artistes  at  the  College,  and  the  American  Printing  House 
for  the  Blind  for  continuing  to  supply  free  copies  of  the  Braille 
Readers'  Digest.  Finally  they  gratefully  acknowledge  the  sub- 
scriptions, donations  and  legacy  received  during  the  year. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Governors, 

H.  H.  HARDY, 

Chairman. 
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PRINCIPALS  REPORT 

The  year  just  ended  will  be  remembered  as  that  in  which 
Miss  Penny  retired.  When  the  news  of  her  decision  began  to 
circulate  among  old  pupils,  nearly  every  post  brought  messages 
of  affection  and  regard  and  glowing  tributes  to  Miss  Penny  as 
a  woman  and  a  teacher.  Space  does  not  permit  quotation  at 
length,  but  their  common  theme  is  summarised  in  the  following 
brief  extracts. 

"She  gave  one  confidence  in  one's  own  ability  to  do  some- 
thing which  seemed  very  difficult  at  first  sight."  "I  often  wonder 
where  some  of  us  would  have  been  to-day  if  it  had  not  been  for 
Miss  Penny's  patience  and  great  skill." 

Having  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  working  closely  with  Miss 
Penny  for  more  than  twenty  years,  many  of  them  full  of  unusual 
difficulty,  the  writer  of  this  Report  has  had  unrivalled  oppor- 
tunity to  observe  and  admire  Miss  Penny's  remarkable  qualities. 
Her  outstanding  services  as  a  teacher  are  known  to  all,  but  only 
a  few  are  in  a  position  to  appreciate  how  much  Miss  Penny  has 
done  for  the  College  in  ways  that  are  less  readily  assessible. 

At  Speech  Day  on  July  10th,  1957,  the  Principal  Guest  and 
Speaker  was  Dr.  R.  W.  Holland,  O.B.E.,  LL.D.,  well  known  to 
the  wider  public  as  a  Principal  of  Pitman's  College  and  a  high 
officer  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Arts,  from  the  Chair  of  whose 
Council  he  had  just  retired,  but  known  to  us  as  a  near  neighbour 
at  Upper  Norwood  and  for  many  years  a  most  active  Governor 
of  the  College  and  Chairman  of  its  Finance  and  House  Com- 
mittee. Dr.  Holland's  address  was  of  special  interest  to  the 
students  of  Braille  shorthand  and  typewriting,  now  comprising 
more  than  half  the  College,  whom  he  congratulated  on  the  high 
standard  of  the  Typewriting  Department,  on  which  he  could 
speak  with  authority  from  his  long  experience  in  Commercial 
Education. 

Another  outstanding  occasion  was  the  presentation  of  the 
Duke  of  Edinburgh's  Award  to  Robert  Hinds,  a  pupil  who 
had  just  come  to  the  College  from  the  Birmingham  Royal  Insti- 
tution for  the  Blind,  where  the  distinction  had  actually  been  won. 
The  presentation  was  made  by  Major-General  the  Viscount 
Bridgeman,  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Shropshire,  who  was  accom- 
panied by  Lady  Bridgeman,  County  President  of  the  British 
Red  Cross  Society,  and  several  other  Officers  of  the  Society. 
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Both  branches  of  the  College  have  taken  part  in  various 
activities  of  the  Shropshire  Youth  Organisation.  At  the  County 
Sports  Meeting  three  boys  from  Albrighton  Hall  were  "placed" 
in  four  events,  Frank  Elliott  being  First  in  the  Intermediate  Class 
in  "Throwing  the  Discus,"  in  which  event  he  was  chosen  to 
represent  Shropshire  in  the  subsequent  Inter-County  Sports. 
The  Albrighton  Hall  Table  Tennis  team  had  a  successful  season, 
finishing  about  mid-way  in  the  League  Table  in  competition  with 
local  Youth  Clubs.  In  the  Area  Youth  Drama  Festival  in 
Shrewsbury  the  Rowton  Castle  Club  presented  "Flame  in  the 
Forest"  by  Cyril  J.  Darcy.  They  were  placed  fourth  out  of  eight 
competing  Clubs  and  were  warmly  congratulated  by  the  adjudi- 
cator. A  party  of  senior  girls  attended  a  week-end  discussion  at 
Nash  Court  on  "The  Most  Important  Thing  in  Life"  and  a 
senior  girl  and  two  senior  boys  attended  a  week-end  course  on 
"Youth  and  Leadership"  at  Attingham  Park,  the  County  Adult 
College.  There  have  also  been  several  exchanges  of  social  visits 
between  members  of  the  Albrighton  and  Rowton  Castle  Clubs 
and  other  Youth  Clubs  in  the  Area. 

"Gardner  Recitals,"  provided  through  the  generosity  of 
Gardner's  Trust  for  the  Blind,  were  given  in  the  College  as 
follows:  piano  recitals  by  Pouishnoff  and  by  Phyllis  Sellick; 
song  recitals  by  Nancy  Evans  and  by  Owen  Brannigan;  an  organ 
recital  by  Jean  Langlais;  an  oboe  and  piano  recital  by  Hilda 
Hunter  and  Ian  Parrott,  and  a  concert  by  the  London  Wind 
Quintet.  The  Choral  Society  at  Rowton  Castle  has  been  meeting 
regularly  and  gave  its  customary  enjoyable  Christmas  Concert 
at  both  branches  of  the  College.  Some  of  the  boys  at  Albrighton 
Hall  have  formed  a  Male  Voice  Choir  which  has  given  much 
pleasure,  and  many  members  of  their  group  have  been  singing 
with  the  Ellesmere  Choral  Society. 

There  have  been  two  Eisteddfods  at  Rowton  Castle  during 
the  year  under  review,  the  first  in  April,  1957,  and  the  second  in 
March,  1958.  This  innovation  was  introduced  by  Miss  Jenkins, 
who  successfully  organised  both  competitions,  with  the  help 
of  the  pupils  and  Staff  in  general  and  of  Mr.  Hunt  and  Mr.  Jones 
in  particular,  together  with  that  of  several  ladies  and  gentlemen 
from  outside  the  College  who  generously  gave  their  expert 
services  as  adjudicators.  Considerable  interest  and  enthusiasm 
were  aroused  by  the  competitions,  in  the  last  of  which  every 
pupil  at  Rowton  entered  for  at  least  one  event.  Both  Dramatic 
Societies  at  Rowton  Castle  have  presented  entertaining  produc- 
tions. The  Juniors  gave  "Unhampered"  by  Ronald  Mackenzie, 
and  the  Seniors  produced  two  plays,  "Loser  Takes  All"  by 
L.  du  Garde  Peach,  and  "A  Matter  of  Fact"  by  Lilian  I.  Sayce. 
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Although  there  is  no  organised  Dramatic  Society  at  the  moment 
at  Albrighton  Hall,  much  original  talent  has  been  shown  in  the 
amusing  end-of-term  reviews  produced  by  Mr.  Abbott.  Mention 
must  also  be  made  of  the  Albrighton  Dance  Band  and  Skiffle 
Group,  both  of  which  have  been  in  demand  for  outside  engage- 
ments. The  customary  dances  and  socials  have  been  held  at  each 
branch  and  have  been  well  attended  by  members  of  the  other. 

Outdoor  sports  have  followed  the  usual  pattern,  with  foot- 
ball matches  against  Worcester  College  for  the  Blind  and  teams 
of  lads  from  the  neighbouring  villages.  Sports  Days  were  held 
at  Albrighton  Hall  on  July  17th  and  at  Rowton  Castle  on  July 
24th.  At  Rowton  the  Sports  Cup  was  won  by  Campbell  House; 
the  Armitage  Cup,  awarded  on  the  results  of  competitions 
throughout  the  year,  was  won  by  Armitage  House,  as  was  also 
the  Junior  Shield,  presented  by  "Our  Ship,"  the  M/ V  St.  Thomas. 
John  Watts  won  the  Victor  Ludorum  Cup.  At  Albrighton  Hall 
the  winning  house  was  Olympus.  The  Scouts  at  Rowton  have 
kept  together  and  done  some  useful  work  in  spite  of  lack  of 
experienced  leadership,  but  the  Girl  Guides,  who  are  fortunate 
in  having  Miss  Simmonds  as  their  Captain,  have  had  a  really 
interesting  year  in  the  course  of  which  many  of  them  have  taken 
part  in  District  activities. 

At  the  Annual  Braille  Reading  Competition  held  in  Man- 
chester by  the  Northern  Branch  of  the  National  Library  for  the 
Blind  on  May  11th,  1957,  the  Coronation  Cup  (for  readers  aged 

12  to  16)  was  won  by  Richard  Warne  for  the  second  year  in 
succession.  In  Class  IV  (for  readers  aged  17  to  20)  Florence 
Williams,  Patricia  Dodds  and  Clive  Moore  were  in  the  first  three 
places,  and  Richard  Warne,  James  Harrop  and  Elizabeth 
Cunningham  were  similarly  placed  in  Class  V  for  readers 

13  to  16.  Bernadette  Bolton  was  second  in  Class  VI,  for  readers 
between  9  and  12  years  of  age. 

Among  the  many  visitors  to  the  College  during  the  year 
were  some  who  were  welcomed  with  special  interest.  The  Bishop 
of  Shrewsbury  addressed  a  meeting  of  the  Rowton  Castle  branch 
of  the  Anglican  Young  Peoples'  Association;  Mr.  D.  J.  Wright, 
Second  Officer  of  the  M/V  St.  Thomas,  adopted  by  the  School 
Department  at  Rowton  Castle,  brought  greetings  from  "Our 
Ship";  Miss  Catherine  Po  Cho,  daughter  of  the  Principal  of  the 
School  for  the  Blind  in  Burma,  was  a  colourful  visitor  who 
brought  news  of  the  Mission  with  whose  name  that  of  the  late 
Father  William  Jackson,  an  Old  Boy  of  the  College,  will  always 
be  remembered;  Mr.  E.  J.  Waterhouse,  Director  of  the  Perkins 
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School  for  the  Blind,  Boston,  Massachusetts,  with  which  the 
College  had  links  in  the  persons  of  the  late  Sir  Francis  Campbell 
and  Dr.  E.  E.  Allen,  paid  a  brief  visit  accompanied  by  his 
daughter.  A  party  of  students  from  Didsbury  Training  College 
was  accompanied  by  a  number  of  German  students  who  gave  a 
delightful  impromptu  concert.  Other  visitors  included  Mr. 
P.  Percy,  Headmaster  of  the  Sydney  School  for  the  Blind,  and 
Mrs.  Percy;  Professor  and  Mrs.  Brush  of  the  University  of 
Maine;  Mr.  H.  H.  Jeffrey,  Director  of  Music  of  St.  Paul's  School 
for  the  Blind,  Victoria,  Australia,  and  Mrs.  Jeffrey;  Father 
Shillane  of  St.  Joseph's  School  for  the  Blind,  Dublin;  Mr.  W.  G. 
Swansbury,  a  student  preparing  for  work  among  the  blind  in 
Kenya,  and  Miss  A.  Mobbs,  of  the  Imperial  Typewriter 
Company. 

The  following  examination  successes  have  been  notified 
since  publication  of  the  last  Report: — 
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SUCCESSES 

Guildhall  School  of  Music 

Licentiateship  Diploma — Piano  (Teacher) — Michael  Silva 

Associated  Board  of  the  Royal  Schools  of  Music 


Grade  I 

Piano 

Jacqueline  Iredale 

Grade  III 

Piano 

Gordon  Atkinson 
Paul  Wilkins 

Grade  IV 

Piano 

Dorothy  Gale 

Grade  V 

Piano 

Joy  Gilbey 
Miriam  Hay  ward 

Brian  Lewis 

. .     Merit 

Hilda  Newell 

David  Rees 

Grade  VI 

Piano 

Enid  Dickson 
Doreen  Horwite 

. .     Merit 

Grade  VII 

Piano 

Valerie  Bowen 

Royston  Green 

. .     Merit 

Anthony  Tamburro  . . 

. .     Merit 

Grade  V 

Theory 

Pepita  Suter 

Grade  IV 

Singing 

Valerie  Briggs 
Enid  Dickson 

Joy  Gilbey 

. .     Merit 

Doreen  Horwite 

Merit 

Grade  V 

Singing 

Valerie  Briggs 

. .     Merit 

Enid  Dickson 

. .     Merit 

Grade  VI 

Singing 

Evelyn  Dunn 

Grade  VII 

Singing 

Evelyn  Dunn 

. .     Merit 

Grade  II 

Violin 

Maureen  Sowden 

. .     Merit 

Royal  Society  of  Arts 

Advanced  Shorthand-Typist's  Certificate — 

Brian  Battle 
Ian  Caulfiejd 
Paul  Thompson 
David  Tinkler 
Diana  Tucker 
Michael  Wells 

Intermediate  Shorthand-Typist's  Certificate — 

Brian  Battle 
Ian  Caulfield 
Peter  Eddon 
Frank  Elliott 
Royston  Green 
Leslie  Hankinson 
Keith  Hughes 
Roy  Leigh 
Anthony  Mason 
Terence  Moulding 
Paul  Thompson 
David  Tinkler 
John  Wells 
Michael  Wells 
George  Wilson 
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. .     Distinction 
. .     Distinction 


Distinction 


Advanced  Typewriting- 


Intermediate  Typewriting — 


Elementary  Typewriting- 


Ian  Cauifield 

. .     Second  Class 

Kenneth  England 

. .     Second  Class 

Margaret  Millward    . . 

. .     First  Class 

John  Moore 

. .     First  Class 

Colin  Palmer 

. .     First  Class 

Donald  Peacock 

. .     First  Class 

David  Tinkler 

. .     Second  Class 

Diana  Tucker 

. .     First  Class 

Michael  Wells 

. .     Second  Class 

Florence  Williams     . . 

. .     First  Class 

George  Wilson 

. .     Second  Class 

g— 

Brian  Battle 

. .     First  Class 

Valerie  Bowen 

. .     First  Class 

Ian  Cauifield 

. .     Second  Class 

Elsie  Crowe 

. .     First  Class 

Enid  Dickson 

. .     First  Class 

Evelyn  Dunn 

. .     First  Class 

Peter  Eddon 

. .     First  Class 

Shirley  Hitchcock 

. .     Second  Class 

Doreen  Horwite 

. .     Second  Class 

Keith  Hughes 

. .     First  Class 

Joan  Jubb 

. .     First  Class 

Roy  Leigh 

. .     Second  Class 

Joan  Nickisson 

. .     Second  Class 

Marlene  Peters 

. .     Second  Class 

Stewart  Ruffell 

. .     Second  Class 

Paul  Thompson 

. .     Second  Class 

David  Tinkler 

. .     Second  Class 

John  Wells 

. .     First  Class 

Leslie  Whittle 

. .     Second  Class 

Michael  Bailey 

. .     Credit 

Frank  Barlow 

. .     Credit 

Valerie  Briggs 

. .     Credit 

Colin  Chambers 

. .     Credit 

Cynthia  Chill  in  i-sworth 

Elizabeth  C  nningham 

. .     Credit 

Muriel  Dodd 

. .     Credit 

Patricia  Dodds 

Frank  Elliott  . . 

. .     Credit 

Russell  Endean 

. .     Credit 

Joy  Gilbey 

. .     Credit 

Royston  Green 

. .     Credit 

Alec  Hassell 

. .     Credit 

Mary  Henderson 

. .     Credit 

Sheila  Hill 

Lily  Janes 

Evan  Jones 

. .     Credit 

Stephen  Lambert 

. .     Credit 

Edwin  Layton 

. .     Credit 

James  Lincoln 

. .     Credit 
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Anthony  Mason        . .         . .     Credit 

Derek  Matthews       . .         . .     Credit 

Hilda  Newell 

John  O'Brien 

Gaetan  Robert 

Rosemary  Spittle       . .         . .     Credit 

David  Swift 

Richard  West  . .         . .     Credit 


Shorthand  at  120  words  per  minute — 

Donald  Peacock 
Diana  Tucker 


Shorthand  at  100  words  per  minute — 

Valerie  Bowen 
Stanley  Cunliffe 
Sylvia  Dean 
Enid  Dickson 
Patricia  Dodds 
Frank  Elliott 
Shirley  Hitchcock 
Sylvia  Hooker 
Keith  Hughes 
Joan  Jubb 
Roy  Leigh 
Joan  Nickisson 
Donald  Peacock 
Paul  Thompson 
John  Wells 
George  Wilson 

Shorthand  at  80  words  per  minute — 

Michael  Bailey 
Frank  Barlow 
Valerie  Briggs 
Cynthia  Chillingsworth 
Stanley  Cunliffe 
Evelyn  Dunn 
Peter  Eddon 
Royston  Green 
Mary  Henderson 
Lily  Janes 
Evan  Jones 
Stephen  Lambert 
Anthony  Mason 
Terence  Moulding 
John  O'Brien 
William  O'Brien 
Marlene  Peters 
Stewart  Ruffell 
Stella  Thorpe 
Richard  West 
Leslie  Whittle 
Barry  Wilkinson 
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London  Chamber  of  Commerce 

Shorthand  at  120  words  per  minute — 

John  Moore 
David  Tinkler 

Shorthand  at  110  words  per  minute — 

Florence  Williams 


Distinction 


Awarded  First  Prize 


College  of  Teachers  of  the  Blind  Pianoforte  Tuner's  Diploma 

David  Chappell 
Patrick  Healen 
Robert  Shead 
Michael  Silva 

Certificates  for  Swimming  were  awarded  as  follows 

Elementary — 

Frank  Barnett 
Russell  Endean 
Harold  Jones 
David  Rees 
Trevor  Ruane 
Stewart  Ruffell 
David  Swift 


COLLEGE  PRIZES  WERE  AWARDED  AS  FOLLOWS 


The  "George  Thomas  Rose"  Annual  Memorial  Prize 

for  Progress  in  Music  . .         . .         . .         . .   ( Michael  Silva 

\  Dorothy  Blackshaw 
I  Peggy  Brown 

The  "Eric  Dowdell"  Prize  for  general  musicianship      Michael  Silva 


The  Pianoforte  Prizes: 

"Richard  Richmond"  Prize — 
Albrighton  Hall  (Seniors)   Class  A 

Class  B 
"Amelia  Campbell"  Prize — 
Rowton  Castle 

"Mabel  Davis"  Prize  (Juniors) 

The  Organ  Prize: 
Albrighton  Hall 
Rowton  Castle 

The  "Philip  Lay  ton"  Prize  for  excellence  in 
Repairing  and  Construction 

The  "H.  J.  Kelley"  Memorial  Prize  . . 


The  "Philip  Lay  ton"  Prize,  awarded  for  the  most 
industrious  work  throughout  the  year 


The  "Armitage"  Prize  for  Typewriting- 

Albrighton  Hall        

Rowton  Castle 


Tuning 


Peter  Robinson 
Alan  Moseley 

(David  Haward 
1  Muriel  Dodd 
Richard  Greenhow 


Anthony  Tamburro 
David  Haward 


Derek  Briggs 
Michael  Silva 


f  Valerie  Bowen 
|  Enid  Dickson 

John  Moore 
Diana  Tucker 
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The  "Guy  Campbell"  Prize  for  Physical  Training- 
Seniors 
Juniors 

The  "Dixson"  Annual  Essay  Prize 

The  "Lady  Francis  Campbell"  Prize  for  Recitation 

Junior  Recitation  Prize 

Country  Dancing  Prize 

Form  I    . . 

Form  II  . . 

Form  III 

Form  IV— The  "Margaret  Mace"  Prize 

Knitting  Prize 

The  Esperanto  Prize — Best  in  the  School 

Best  progress  during  the  year 


Robert  Shead 
Peter  Cook 

Michael  Bailey 

Patricia  Dodds 
Marlene  Peters 

Harold  Jones 

Valerie  Bowen 

Rodney  Tooke 

Trevor  Hey 

Gordon  Tallentire 

Harold  Jones 

Judith  Corbett 
Harold  Jones 

f  Alec  McDonald 
I  Bernadette  Bolton 


J.  N.  LANGDON, 

Principal 


LEGACY  RECEIVED 

From  1st  April,  1957,  to  31st  March,  1958 
McArthur,  Miss  C,  Executors  of  the  late    . .         . .  £500    0s.     Od. 

INFORMATION  FOR  INTENDING  CONTRIBUTORS 

The  Governors  wish  to  direct  the  attention  of  Annual  Subscribers  to 
the  fact  that,  by  agreeing  to  pay  their  subscriptions  for  seven  years  certain, 
they  would  enable  the  College  to  recover  income  tax  on  their  subscriptions, 

the  value  of  which  would  thus  be  augmented  without  extra  cost  to  the  donors. 
Examples  are  shown  below: 

Income  Tax  recoverable    Total  amount  received 


wunt  subscribed 

at  8/6  in  the  £ 

by  College 

£    s.     d. 

£    s.     d. 

£    s.     d. 

10    0 

7     5 

17     5 

1     0    0 

14    9 

1  14    9 

2    0    0 

1     9    7 

3     9    7 

5     0    0 

3  13  11 

8  13  11 

Subscribers  desiring  to  benefit  the  College  in  this  way  are  requested 
to  complete  and  return  the  form  of  agreement  printed  on  a  later  page. 
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THE  ROYAL  NORMAL  COLLEGE  AND 


Income  and  Expenditure  Account  for  the 


INCOME 


1957 


£    s.     d. 


£    s.    d. 


To  Amounts  receivable  for  Services  Rendered : 

49,427      „      Fees          ..         ..  54,460  15  10 

242      ,,      Grant — Ministry  of  Education  under  Regulation  69  322    1  2 

37      „      Sundry  Receipts 36  19  0 

4,385      „      Balance  Deficit  carried  down 3,089  14  9 


£54,091 


£57,909  10    9 


To  Voluntary  Income: 

52      „      General  Subscriptions 
86      „      General  Donations 
7,601       „      Unified  Collections 

„      Interest  on  Investments: 
Endowment  Fund 
Hornshaw  Bequest 
1.387  E.  W.  Allen  Fund 


2,145  14  6 
35  0  0 
83    6    6 


48    5    9 

47  19    0 

7,558  11     3 


2,264    1     0 


£9,126 


£9,918  17    0 
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ACADEMY  OF  MUSIC  FOR  THE  BLIND 


Year  ended  31st  March,  1958 


EXPENDITURE 

- 

1957 

£    s. 

d. 

14,669 

By  Education 

16,385  16 

5 

19,963 

„  Domestic  Expenses 

21,594     7 

1 

934 

„  Nursing  and  Medicine 

1,108    9 

3 

2,610 

„  Office  Expenses 

2,765     3 

2 

1,958 

„  Garden  Outlay  less  Sales  of  Produce 

2,092    6 

1 

6,422 

„  General  Expenses 

5,019    2 

2 

6,678 

„  Provision  for  Depreciation 

6,354  18 

6 

857 

„  Mortgage  Interest  Gross    . . 

2,589     8 

1 

£54,091 

£57,909  10 

9 

4,385    By  Balance  Deficit  brought  down        3,089  14    9 

„  Excess  of  Total  Income  over  Expenditure  for  the  Year. 

Appropriated  to  Mortgage  Redemption 

Reserve  4,500    0    0 

Transferred  to  Capital  Account  for 
Building  and  General  Purposes        . .        2,329    2    3 
4,741  6,829     2     3 


£9,126 


£9,918  17     0 
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BALANCE  SHEET 


LIABILITIES 

1957  £    s.     d.  £    s.     d. 

Loan  on  Mortgage  (secured  by  a  charge  on  land 
and  buildings  at  Row  ton  Castle,  Albright  on 
Hall  and  Fox  Cottage) : 

As  at  1st  April,  1957  25,000    0    0 

Additional  Advance  35,000    0    0 


60,000    0    0 
Less  Repayments  during  year             . .         . .    1,500    0    0 
25,000  58,500    0    0 

Sundry  Creditors: 

2,264        Tradesmen's  Accounts,  etc 4,005  10    4 

1,288        Ministry  of  Education  for  Teachers'  Super- 
annuation      . .         . .  . .         . .         . .    1,577     7    4 

Inland  Revenue  :  Balance  of  Tax  deducted 
92  from  Mortgage  Interest 

683        Loan  from  Endowment  Fund 


763     7     7 

683     2     7 

7.029    7  10 

Gardner's  Trust  for  the  Blind : 

Recitals: 

Balance,  1st  April,  1957       39     8     5 

Further  Grants  received       . .         . .         . .       550    0    0 


589     8     5 
Less  Cost  of  Recitals  during  year  to  date  . .       309  15     0 
40 279  13     5 


College  Endowment  Fund : 

Balance,  1st  April.  1957  10,079  2  6 

Add  Legacy         500  0  0 

Savings  Bank  Interest  reinvested  . .         25  4  7 

Profit  less  losses  on  redemption  and  sale 

of  stocks  113  4  9 

Transfer  from  General  Fund       ..         ..18,119  7  1 

10,079  28,836  18  11 


39,446  Carried  Forward  ..     94,646    0    2 


22 


AS  AT  31st  MARCH,  1958 


ASSETS 


1957 


Cash  at  Bank  and  in  Hand : 


825 

556 

20,476 

College  Endowment  Fund 
Special  Funds 
General  Fund 

Sundry  Debtors  and  Prepayments : 

College  Endowment  Fund: 

683 

Loan  to  General  Fund 

Special  Funds: 

37 

Income  Tax  Recoverable 

General  Fund: 

1,100 

540 
420 
373 

Fees 

Recoverable  Expenditure 

Prepaid  Insurances 

Sundry 

£    s.  d. 

744     3  4 

565  12  6 

37,652     1  0 


683     2     7 


69  15     1 


974  19  2 

769  2  9 

425  5  1 

513  9  5 


£    s.     d. 


38,961   16  10 


3,435  14     1 


Investments  at  Cost  or  Estimated  Transfer  Value: 

8,571        College  Endowment  Fund 
2,329        General  Fund 


27,409  13 
2,671     4 


30,080  17     4 


Note:  In  accordance  with  an  order  made 
by  the  Minister  of  Education  on  4th 
November,  1949,  a  sum  of  £342  5s.  lOd. 
has  been  invested  during  the  year  in  3  % 
Savings  Bonds  which  are  held  by  the 
Official  Trustee  of  Charitable  Funds 
and  is  included  in  £2,671  4s.  4d.  Gen- 
eral Fund  Investments  above. 


17,810 

1,000 

200 

5,573 


60,493 


Investments  held  on  behalf  of  Special  Funds,  at 
Cost  or  Estimated  Transfer  Value: 


Carnegie  Endowment  Fund     . 
Hornshaw  Bequest 
C.  A.  Ward  Endowment  Fund 
Other  Funds 


..17,810    0  0 

..    1,000    0  0 

..       200    0  0 

..    5,641   11  9 


Carried  Forward 


24,651   11     9 
97,130    0    0 


23 


LIABILITIES— continued 

1957  £    s.     d.  £    s.     d. 

39,446  Brought  Forward         94,646    0    2 

Funds  held  for  Special  Purposes: 

17,810        Carnegie  Endowment  Fund 17,810    0    0 

1,000        Hornshaw  Bequest        1,000    0    0 

200        C.  A.  Ward  Endowment  Fund  ..         ..       200    0    0 

5,594        Other  Funds 5.662  19  10 

24,672  19  10 


Unexpended  Income  Balances  of  Special  Funds: 

Balance,  1st  April,  1957  565  16    4 

Add  Income  received  during  year  to  date     . .       195  14    6 


761  10  10 


Less  Prizes  and  Grants  awarded        64    4  10 
Grant  to  General  Fund  from 
E.  W.  Allen  Fund        . .        83    6    6 


147  11     4 


566  613  19    6 

General  Fund: 

Mortgage  Redemption  Reserve: 
Appropriated  from  Income  and  Expenditure 

Account 4,500    0    0 

Less  Transferred  to  Capital  Account  in  res- 
pect of  repayment  during  year  to  date   1,500    0    0 

3,000    0    0 


Capital: 

Balance,  1st  April,  1957  ..         ..  120,409    5    4 

Add  Interest  on  Savings  Bonds  reinvested    . .         86  18     7 

Superannuation  Contributions   for  pre- 
vious years  refunded     . .         . .         . .       147  10    3 

Ministry  of  Education  Accommodation 

Grant  under  Regulation  63      . .         ..  13,547    0    0 

Transfer    from    Mortgage    Redemption 

Reserve 1,500    0    0 

Balance  from  Income  and  Expenditure 
Account 2,329    2    3 


138,019  16    5 
Less  Transfer  to  Endowment  Fund    ..         ..18,119    7     1 
120,409  119,900    9    4 


£185,025  £242,833     8  10 


24 


ASSETS— continued 

1957  £    s.    d.  £    s.    d. 

60,493  Brought  Forward         97,130    0    0 

Freehold  Estate,  Buildings,  etc.: 

Rowton  Castle: 

Balance,  1st  April,  1957       32,395  10  11 

Additions  during  year  to  date        . .         . .  26,924    5    0 


59,319  15  11 
Less  Depreciation      . .         . .    1,272    6    9 
Sale  of  Trees      ..         ..  5    0    0 

1,277     6    9 


Albrighton  Hall: 
Balance,  1st  April,  1957       . .  77,363  17    2 
Less  Depreciation3,866    8    4 
Sale  of  Trees 
and  Scrap  Lead  35  11     1 

3,901  19    5 


58,042    9    2 


73,461  17    9 


109,759  131,504    6  11 

Furniture,  Fixtures,  Appliances  and  Musical 
Instruments : 

Balance,  1st  April,  1957  14,430    9    2 

Additions  during  year  to  date  ..         ..       641  15  11 


15r072    5     1 

Less  Depreciation  ..  ..         ..         ..    1,130    8    4 

14,430  13,941  16    9 

Motor  Vehicle: 

Balance,  1st  April,  1957  343    0    3 

Less  Depreciation  ..  ..         ..         ..         85  15     1 

343  257     5     2 


£185,025  £242,833     8  10 

We  have  examined  the  above  Balance  Sheet  and  annexed  Income  and  Expenditure 
Accounts  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1958,  with  the  Books  and  Vouchers  of  the  College 
and  in  our  opinion  they  are  properly  drawn  up  so  as  to  exhibit  a  true  and  fair  view  of  the 
state  of  the  College  affairs  according  to  the  best  of  our  information  and  the  explanations 
given  to  us  and  as  shown  by  the  Books  of  the  College. 

MIALL,  HARPER  &  CO., 

Chartered  Accountants, 

9  Idol  Lane,  Eastcheap, 

3rd  June,  1958.  London,  E.C.3. 
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SCHEDULE  OF  INVESTMENTS 


General  Fund : 

£3,177    4    4    3  %  Savings  Bonds,  1965/75  (Held  by  Official  Trustee 
of  Charitable  Funds) 

(Market  Value,  £2,259  15  11) 


Cost 

or  Estimated 

Transfer  Value 

£     S.      d. 


2,671     4    4 


College  Endowment  Fund : 


£350 
£2,250 

£624 
£200 

£753 

£5,000 

£4,897 

£15,000 


0    0     3  %  Defence  Bonds 

0  0    Central  Argentine  Railway  (in  Voluntary  Liquidation) 

Consolidated  Ordinary  Stock 

1  5    3%  British  Electricity  Guaranteed  Stock,  1974/77  . . 
0    0    Japanese  Sterling  Loan,  1899  Enfaced 

0    0    Chase  Protected  Cultivation  Ltd.,  Preference  Shares 

of£l 

0    0    6%  Newcastle-on-Tyne  Corporation  Stock,  1973/76 


2    2    Exchequer  5£%  Stock,  1966 
0    0    Borough  of  Camberwell  Loan 


(Market  Value,  £26,006  17    3) 


343  0 

0 

777  7 
589  11 
146  10 

6 

2 
0 

564  15 
5,064  13 
4,923  16 

0 
3 
1 

..     15,000     0    0 
£27,409  13     0 


Carnegie  Endowment  Fund : 

£5,653     7    6    4%  Consolidated  Stock 
£13,965  19    7    3£%  War  Stock,  1952  or  after 


(Market  Value,  £13,184  17  11) 


4,550    0    0 
13,260    0    0 

£17,810    0    0 


Hornshaw  Bequest: 

£  1 ,000    0    0    3i%  War  Stock,  1 952  or  after  (Held  by  Official  Trustee 
of  Charitable  Funds) 

(Market  Value,  £653     2    6) 


1,000    0    0 
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31st  MARCH,  1958 


C.  A.  Ward  Endowment  Fund: 

£259    8     6    3£%  Conversion  Stock,  1961 

(Market  Value,  £165  14  2) 

Francis  Joseph  Campbell  Memorial  Fund: 

£590    4    2    3£%  Conversion  Stock,  1961 

Elizabeth  Wills  Allen  Fund: 

£3,030    0    0    2|%  London  County  Council  Stock,  1960/70 

Elizabeth  Williams  Musical  Scholarship  Fund : 

£1,015    2    6    4i%  Commonwealth  of  Australia  Stock,  1960/62 

George  Thomas  Rose  Memorial  Prize  Fund: 

£382  15    2    3%  British  Transport  Guaranteed  Stock,  1978/88 

Dixson  Prize  Fund : 

£19  12  10    3£%  War  Stock,  1952  or  after 

Lady  Francis  Campbell  Prize  Fund: 

£33  17  10    3£%  Conversion  Stock,  1961 

Philip  Layton  Prize  Fund : 

£257  11    4    2\%  Treasury  Stock 

Guy  Campbell  Prize  Fund : 

£50    0    0    4£%  Defence  Bonds 

Dr.  E.  J.  Dowdell  Prize  Fund: 

£157  16  10    3i%  War  Stock,  1952  or  after 

Armitage  Prize  Fund : 

£181  15  10    Consolidated  4%  Stock  

Amelia  Campbell  Prize  Fund : 

£36    5     1     2\%  Consolidated  Stock         

Mary  Lewis  Memorial  Prize  Fund : 

£107     1     5    Consolidated  4%  Stock  

(Market  Value,  £4,402    5     1) 


Cost 

or  Estimated 

Transfer  Value 

£  S.  d. 

200  0  0 


501  12  3 

3,000  0  0 

994  16  5 

500  0  0 

20  0  0 

26  17  11 

180  11  10 

50  0  0 

140  0  0 

127  6  1 

25  7  3 

75  0  0 

£5,641  11  9 
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LIST  OF  DONATIONS  AND  SUBSCRIPTIONS 


FOR  THE 


GENERAL  PURPOSES  OF  THE  COLLEGE 


Received  from  1st  April,  1957,  to  31st  March,  1958 


Donations 
£    s.    d. 


Armitage,  F.  C.  Esq. 

Backhouse,  Mrs. 

Brunswick  Methodist  Sunday  School,  Newton-le-Willows 
(Collection)  

Cardeston  Church  (Collection) 

Cockell,  Miss  A 

Co-operative  Wholesale  Society,  Ltd. 

Cox,  Enoch,  Esq 

Cox,  Mrs.  N.  G 

Cropper,  Mrs.  F. 

Dangerfield,  Mrs.  M.  S 

de  Quincey,  Mrs.  R.  A. 

Erbistock  Women's  Institute 

Evans,  Evan,  Esq. 

Friday  Fellowship,  St.  John's  Hill  Methodist  Church 
Shiewsbury  (for  pupils'  equipment) 

Henderson,  Frank,  Esq. 

Lewis,  Mrs.  S.  S.  Waller 

Piaggio,  H.  T.,  Esq. 

Prize,  W.  H.,  Esq.    . . 

Rich,  T.,  Esq. 

Rodington  and  District  Darts  League 

Sage,  Miss  H.,  and  Easter,  Miss  F. 

Salop  Licensed  Victuallers  Ladies  Auxiliary  Association 

Carried  Forward 
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10 
13    6 


5    5    0 


1     1     0 


3     3    0 


5    5    0 

^_ 

41  13    0 


Subscriptions 
£    s.    d. 
1  16    6 

5    0    0 


1     0  0 

3  13  1 

5    4  4 

3    0  0 

1  16  6 

1  0  0 

2  2  0 


3    3    0 

10    0    0 

1     0    0 

i     i     0 

5    0 

5    0 

1  16    6 


28  19  11 


Donations 

Subscriptions 

£    s.     d. 

£    s.     d. 

Brought  Forward    . 

41   13     0 

28  19  11 

Saltoun,  The  Right  Hon.  Lord,  M.C 

9     1   10 

Smith,  Miss  G. 

5    0 

South,  Miss  M.  F 

2     2     0 

Southorn,  Lady  B.   . . 

1     1     0 

Spittle,  S.,  Esq 

1     1     0 

Stride,  Miss  E.  R 

1   16     6 

Twist,  Miss  M.  A 

10     6 

Walker,  Messrs.  W.  B 

1     1     0 

Wallraf,  Mrs.  M.  H 

5     5     0 

Woods,  Miss  N.  M.  S 

1     1     0 

Zileri,  Miss  A.  S.      . . 

5     0 

£47  19     0 

£46     3     9 
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FORM  OF  BEQUEST 


I  bequeath  to  the  ROYAL  NORMAL  COLLEGE  AND 
ACADEMY  OF  MUSIC  FOR  THE  BLIND,  for  the  general 
purpose  of  that  Institution,  the  sum  of 


free  of  legacy  duty,  and  the  receipt  of  the  Treasurer  or  one  of  the 
Treasurers  for  the  time  being  of  that  Institution,  shall  be  a  good 
discharge  for  such  legacy. 

N.B. — Any  property  may  now  be  given  by  Will  for  charitable  purposes. 

The  Will  or  Codicil  must  be  signed  by  the  Testator  in  the  presence  of 
two  witnesses,  who  must  subscribe  their  names  in  his  presence  and  in  the 
presence  of  each  other. 
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